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Part 16 – See the Fields  
 
John 4:27 – 42     
Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman is proof that God’s 
redemptive mission was always intended to be worldwide. The 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life in God’s blessed presence has 
always been meant for men and women from every nation and people. 
Just as Andrew was portrayed as bringing people to Jesus, so now the 
woman from Samaria runs to urge her own people to come to Jesus.  

 
It is not an accident that the woman’s evangelistic zeal is connected so closely to Jesus words concerning 
worship and the Father’s seeking true worshipers. In his book Let the Nations Be Glad, John Piper writes, 
“Missions exist because worship doesn’t…” The goal of redemption is to gather a vast multitude of the 
redeemed who will join the chorus of God’s praise. The woman’s witness to her neighbors in Sychar is one 
of the earliest manifestations of this mission in the New Testament.  
 
The trouble with the disciples        
Vs. 27 – The Judaism of Jesus’ day held that it was wasteful and even profane to give theological instruction 
to women. Likewise, it was commonly regarded as inappropriate for a man to have private conversation 
with a woman. Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman, therefore, was doubly scandalous by the 
standards of the day. This encounter at Jacob’s well not only signals the worldwide redemptive purposes 
of God, it also demonstrates the equal dignity granted to women as image-bearers of God. The same 
Christianity that strongly upheld the sacred significance and distinction of genders, a point of controversy 
today, was the very force that lifted up women in the ancient world. 

 The shock experienced by the disciples over Jesus’ conversing with someone who was both a Samaritan 
and a woman should be a sober reminder of just how easily our petty prejudices turn our hearts cold 
toward those God is pressing us to reach. 

 Jesus’ dealings with sinners is indeed shocking, but in the best sense. His grace toward those who are 
far off is marvelous even if at first we are scandalized by the extent of this mercy. Noticing how Jesus 
would share meals with tax collectors and various other sinners the Pharisees commented, “This man 
receives sinners!” (Luke 15:2).  

 
The witness of the woman       
Vs. 28 – The Scriptures do not waste time on unnecessary details. The details themselves remind us that 
we are reading eyewitness accounts of actual events. But we must also consider the deeper significance 
behind the preservation of such details in God’s inspired Word. Here we are told that the woman left her 
water jar behind as she returned to town. Perhaps she forgot it. Perhaps she was leaving it behind because 
she wanted to be unencumbered in her rush to return to the town. But the detail is preserved for our deeper 
reflection. Morris observes that “she abandoned the bringing of water for the bringing of men.”1 Perhaps it 
was symbolic of her turning to the water that will leave her permanently satisfied.  
Vs. 29 – Do not miss the significance of the woman’s confession – “Come see a man who told all that I 
ever did.” First of all, her invitation, “Come and see,” mirrors the call of Andrew to his brother Cephas to 
come and see the Messiah. In this way, the Samaritan woman has taken up the same basic concern of the 
new disciple: bringing others to Jesus. Also, notice that she appeals to the fact that Jesus has just exposed 
her sin as her motive for bringing her neighbors to him. Rather than anger or disgust, she has found in the 
exposure of her sin the means toward her emancipation. Jesus offers something far better than techniques 
for positive thinking. He offers freedom from sin’s dominion.  
Vs. 30 – The woman did not yet have the evidence of a transformed life to offer as an apologetic for the 
message of Christ. Nevertheless, the people came to see Jesus. Her witness was peculiar enough that the 
people felt compelled to meet this man. The response of the people helps to prove that it is always the 
Divine Subject of our witness that is of far greater importance and power than the quality of our own lives. 
The latter is not unimportant, of course. But the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  

                                                           
1 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971) p. 243 
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The instruction of Jesus        
Vv. 31-34 – Jesus’ disciples return from town with food. They urge Jesus to eat but he has a lesson in mind. 
“Meantime” (vs. 31) indicates that this occurred “in the middle” of the whole episode. Jesus addresses his 
disciples’ ignorance which was the same sort of ignorance of the woman. They are not truly aware of what 
he has to offer them. It is true that Jesus needs food for his own physical sustenance. But there is a food 
that is greater and deeper; food of a spiritual kind. The incarnate Christ feeds upon the will of God. 
Specifically he feeds upon doing the will of the Father. It follows that his disciples will likewise be fed through 
a similar commitment to the will of God.  
Vs. 35 – Now was not the time for Jesus to relax for a meal. Urgency abounds (It should be pointed out 
that Jesus is in favor of meals and rest. But this was an important moment for instruction). “Fields” serves 
as an illustration of the world that lays before them; the arena of God’s redemptive mission. Their “food” will 
be to labor in that field. By describing the fields as “white” indicates that they are ready for harvest.  
Vs. 36-37 – Jesus continues to convey a sense of urgency. The harvest of souls is at the stage when one 
who reaps in the fields is already collecting his pay. In the harvest of souls the ones who sow and the ones 
who gather will rejoice together as they see the harvest.  
Vs. 38 – The disciples have been chosen for the season of harvest. The prophets and priests before them 
have prepared the way. The types and shadows of the ceremonial laws have prepared many souls for the 
arrival of the Messiah.  
 
The response of the townspeople       
Vs. 39 – Here John returns to his central concern: Belief. In this first mission to the Gentiles, 
“many…believed.” This is the fruit of faithful witness and the key to eternal life in God’s presence. In terms 
of our experience, everything rests on the response of belief in Jesus. John’s entire Gospel revolves around 
the necessity and urgency of believing in Jesus. In this case, the response of faith from the “many” 
inhabitants of Sychar is due to the woman’s faithful witness.  
Vv. 40-41 – At their request, Jesus remained with the Samaritans for two days no doubt instructing them in 
their newfound lives as believers. And even then “many more believed because of his word.” Years before 
the Apostle Paul would write that “faith comes by hearing,” the people of Sychar believed because of the 
word of Jesus.  
Vs. 42 – As instrumental as the words of the woman were, her neighbors now are able to rest their faith 
upon the words of Jesus himself. And the same is true for us as we have preserved for us the witness of 
Jesus and his apostles in the New Testament.  
 

 Just as Jesus’ Jewish disciples had to deal with their prejudices, so too did the Samaritans as they had 
to grapple with the fact that the Messiah was from the Jews rather than their own people. Nevertheless it 
was the Samaritans who were the first ones credited with publicly declaring Jesus as “the Savior of the 
World.”  

 Jesus came to complete the work begun long ago to gather the nations before the Lord in one everlasting 
holy nation, a kingdom of priests. And that day near the Samaritan town of Sychar the mission went 
forward as many Samaritans believed in Jesus because of the witness of the woman who left her jar 
behind and drank from the water of life. 

 May we lift up our eyes to behold the harvest! May we bring water to the thirsty. We serve a God who 
seeks out sinners in order to turn them into worshippers. May we give ourselves to participating in that 
mission.  

 
“That which the Samaritan woman here did, all true Christians ought to do likewise. The church 
needs it: the state of the world demands it. Common sense points out that it is right. Everyone who 
has received the grace of God, and tasted that Christ is gracious, ought to find words to testify of 
Christ to others.”    - J.C. Ryle 


