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The King of the Nations 

 
Numbers 24:15-19 
Moab had a king named Balak. He was so concerned with Israel and 
their military power that he consulted with a pagan soothsayer 
named Balaam to curse Israel. Due to God’s intervention, Balaam 
was only able to bless Israel. In Balaam’s fourth and final prophecy, 
he pointed to both a near and distant promise of a king for Israel.  
 

God is sovereign over all things and all events. 

 Balaam was a pagan who practiced witchcraft and divination (a practice that was seen as an 

abomination by God – Deuteronomy 18) and was hired to do combat with the God of Israel. At this 

point in Israel’s history they’ve already seen what happens when pagans and their gods do battle 

with the one true God. The plagues of Egypt are a prime example. The gods of Egypt were mocked 

as God demonstrated his power over and over again. 
 Balak pitted Balaam and his magic against God and his sovereignty. One commentator described 

the situation like this: “By summoning Balaam to curse Israel, Balak had set himself against the 
Lord and the Lord’s people, and therefore he was under a curse of his own. Which curse would win 
out – the pagan prophet’s or the Lord’s” (Duguid 2006, 270)? 

 Chapters 22-24 demonstrate repeatedly how God is in control of the whole situation. 

 Balaam delivered four oracles that only further confirmed God’s blessing of Israel. Remember the 
promise to Abraham, “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great...” (Gen. 12:2). 

 “The divine blessing is irrevocable and not subject to hostile counteraction. Such a blessing carries 

with it a providential guardianship which is totally impervious to magic or any of its kind. Not only 

was Balaam prevented from effecting a curse, but he could only strengthen what had been done” 

(Tenney 1975, 453). 

 God is working right now, ordering all of the details of life for our good and his glory. (“And we know 

that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according 

to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

 This doesn’t mean it will be easy, it doesn’t guarantee health or success, it doesn’t mean we won’t 

experience the consequences of living in a broken and sinful world.  But what it does mean is that 

we can rest and trust that God is in control, and that what is good for us may not be what we want. 

The ultimate fulfillment of this promise is only realized with an eternal perspective. God is shaping 

and preparing us now for a life with him in eternity.  

God’s sovereignty is most evident in his plan of redemption. 

 God has orchestrated the entire course of human history to revolve around the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ and his work of redemption. 

 The “seeing him but not now, beholding but not near”… 

o Those that would believe this prophecy would be saved the same way as NT saints – by 

faith in God’s provision.  

 The imagery of a star and scepter were both images that pointed toward royalty. 
o It was a prophecy that continued to develop the promise to Abraham, “I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you” 
(Genesis 17:6). 

 The crushing the forehead of Moab speaks to the defeat of Moab (and King Balak).  

 The destruction of the sons of Sheth…  
o Sheth is the same Hebrew word used for the name of Adam’s son, Seth who became the 

ancestor of the entire human race. Many believe that the reference here is to the extent of 
the rule and power of this future king - it would be over the entire human race.  

 As with many prophecies, there was a near and distant element to it. 
o The near fulfillment of this prophecy would take place about 300 years after Balaam when 

David was King of Israel.  



 God made a covenant with David. In doing so, God established the role of a king 
in his people’s lives for all eternity.  

 “And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your 
throne shall be established forever.” – 2 Samuel 7:16 

 One of the roles of King David was that he was a “type” – he was a type of king 
that pointed Israel to look to the fulfillment of the true King - the Messiah who would 
reign in complete righteousness. 

o The distant fulfillment of Balaam’s prophecy would be seen in the coming of King Jesus.  
 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. 

I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” – Revelation 
22:16 

 Jesus is the one true descendent of David, the true King, who would ultimately 
subdue all the nations like Balaam prophesied.  

o And this gives God’s people reason to hope (Brown 2002, 222-224). 
 Future hope – For the Israelite’s, their hope was not just in the immediate future of 

settling down in the promised land, but rather their hope had an eternal trajectory 
to it. The same is true for us. Our hope transcends our circumstances.  

 Secure hope – Note the surety of what the prophecy guarantees 

 Moab will be crushed; the sons of Sheth will be broken down; Edom will 
be dispossessed etc. 

 Victorious hope – God promised complete vanquishing of all of his enemies.  

 God’s people can rest in the certain hope of God’s ultimate victory.  

 Jesus, the true King has defeated God’s enemies. The guarantee of this 
is that he has defeated the great enemy – Satan. Jesus has conquered 
death.  

 
Will we receive, or will we reject, the one true king? 

 There are two responses to the truth of who Jesus is. They are highlighted in the two different  
responses of magicians from the east.   

o Balaam interacted with God, spoke on behalf of God, prophesied about Jesus and yet, in 
the end, he rejected God. He died the death of an enemy of God (Numbers 31:8). 

o On the other hand, The Magi, saw a great star in the sky and journeyed a long distance to 
meet the King whose birth was signified by the star. What was their response? Worship.  

 “Yet the coming of the star that Balaam foresaw wasn’t entirely what you might have predicted. At 
the birth of Jesus, a heavenly star indeed rose over Israel to mark where the infant King lay. Yet 
the baby King lay in a manger, not in a palace, and those drawn by the star were not Israelites but 
foreign Magi, students of signs and portents as was Balaam, who came from the east, Balaam’s 
former home (Matthew 2:1-12).’ King Herod, an Edomite by descent, was not instantly crushed by 
the coming of this new King but continued his rule, slaughtering scores of innocent children in 
Bethlehem. The rising of this star in Christ’s first coming did not yet bring about the total destruction 
of the nations, for Jesus had come first to be “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to . 
. . Israel” (Luke 2:32). Yet in another way, his coming was exactly what Balaam anticipated: those 
who, like the Magi, blessed the new Israel, Jesus, and submitted to him found a blessing for 
themselves. Meanwhile, those who cursed this new Israel found themselves under a curse, just as 
the Lord had promised Abraham (24:9; see Genesis 12:3). What is more, the day is yet coming 
when God’s final judgment will be delivered on Herod and on all those who stand against him and 
his anointed” (Duguid 2006, 287). 

 
 
______________________ 
 
Brown, Raymond 2002. The Message of Numbers. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press. 

Duguid, Iain M. 2006. Numbers: God’s Presence in the Wilderness. Wheaton: Crossway Books. 

Tenney, Merrill C. 1975. The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible: Volume One. Grand Rapids: The Zondervan  

Corporation.  


