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Christmas 

A Son is Given  
 

Isaiah 9:1-7     
 
“The people who walked in 
darkness…”       
 The prophet Isaiah was speaking and 

writing during a period of great darkness 
for the people of God. The kingdom had 
been divided between Israel to the north 
and Judah to the south. Both Judah and 
Israel had been ruled by successions of 
wicked kings with only very few 
exceptions. The triumphant and unifying 
reign of King David seemed long past. 
Many had no doubt concluded that God’s 
promise to establish an everlasting throne            The final bars of G.F. Handel’s “Hallelujah” 

   through the line of David had failed.  

 The northern and southern kingdoms warred with one another and sought out alliances with pagan 
nations to bolster their advantage. Israel made a treaty with Syria while Judah, ruled by wicked Ahaz, 
allied with dreaded Assyria. Already the northernmost tribes of Israel were under attack from Assyria. 
Eventually, Israel would be swept away. 

 The national darkness which had descended upon God’s people serves as a picture of the spiritual 
darkness of unbelief. Outside of Christ, there is ultimately only gloom and darkness. This is why God’s 
people are repeatedly warned to not walk in the way of unbelievers. “So I tell you this, and insist on it in 
the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened 
in their understanding and separated from the life of God” (Ephesians 4:17-18). “This is the verdict: Light 
has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 
3:19). This was the condition of God’s people in the centuries following David’s blessed reign.  

 

“Have seen a great light.”    
 Out of the darkness of their sin and terror, God would shine a light upon the remnant of his people. Notice 

that the words of hope from Isaiah to the sinful nation are in the past tense and yet what he is describing 
has not yet occurred. This is not uncommon among the prophets who often spoke of the future fulfillment 
of God’s promises in the past tense as if they had already come to fruition. The reason for this is to show 
the profound trustworthiness of God. The Lord’s word is so sure that the fulfillment of his promises may 
be spoken of as already having taken place. We see this also in the New Testament. Consider Paul’s 
words in Ephesians where he writes that God has already “raised us up with [Christ] and seated us with 
him in the heavenly places” (2:6). Clearly this reality awaits fulfillment. And yet it is so sure that Paul can 
speak of it as already having happened.  

 Notice the language of reversal in verses one through five.  
o From gloom to glory (vs. 1)  
o From darkness to light (vs. 2)  
o From oppression to joy (vv. 3-5) 

 

 What could possibly form the rationale for such great reversals? Verse 6 tells us… 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 
 The people’s circumstances were desperate. And tragically, for many of them, because of the hardness 

of their hearts and stubborn wickedness, they would be swept away by the righteous judgment of God. 
And yet God’s judgment would not be without mercy. Indeed, he kept his ancient promise to preserve a 
righteous line, a godly remnant.  
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 Into their gloom the prophet proclaimed, “Hope, for a child is going to be born and he will carry the nations 
upon his shoulders! Hope, for this son will reign from David's throne forever and ever! Hope for the child 
is the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!” 

 

Wonderful Counselor  (Wisdom) 
 Though some take “Wonderful” and “Counselor” as distinct titles, we will take the two words as forming a 

single title. In Scripture, the word “wonder” is typically used to describe the work of God. The plagues 
against Egypt (Exodus 3:20), the conquest of Canaan (Exodus 34:10), the crossing of the Jordan (Joshua 
3:5), and the miracles in the wilderness (Numbers 9:17) are all described as wonders worked by God. 
The Psalmist gives praise to God for his “wonders” (40:5; 136:3-4; 139:14). Later, Isaiah will describe 
“wonder” as belonging to the very nature of God: “All this also comes from the Lord Almighty, wonderful 
in counsel and magnificent in wisdom” (28:29).1  

 

Mighty God  (Deity)  
 No room is left for confusing the “son to be given” with anyone less than God Almighty. The Messiah will 

not be one who is merely like God or sent by God. He will not be a man who is merely related to God in 
a unique way. The messiah – the child to be born – will be no less than Almighty God in the flesh.  

 

Everlasting Father  (Authority)  
 This is not a statement meant to encroach upon the distinctions between the Persons of the Godhead. In 

other words, this title does nothing to take away the distinction between the Father and the Son within 
the Godhead. Nevertheless, the Persons of the Trinity are not separate Gods. Jesus said, “I and the 
Father are one” (John 10:30). Speaking to Phillip, Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father” (John 14:9). That said, this particular title has a specific focus upon the Messiah’s everlasting 
authority. In the ancient world, kings were often referred to as the nations’ father. In a similar way, the 
eternal reign of Jesus is likened to a father’s authority and care.  

 

Prince of Peace  (Salvation)  
 The word translated “prince” is the same word rendered “commander” of the Lord’s army in the account 

of Joshua’s vision beneath the walls of Jericho (Joshua 5:13-14). The Greek equivalent of the word 
(archegos) is translated “author” in Acts 3 when Peter calls Jesus the “Author of life” (vs. 15). The writer 
of Hebrews proclaims Jesus as the “Author” (archegos) and “Pioneer” (archegos) of our faith and 
salvation (2:10; 12:2).2 The peace Jesus brings about is the peace of God to sinners. Jesus is the 
commander, author, and pioneer of our salvation, our peace with God. 

 The Child who was born, the Son who was given has fulfilled all the longings of the human soul since 
that awful day in Eden so long ago. In his birth, life, death, and resurrection Jesus has crushed the ancient 
serpent and won our salvation. No wonder that when he was born on that quiet night in Bethlehem a host 
of angels broke forth in praise proclaiming “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on 
whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). As he was dying upon the cross, Jesus promised the repentant thief 
next to him the peace of eternal salvation. When he rose from the grave Jesus greeted the witnesses 
with the words: “Peace be upon you!” (John 20:19). Of all of those who look in faith to Jesus Christ the 
Scriptures declare: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 In this single prophecy, the Lord summarizes what has been happening since Eden. The promise He 
made there (Genesis 3:15) later formalized with Abraham (Genesis 12:2), and repeated to Judah 
(Genesis 49:8-12), to Moses (Exodus 19:6), to David (2 Samuel 7:12-16), and to Solomon (1 Kings 2:4; 
3:11-14) is summed up in Isaiah in seven verses.  

 In verse 7 it is clear that this child born as the Messiah will reign over an everlasting kingdom. The 
outcome of world history will rest upon his shoulders and he will establish the everlasting rule of God over 
all the earth. “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” Neither by human cunning nor by worldly ingenuity 
will it come about but only by the sovereign and gracious hand of God; a sovereign grace made flesh in 
the child who was born.  

                                                           
1 Derek Thomas, God Delivers (Darlington, England: Evangelical Press, 1991) p. 94 
2 Thomas, p. 95 


