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Part 14 – The Water of Life  
 

John 4:1-26  
Up to this point, John has been interested to demonstrate how Jesus 
fulfills and surpasses the Old Covenant ceremonies. Jesus is the 
source of true cleansing (2:1-11). He is the true and everlasting temple 
(2:12-25). He is true birth (3:1-21), true baptism, and the true Messiah 
(3:22-36). All of this has direct connection to the Judaism of Jesus’ 
day. Beginning in chapter four, however, the wider scope of Jesus’ 

mission begins to come into view.  
 
Jesus and his disciples traveled beyond Jerusalem into the region of Samaria. There Jesus encountered a 
Samaritan woman whose life was steeped in a pattern of immorality. But whereas Jesus’ conversation with 
Nicodemus took place at night under cover of darkness, Jesus talks with the sinful woman at the well in full 
light of midday. This signals a very different outcome. Instead of the sad ambiguity of Jesus’ encounter with 
Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman will respond to Jesus with faith and joyful witness.  
 
The thing about Samaria (vv. 1-6)  

• Vv. 1-3 – The Pharisees took note of Jesus no doubt because his following had surpassed that of John 
the Baptist. Given the early stage of Jesus’ ministry, a confrontation with the Pharisees was wisely 
avoided. So he traveled with his disciples away from Jerusalem and back north to Galilee.  

• Vs. 4 – Passing through Samaria was not necessarily a geographical requirement. Samaria would have 
been easily avoided simply by traveling north on the West side of the Jordan. And, in fact, most Jews 
traveling to Galilee carefully avoided passing through Samaria as it was considered risky to do so as well 
as being ceremonially unclean.1 So the necessity of traveling through Samaria had less to do with 
geography and much to do with God’s providence. “Jesus ‘had to go’ through Samaria – a divine 
providence no doubt that offered eternal life even to the Samaritans, the people the Jews at that time 
most loved to hate.”2 

• Vs. 6 – “Jacob’s well,” was a spring that the patriarch had passed along to his son Joseph. Genesis 
records Jacob having purchased land in this region (33:19) and giving a portion of land to Joseph (48:22). 

• John provides us with the detail that Jesus was weary from the journey so he set himself down by the 
spring. Recall how John begins his gospel with the most exalted of affirmations concerning our Lord’s 
eternal deity. Here we are reminded of the reality of our Lord’s incarnation. He truly did become a man 
with a body like ours.  

• The Samaritans as a people were likely descended from the remnant of Jews who were left after Assyria 
carried off the ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and those settlers from Assyria and elsewhere 
who moved into the land. Eventually, the Samaritans adopted the books of Moses (the Pentateuch) as 
their Scriptures but still retained some of their pagan religious beliefs. Their mixed heritage and 
adulterated religion brought them into conflict with the Jews. That conflict manifested in warfare and other 
acts of violence between the two groups. By Jesus’ day there had been at least 200 years of hatred 
between the Jews and the Samaritans. 

 
A woman with a secret  (vv. 7-18)  

• Vs. 7 – “A woman from Samaria came to draw water.” – Verse 6 tells us that this was “the sixth hour,” 
which is noon. We are informed that this woman is a Samaritan. This encounter is set in juxtaposition to 
that which Jesus had with Nicodemus. Jesus met with Nicodemus at night while he met with the woman 
in the full light of midday. Nicodemus was a representative of respectability and orthodox Judaism. The 
woman was his polar opposite, a sinner from a despised race.  

• Vs. 9 – The Samaritan woman is well aware of the hatred between her people and the Jews. Jesus’ 
request for hospitality was highly unusual if not outright shocking given all of the boundaries between 
them. Notice John’s parenthetical reference.  

 
1 Karen Jobes, John Through Old Testament Eyes (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2021) p. 95  
2 Jobes, p. 96 
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• Vv. 10-15 – Jesus seizes the occasion to proclaim the good news of salvation which has come not just 
to Jews but to the world.  

• Vs. 16 – Jesus knows precisely the details of the woman’s life. His question therefore serves to expose 
and diagnose her heart.  

• Vs. 17a – Her reply is technically correct. She has no husband, currently. 

• Vv. 17b – 18 – Jesus’ reply accomplished at least two things. It brought her sin into the open and revealed 
his supernatural knowledge. Though Jesus does not shy from exposing her pattern of sin, he does not 
condemn her (3:17).  

 
The Water of Life  (vv. 10-15; 19-26)  

• Some commentators see Mediterranean hospitality traditions underlying the encounter at the well. The 
tension between Jew and Samaritan “has morphed into a demand for hospitality between a host and her 
guest. Yet a grand irony takes place in this strange, tension-filled encounter, when the supposed host 
(the Samaritan woman) becomes the surprise guest before the generous hospitality of the true host 
(Jesus).”3 

• Vs. 10 – Jesus takes the conversation into the realm of the eternal. He intends to speak to this woman 
about the sort of water her soul requires. He emphasizes the freeness of this “water” by referring to it as 
a gift from God. “Living water” was a way of referring to water that was flowing such as that which flowed 
out of a spring. Here, Jesus appropriates that image of clean water as reference to the salvation which 
he alone can provide.  

• Vv. 11-12 – The woman, like Nicodemus before her, does not grasp the spiritual nature of Jesus’ words. 
The water from the spring was likely as deep as 50 to 100 feet below the surface. That Jesus has no 
vessel to lower into the well strikes her as odd. She also registers incredulity that Jesus could make 
claims about providing better water than that which is found in the well of Jacob the patriarch. The woman 
cannot yet see that Jesus is indeed greater than Jacob.  

• Vv. 13-14 – Jesus responds by contrasting the fleeting satisfaction of water from the well with the eternal 
impact of receiving the “water” he offers.  

• Vs. 15 – The woman, like Nicodemus, does not understand the spiritual nature of Jesus’ words.  

• “That life that Jesus gives is no tame and stagnant thing. It is much more than merely the entrance into 
a new state, that of being saved instead of lost. It is the abundant life (10:10), and the living Spirit within 
men is evidence of this…Life has a way of begetting life.”4 

• Vs. 19 – Given his knowledge, the woman perceives that Jesus must be from God in some sense though 
she does not yet fully understand. The Samaritans believed that Moses was the only prophet that had 
been sent by God. Based upon their reading of Deuteronomy 18:18 they believed that there was one 
prophet yet to come who would usher in the Messianic era. So it may well be that in this moment she is 
already grappling with the possibility of Jesus’ identity as connected in some way to the Messiah.  

• Vv. 20-24 – The woman inquires about the differences between the worship practice of the Samaritans 
and that of the Jews. Her interest may well have been prompted by the exposure of her sin.  

• Vs. 25 – Now she mentions the Messiah specifically. Given Jesus’ definitive words concerning worship 
and God, it is possible, if not likely, that she is wondering aloud if perhaps Jesus is the Messiah.  

• Vs. 26 – Without the slightest ambiguity, Jesus declares himself to be the Messiah.  

• “In the person of Jesus, the entire world is confronted with the inadequacy of its resources and the 
overabundant riches of the gift of God, which is international in scope and cross-cultural in character. It 
is at each person’s place of need, where they hunger and thirst, that God seeks and satisfies them with 
the food and drink no one could have imagined, rooted in the divine mission of the Trinitarian God.”5 

 
 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. (Revelation 7:17)  

 
3 Edward Klink, John, ECNT (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2016) p. 234  
4 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971) p. 263 
5 Klink, p. 227 


