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Part 13 – Jesus, Lord and Savior  
 

John 3:22-36     
As John’s Gospel already makes clear, John the Baptist was a 
pivotal figure in redemptive history. He was the last of the Old 
Testament prophets declaring the arrival of the Messiah. A bold 
preacher, the Baptist gathered large crowds and dedicated 
disciples. But he always made it clear that he was merely a 
messenger whose great purpose was to point sinners to “the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world.” John resisted all 

efforts made to declare that he was the Messiah. Instead he proclaimed himself a believer in and follower 
of Jesus. Indeed, John the Baptist may well be considered Jesus’ first disciple.  
 
1. The attitude that makes the disciple (vv. 22-30)  
a) The concern of the Baptist’s disciples (vv. 22-26): 
The circumstances presented uncover a growing tension in the hearts of John the Baptist’s disciples. 

 Vv. 22-24 – The setting is important in establishing the circumstances which became a conflict for some 
of the Baptist’s disciples. John continued with his ministry of baptizing repenting sinners. Jesus and his 
new disciples were likewise baptizing. Keep in mind that this was not yet Christian baptism (baptism as 
the sign of the covenant of grace in the Triune Name). This was still baptism as a ritual purity washing.  

 Vs. 25 – “Purification” – The religious rites prescribed by God under the covenant with Moses were vital 
to the people’s understanding of their sin and need for grace. As one considers the various practices and 
even the construction of the tabernacle (and temple) it is clear that purification was a central concern to 
the religion of God’s people.  

 Vs. 26 – Some of John’s disciples are concerned that Jesus has gathered a large following even among 
some of their own. This attitude of competition and rivalry is not uncommon in religious communities. In 
1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul rebukes the church for a party spirit wherein the people had divided 
themselves into camps of those who followed Apollos, Paul, Peter, and Jesus.  

 
b) The Baptist’s Response (vv. 27-30): 
John the Baptist’s response to his disciple’s concerns demonstrates the sort of attitude that is essential to 
any disciple of Jesus. 

 Vs. 27 – John’s ministry was given to him by God. John had no proprietary interest in his ministry. He 
was merely a steward of what had been given to him.  

 Vs. 28 – John’s “I have been sent” is in the perfect tense which likely indicates “that his permanent 
character was that of a man sent from God.”1 It had always been his calling to be a herald of the coming 
Messiah. The irony was that John’s disciples were struggling with the fact that his ministry was proving 
successful.   

 Vs. 29 – “The one who has the bride is the bridegroom” – Here John identifies Jesus as the Bridegroom 
and believers as the bride. The bride is a metaphor for God’s people. In the Old Testament Israel is 
depicted as the LORD’s bride (Isaiah 54:5; 62:4ff; Jeremiah 2:2; 3:20; Ezekiel 16:8; Hosea 2:19ff). 
Likewise the New Testament shows how the church fulfills the picture of God’s people as bride (2 
Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:32).  

 “The friend of the Bridegroom” – The equivalent of the Best Man in our day. He was responsible for many 
of the details of the wedding including bringing the bride to the wedding.  

 “…Therefore this joy of mine is now complete” – The friend of the bridegroom never took center stage. 
But this is does not diminish his joy. John is joyful to see Jesus take his place at center stage. “The news 
[John’s] disciples brought him was what he had been longing to hear. It filled his cup of joy to the full.”2 
Disciples of Jesus find joy in calling attention to Jesus. They seek influence only as a means to gather 
more followers of Jesus.  

                                                           
1 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971) p. 240 
2 Morris, 241 
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 Vs. 30 – “He must increase but I must decrease” – These are final words of John the Baptist recorded in 
John’s Gospel. It is an apt summary of the Baptist’s understanding of his life and ministry. Morris calls 
these words “surely one of the greatest utterances that ever fell from human lips.”3 

 
2. The doctrine that makes the disciple (vv. 31-36)   
This section “underscores a commitment of belief, a challenge to embrace the true identity, origin, and 
mission of Jesus. This is not simply a commitment to some small truth, but an idea of Truth, a system of 
understanding reality, God, and ourselves.”4 
a) Jesus is Lord (vv. 31-35)  

 Vs. 31 – “He who comes from above is above all…” – The differences between Jesus and the Baptist 
(and the rest of us for that matter!) are matters of essence. Though the everlasting Son truly became 
incarnate in the Person of Jesus, the differences between us and Jesus are not ones of degree but ones 
of essence. Being “from above,” means that Jesus’ origins belong to the heavenly, eternal realm. This is 
just another way for John to declare the divinity of Jesus. He is “above all.” That is, Jesus is Lord. The 
disciple follows Jesus not because he is a particularly compelling prophet or because his ethics are 
superior (though they are). The disciple follows Jesus first and foremost because Jesus is Lord.  

 Vs. 32 – “…yet no one receives his testimony.” – The rejection of the crowds in no way diminished the 
truth of Jesus’ lordship. Indeed, he expected such a hostile reception. Though Jesus spoke authoritatively 
the very words of God, most responded in stubborn unbelief (1:11). Jesus was not surprised by this 
(3:11). The Apostle Paul reminded his hearers that the gospel is a stumbling block (1 Corinthians 1:18ff). 
It is news that the unregenerate do not want to hear. 

 Vs. 33 – “Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true” – In contrast, those who 
receive the words of Jesus make it clear that they believe all that God has said. In the days of antiquity, 
important documents were often sealed with wax or clay and imprinted with a sign of the owner. Seals 
were therefore marks of authentication. The one who receives Jesus’ testimony, therefore, is 
acknowledging the truthfulness of all that God says.  

 Vs. 34 – “For he whom God has sent…” – Again, Jesus’ origins are eternal and divine. Therefore, by 
definition, his words are the very words of God.  

 “…for he gives the Spirit without measure.” – This is a reference to the Holy Spirit. This clause is 
connected the one preceding it. So, what is meant is that Jesus is the one to whom the Spirit has been 
given “without measure.” The incarnate Christ will speak God’s words flawlessly because he has been 
given the Spirit “without measure.” These are Trinitarian categories which are central to John’s theology. 
The Holy Spirit was given to prophets in a way that was in keeping with their task (Numbers 11:25-29; 
Judges 3:10; 1 Chronicles 12:18). But Jesus, the Son of God, has the Spirit “without measure,” or “without 
limit.” The Holy Spirit dwells with Jesus in a unique way which owes to the nature of the Godhead.  

 Vs. 35 – The theology of John’s Gospel is profoundly Trinitarian. That is, John regularly takes us into the 
mystery of the relations within the Godhead. Of primary focus is the love between the Father and the 
Son. The Father’s love for the Son is so complete that nothing is beyond the Son’s reach. Everything 
belonging to the Father has been placed in the hands of the Son.  

 
b) Jesus is Savior (vs. 36) 

 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life” – John once again points to belief in Jesus as the way to 
salvation and eternal life. “To believe the testimony and witness of the Son is to believe God, whose life 
is eternal.”5 

 “Whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life but the wrath of God remains on him” – John’s 
emphasis on God’s love does not negate the reality of God’s wrath for those who stubbornly remain in 
their sin. “From here on, in the fourth gospel to be in darkness is to be in the place of God’s wrath.”6 God’s 
wrath is the continual state of the unrepentant sinner. The only escape from God’s just wrath is his 
merciful grace revealed in Jesus.  

                                                           
3 Morris, 242 
4 Gary Burge, John, TNAC (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000) p. 128 
5 Karen Jobes, p. 91 
6 Jobes, 91 


