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Light of the World  
 

 

The “magic” of Christmas is an elusive idea full of catchy jingles, sparkly lights, trees, snow, and 

tinsel. Those things may be enjoyable, but they do not lead us to the momentous significance of 

Advent. The reality of Christmas is far better than magic; it is miraculous. The Word of God became 

flesh. The true Light came into the dark world. Jesus, the God-Man, was born. 

 

In the midst of the “magic” and the busyness of the Christmas season, we, your elders, are asking you 

to pause, to set aside time to meditate on the miraculous, and to consider with us the blessing and joy 

of the coming of Jesus, the Christ. 

 

The story of Christ’s coming is one that spans all of human history from the whispers of Him found in 

Genesis 3 through the promise of His second coming in Revelation. Every passage of Scripture points 

to Him in some way. During these weeks of Advent, we invite you to make a habit of engaging God’s 

Word with us. We pray that this habit will go far beyond the Advent season and that you would find 

time regularly to be in the Word throughout the rest of the year. We hope this booklet will aid you as 

a guide for your individual or family devotions. 

 

We tried to make this booklet accessible for folks in different life stages. Depending on the time you 

have and your family situation, you may choose to read and engage in every part of the devotional on a 

particular day, but you may also just pick out a few parts to focus on. Whether you’re young or old, 

we hope that you will connect with God’s Word through this devotional.  

 

As you take in the Scriptures, sing the songs (perhaps just in your own mind, but feel free to do it out 

loud), read our elders’ thoughts on the passages, ask questions, do the activities...we pray you’ll be 

amazed, challenged, and changed by the astounding love of Christ. We pray that the reality of the 

saving work of Jesus will be impressed upon your hearts so that you can go and be the light of the 

world to your family, to your neighbors, to your classmates, to your coworkers, and to your friends. 

 

Even as we celebrate Christ’s first coming, let us long for His second all the more. 

 

Come and worship Christ the King! 

Burress McCombe 

Pastor of Worship 
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be. 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the Source, the Ending He,  
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see,  
Evermore and evermore! 
 

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
All dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King;  

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring,  
Evermore and evermore! 
 

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
Hymn, and chant, and high thanksgiving, 
And unwearied praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory,  
Evermore and evermore! 

 

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Music: Plainsong, 12th cent. 

John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 
 

“If there is, among the distinctive articles of the Christian faith, one which is basic to all others, it is this: that our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation. This is the affirmation that we have in mind when 

we speak of the doctrine of the incarnation.” (F. F. Bruce) 
 

 It should not surprise us that John’s account of Jesus’ life begins with words so much like the opening 
words of Genesis. For it was through Jesus that God was going to do what was necessary to bring about a new 
creation. God would bring this about through means of the incarnation, perhaps the chief miracle in all the Bible. 
 The doctrine of the incarnation is established in numerous passages which speak of Jesus as “coming in 
the flesh” (1 John 4:2; 2 John 7), being “sent in the flesh” (Romans 8:3), “appearing in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16); he also 
“suffered in the flesh” (1 Peter 4:1), “died in the flesh” (1 Peter 3:18), made peace by abolishing “in the flesh the 
enmity” (Ephesians 2:15), and “made reconciliation in the body of his flesh” (Colossians 1:21-22). In sum, “the Word 
became flesh” (John 1:14). 
 Thus, by the Incarnation we mean that the eternal Word or second Person of the Trinity became a man or 
assumed human flesh at a point in time, yet without ceasing to be God. 
 What is the significance of John referring to Jesus as “the Word”? There are many theories, but the most 
probable is that John is making reference to Genesis chapter 1. In the beginning God spoke creation into being. 
God speaks and worlds are made. In this sense Jesus is the Triune God communicating to us by the Person of the 
Son. The Word has always been God and with God. Here John is taking us into the deeps of the Trinitarian nature 
of God. John is challenging any suggestion that Jesus is anything less than fully and eternally divine. At the same 
time John is showing that the Son has entered the created order. He truly became a man. He entered into our 
plight, yet without sin. The Christ became a baby in a manger without ceasing to be the eternally existing Son.  
 John uses the simplest grammar to establish the fact of Jesus’ divinity. In every sense that we understand 
God being God we are to understand Jesus. In terms of His nature, attributes, and abilities Jesus was everything 
that God is. He was not half God and half man. The incarnation means that Jesus became fully man without 
losing one iota of His “Godness.” He certainly did give up certain privileges belonging to His divine nature, but 
not once was His divine nature compromised or diminished.  
 What is more, Jesus is the agent of creation. “Without him was not anything made that was made.” He is 
the one who gives and sustains life. Everything in the universe bears the stamp “Made by Jesus Christ.” It is Jesus, 
therefore, who holds the keys to life. We find in Him what it means to truly live. And in believing these things, in 
believing in Jesus as He is and for what He has done, we have that life which casts away all darkness.  

~Todd Pruitt 

Sunday, November 27 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Jn.%204.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%208.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pt.%204.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pt.%203.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%201.21-22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
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And all mankind will see God’s salvation... 

Activity 

Using only actions or pictures (we’ve provided a space below) try to tell your family…  
      ~ your favorite meal   
      ~ your favorite game   
      ~ your favorite animal  
      ~ other things you can think to gesture 
 
 It is fun trying to communicate without words, but isn’t very easy, is it? Words help us communicate,  
and Jesus became the Word to communicate God’s great love for us. 

  

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Listen very closely to John 1:1-5.  Now, listen very closely to Genesis 1:1-2.  “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 
 How are these verses similar? To understand these Bible passages, we need to know that Jesus is 
completely God and completely man at the very same time. We  must also know that Jesus is the Word. So, 
when we read that in the beginning was the Word and that the Word was with God and the Word was God, we 
know that it is Jesus Whom this is all about. Jesus is God, and through Jesus all things were created!  
 

Some things to think and talk about… 
 
 How did God make the world, with His hands, or with His Word? 
 What do we use to communicate with each other? 
 How does God communicate with us? 
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Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, 
Noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all, 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
 

Flocks were sleeping,  
Shepherds keeping  
Vigil till the morning new; 
Saw the glory, heard the story, 
Tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
Praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you, 
Christ the babe was born for you. 
 

Sin brought God’s curse;  
Hope in Christ’s birth 
Jesus came to make things new 
Empty cradle, empty stable, 
Empty tomb now serve as proof 
God became flesh, dwelt among us 
Overcame death, now victorious 
Christ the King gives grace to you 
Christ the King is grace for you. 
 
Trad. Polish carol arr. Joseph Barlowe, Text paraphrased by Edith Reed;  
3rd verse written by Burress McCombe 

 
 

 Enmity.  As in hostility or deep division.  Not a word you’ll see on many Christmas cards, but to truly 
appreciate Jesus’ first coming, we must understand enmity’s meaning.      
 What God created was good, very good.  The sin that the serpent led man into was not good.  It was 
worse than not good; it broke relationship and brought division between man and his Holy God.  Enmity. 
 Now, enter joy and peace. The reason joy is a word so often associated with Christmas is because of the 
arrival of the Infant holy, Infant lowly–God’s Son Jesus–who makes peace possible between fallen man and His 
Holy God.  

Praise be to God the Father for sending us the Infant lowly,    
Who has paid for His followers’ sin and makes us holy. 

 
~Jim Smith 

14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
He shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise His heel.” 

Genesis 3:14-15 

Monday, November 28 
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 For a child will be born to us,  
a son will be given to us... 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Enmity. That’s a word we don’t hear that much. It means two people have become enemies and are 
divided. It means there is a broken relationship. 
 As God created the earth, He said at the end of each day that it was good. After making Adam and Eve 
He said it was very good. But (and this is a big but) the serpent led Adam and Eve into sin. That was the 
opposite of good. It was really, really bad. And it brought enmity—enmity between the serpent and Eve—and a 
broken relationship between us and God. 
 How sad it is to have a broken relationship with God! But Jesus came to bring peace between us and 
God to fix that broken relationship!  
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Tell about a time you and a friend, or a family member hurt each other’s feelings. Or remember a time 
you disobeyed your Mom and Dad. Have you ever had a time out? How do you feel when your relationships 
with those you love gets broken, even for a little bit. How do you feel when you need to be alone and separated 
from the fun of the family or class? 

Activity 

 Take a piece of paper and draw pictures 
or write words of things that break relationships 
(like disobeying Mommy, pushing your sister, or 
using harsh or mean words). Take a piece of 
wrapping paper the same size as the paper and 
glue it on top of the paper and cover the things 
that break relationships. Add a pretty bow and a 
gift tag that says, “Jesus is the best present.” 
Remember, His blood covers our sins and heals 
our relationship with God. God sees the 
righteousness of Christ instead of our sin. 
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 Tuesday, November 29 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,  
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height,  
In ancient times didst give the law  
In cloud and majesty and awe.  
 
 
 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free  
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  
From depths of hell Thy people save,  
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  
 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,  
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  
 

O come, Thou Key of David, come  
And open wide our heav’nly home;  
Make safe the way that leads on high,  
And close the path to misery.  
 

12th century Latin text; 13th century tune  

 
 

 Have you ever reflected on the lyrics to the song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”?  Verses 1 and 5 utilize 
titles for Jesus (“Emmanuel” and “Lord of Might”, respectively).  The other verses refer to a type or shadow of 
Christ from the Old Testament.  Verse 2 uses the term “Rod of Jesse” which is a reference to prophecy in Isaiah 
11.  Verse 3 uses a lesser-known term, “Dayspring” – which is another way of saying “morning” or 
“dawn”.  Zacharias’s prophecy recorded in Luke 1 uses “Dayspring” in verse 78 (KJV) to hint at Jesus: “…the 
Dayspring from on high hath visited us”.  And verse 4 of the song uses the phrase “Key of David”, which is a 
reference to Isaiah 22. 
 We know that Moses is another example of a type or shadow of Christ.  In Deuteronomy 18:15-19, we 
see Moses giving one of his final speeches that is a messianic prophecy.  He tells the Israelites that God will 
raise up a prophet who is like him, and from among them.  Moses is confirming that the prophet will be an 
Israelite.  Moses also makes it clear that they will listen to him (v. 15), and that the prophet will speak God’s 
Word (v. 18).  Therefore, we have Moses who is a prophet himself, referring to a future prophet.  But Moses 
foreshadows Jesus in many other ways.  Moses was a shepherd; and Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  Both Moses 
and Jesus gave commandments for their followers to obey.  Both performed miracles and interceded for their 
people; and both mediated a covenant between God and mankind.  But perhaps most importantly, while Moses 
led the Israelites out of physical slavery and bondage in Egypt, Jesus frees us from the spiritual slavery and 
bondage of sin.  This is why we can sing: “Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel” – because Jesus is better than Moses. 
He died to pay the penalty for our sin and rose again conquering death so that we might know true freedom in 
Him. Truly, in Christ, we are no longer “captive Israel”! 

~Jerry Weniger 

15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall 

listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear 

again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right 

in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 

words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that 

he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.  

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
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Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 The song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” uses many different words that really mean Jesus. Why not 
just say, “Jesus?” It’s because the writer wanted us to think deeply about who Jesus is and to look at the Old 
Testament prophecies and see how Jesus answers them all! Remember, all of the Old Testament is telling us 
that, “A Savior it coming!” 
 Another example of this is found in the Old Testament: Moses! How does he point to Christ? Let’s 
think. In one of his last speeches, Moses told the people that God would raise up a prophet from among the 
people who would speak God’s word. Jesus did that! Moses was a shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd! Moses 
gave the people laws to obey. Jesus did that! Moses interceded* for the people before God. Jesus still does that 
for us! And of course, the most obvious to many, Moses led the people out of slavery to Egypt and Jesus leads us 
out of slavery to sin. Yay! Jesus is better than Moses. We are no longer captives, but free! 
 *Interceded-to go between the people and God or to ask God to show mercy to His people 
  

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 How was Moses a “go between?” How is Jesus a “go between?” 

Activity 

 Find and underline or highlight these words that point to Jesus in 
the song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Talk about which each title means. 
 
 Emmanuel   Son of God 
 Lord of might   Rod of Jesse 
 Dayspring   Key of David 

And He will reign as king and act wisely... 
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 Wednesday, November 30 
 

Once in Royal David’s City 

Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven  
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable,  
And His cradle was a stall: 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly  
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
 

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern,  
Day by day like us He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless,  
Tears and smiles like us He knew: 
And He feeleth for our sadness,  
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him  
Thro’ His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heav’n above, 
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 
 

Text:  Cecil F. Alexander; Music:  Henry J. Gauntlett 

 
 

 
 Here we have God’s covenant with David. What is a covenant? A covenant is a binding promise that 
establishes or deepens a relationship between two or more persons. In this covenant, God has promised 
something to David, His chosen king, who is also His servant. In this, God has bound Himself to keep this 
promise.   
 So exactly what is the promise, and how has God fulfilled it? The promise is explicitly stated in verse 4.  
It has two parts.  The first part is, “I will establish your offspring forever…”  God is saying that through David He will 
establish His line (lineage or people) forever. The second part is, “…build your (David’s) throne for all generations.” 
How did God fulfill this promise? Let’s first understand that the descendants of David who became kings of 
Israel did not continue forever. Many of these kings were wicked, and even David himself was guilty of adultery 
and murder. No, the promise was not fulfilled in the kings of Israel, but in Jesus, the One Who came as God’s 
anointed King of God’s elect people, and Who was also part of David’s lineage. His kingdom has come, is 
presently growing, and will continue for all eternity. 
 What about the second part of the promise, “…and make your throne firm through all generations”? The throne 
that David occupied is nowhere to be found. But speaking of the power that raised Jesus from the dead, Paul 
says, “that power is like the working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms,”  (Ephesians 1:19-20).  Did you “catch” that? The throne that is 
firmly established through all generations is Jesus’ throne in heaven. 

 All of this means that the covenant promise God had given to David is only perfectly fulfilled in Christ, 
the King Whose descendants and throne go on forever. And if you have trusted Christ, then you, too, are in that 
line of descendants and this covenant promise is for you. 

 Consider the song, “Once in Royal David’s City”, that accompanies this devotional. Though it has 
David’s name in the title, it is really not a song about David, but rather a song about Jesus, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. When you sing this song, remember that you are singing it to and about Him!   

~Larry Chico 

3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my  
    chosen one; 
    I have sworn to David my servant: 
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 
    and build your throne for all generations.’”   

Psalm 89:3-4 
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A voice of one calling in the desert,  

“prepare the way for the Lord…” 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 In this passage God is talking about a covenant. A covenant is like a promise, only even stronger! God 
never breaks a covenant.  In this covenant God is saying that someone from King David’s family will always be 
on the throne forever and ever.  
 How can this be? Well, David had a child who had a child who had a child and after many children, 
Jesus was born from this family. Other kings die and can no longer rule, but Jesus is the forever King. His rule 
will never end!  
 God kept His promise to David by sending Jesus to be our king! When you trust in Jesus as your King, 
you become part of this royal family, too! 

 
Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What is a family tree? How far back can you trace your family? 
 How is the family tree of Jesus different from all other family trees? 

 If we are in God’s family, we are royalty! Make crowns like the one below and decorate them with 
jewels. Either wear them, or make them to hang on your tree, or in your room. Thank Jesus that He is our 
forever King! 

Activity 
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 Thursday, December 1 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years  
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts  
The blessing of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us,  
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1868; Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1868 

 
 

  If you were told that one of your children would be the greatest sports player the world has ever seen, 
how would you react? Excited? I would be. 
 But what if that “child” wouldn’t be born as your son, but as your great-great-grandchild; therefore, you 
would never see the day of his birth.  You would never meet. 
 And then what if it were said, that in order for this great-great-grandchild to be the greatest, all of your 
children and their children, and so on, needed to be straight A+ students? Still excited? Not so much. But then 
something amazing happens. You’re told that this will happen even in spite of the very failures of your own 
children and their children. 
 How? 
 This truth only exists in Christianity. It is called grace. Even though we fail, God does not. Even though 
David’s offspring failed and failed miserably, God still swore an eternal oath that He would always keep: “One 
of the sons of your body I will set on your throne.” 
 His name is Christ Jesus. He is the offspring of David by twenty-four generations. He was born in a 
lowly estate in Bethlehem and died a lowly death. But He rose from the dead out of love, not by the help of His 
friends or family members, only by Himself and Himself alone. Jesus died the death that we should have died for 
our sin so that for those of us who receive Him, He promises to now abide with us by His Spirit. He is 
Emmanuel (“God with us”). 
 For those of us who look to this Son, and put our hope in him alone, we will never be let down. It is God 
Who keeps His promises, and not us.  

 ~Aaron Roberts 

11 The LORD swore to David a sure oath 
    from which he will not turn back: 
“One of the sons of your body 
    I will set on your throne. 
12 If your sons keep my covenant 
    and my testimonies that I shall teach them, 
their sons also forever 
    shall sit on your throne.”  

Psalm 132:11-12 
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And the Word became flesh  

and dwelt among us... 

 

 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 

 If you were told that your child would be the greatest sports star the world has ever seen, how would you 
feel? Pretty excited?  I bet! Ah, but wait. It’s not going to be your own child, but your great-great-grandchild. You 
won’t be around to see it happen. Still, pretty neat, it’s just too bad you’ll miss out on the excitement. Hold on—
one more detail you need to know. In order for your great-great-grandchild to be the greatest sports star the 
world has ever known, all of your children and all of their children have to be straight A+ students. Nothing less 
than an A+, ever! Well now you might feel pretty bummed out. Who could ever reach those standards?  
 Then something amazing happens. You are promised that even though you aren’t good enough, and your 
kids won’t be good enough, and their kids won’t be good enough, a way will be made for this incredibly gifted 
child to be born anyway! 
 Wow! 
 What is this thing that makes a way even through our failure? It is called grace. You see, King David’s 
children failed, but God still kept this promise to David: “One of the sons of your body I will set on your throne.” 
His name is Jesus! He is the offspring of David…twenty-four generations later! Jesus was fully God and fully man 
at the same time. He lived a perfect life that we could not live, died a terrible death in our place, paying the 
penalty for our sins, and then conquered death by rising from the dead! He lives inside all who receive Him by His 
Holy Spirit. He is called Emmanuel, which means God with us. 
 Yes, God keeps His promises. We cannot be good enough to earn the promises,  but our hope is in  
Him alone! 
 

Some things to think and talk about… 
 
 Emmanuel means “God with us.” Why is Jesus Emmanuel? How is He still Emmanuel even though He no 
longer walks the earth as a man? Grace is God’s favor to us, even though we cannot earn it. Where are places you 
see God’s grace at work in the scriptures and in your own lives? 

Activity 

Make a “God with Us” Ornament 
 
Materials: 

 Twigs that are pretty straight, about 8 inches long 
 Craft and Christmas ribbon, with a green theme if possible 

 (not curling ribbon) 
 Scissors 
 Tacky glue, or glue gun 
 

Instructions: 
 Use ten strips of ribbon 
 Using a box knot, which will make the ribbons stand out 

straight and not turn up and down, tie the first ribbon 
around the branch and continue to tie all ten ribbons up  
the branch. 

 Once the ribbons are all tied on, trim them into a tree shape. 
 Make a loop out of more ribbon, or yarn and glue onto the 

tree ornament to create a hanger. 

The stick wasn’t good enough to decorate a tree 
with, was it? But the presence of the ribbon 
transformed an old twig into something 
beautiful!  The stick didn’t do anything.  
Trying harder won’t do anything to make us 
special, but the presence of God in our lives is 
what changes us! 



13 

 Friday, December 2 
 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But 
Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

 
 

 What child is this? The essential advent focus on God with us (Immanuel) is prophesied in Isaiah 7:14, 
but what is the context of this passage?   
 
 Ahaz is the king of Judah and we remember that the Savior came from the line of Judah (Revelation 
5:5). The king of Israel had formed an alliance with a non-Israelite kingdom to battle against Ahaz. King Ahaz is 
rightly concerned about his reign and Judah’s future. The prophet Isaiah attempts to reassure Ahaz by referring 
to the alliance as “two smoldering stumps of firebrands” in 7:4 (meaning that they are about to be 
extinguished). At the end of verse 9, Ahaz is given a reminder that he is not in control – God is in control. Ahaz 
is told “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.”  
 
 In v. 11 God tells Ahaz to ask for a reassuring sign or a miracle. Notice in verse 12 that Ahaz refuses to 
accept the Lord’s kind offer. Why did Ahaz say no to God? Is Ahaz being firm in his faith? Will God still keep 
His promises in the face of Ahaz’s doubt and disobedience? 
 
 Verse 14 is God’s answer (through his prophet) to the lack of faith displayed by King Ahaz—a sign. 
Isaiah tells not of a typical sign, but tells of the sign that will change everything. God promises to send Himself, 
Immanuel, or “God with us.” Christmas is our opportunity to celebrate the uniqueness of this miraculous 
conception. What child is this? This child is the Creator of the universe who humbly took on human flesh for 
our sake! Naming Jesus “Immanuel” is amazing—God with us! The Word dwells among us! Isaiah 7:14 not only 
points towards the advent season, but also to our salvation. 

~Anthony Tongen 

What Child Is This? 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate,  
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here  
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; 
The cross be borne for me, for you: 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,  
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;  
Come, peasant, king, to own Him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
Text: Traditional English Carol;  
Tune: 16th Century English melody 
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A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;  

from  his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 King Ahaz was scared. There was a lot of conflict in and around his kingdom. Because God is so kind, 
He wanted to give Ahaz a sign. God let Ahaz know that there would come a time when Jesus would come and 
bring peace between God and man. We still have trouble in and around us, but we can remember that God has 
sent Jesus, and we can be with God through His Son. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What might it have been like to have God with us in the Garden of Eden? How do you accept God’s offers 
of reassurance? How can you share with others the comfort you get from knowing that God is with us? What will 
it be like to have God with us in heaven? 

 Do some of the things that you talked about to bring comfort. Maybe give a friend a hug, or smile, or a 
nice card. Maybe take someone who lives alone a meal or a plate of cookies with a note reminding them of God’s 
great love for them. 

Activity 

For you to color... 
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 Saturday, December 3 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored;  
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come,  
Offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
Hail th’ incarnate Deity, 
 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!   
Hail the Sun of  Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings,  
Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Text:  Charles Wesley 
Music:  Felix Mendelssohn; arranged by William H. Cummings 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
    and His name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of His government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
 

 As we have been taught and know, all of Scripture points to Jesus. We read earlier in the week in 
Genesis 3 veiled language of One who was coming who would bruise the head of the serpent. Much of the Old 
Testament writing that is pointing to Jesus uses veiled language referencing One Who is to come.   
 This passage in Isaiah is different; the Lord is using very clear, unmistakable, and direct language. The 
Lord states Who is coming (a son), how He is coming (as a child), what His ultimate role will be (King over 
all—“The government shall be upon his shoulders”), and then the Lord gives us names that He shall be called: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. These names speak directly to the 
attributes of the One coming. 
 Don’t miss the last sentence of verse 7 which states how all of this will take place. “The zeal (passion) of 
the Lord of hosts will do this.”   
 May we rejoice this advent season with the angels and all who have been reconciled to Christ in the 
One who was “Born that man no more may die…Born to give them second birth.”  

~Gary Shickel 
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She will bear a son,  

and you shall call His Name Jesus. 

 
 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 What does the Old Testament tell us? A Savior is coming! 
 What does the New Testament tell us? A Savior has come! 
 The whole Bible points to Jesus, sometimes in hidden ways, and sometimes in very obvious ways. In this 
passage God makes it very clear. Who is coming? (a son) How is he coming? (as a child) What will he be? (a king 
over all—“the government shall be on His shoulder”) How long will he reign? (forever!) 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Mommies and daddies are very careful when they choose names for their children, and then they also 
give loving nicknames like honey bear, sweetheart, and sometimes funny names, too. But in this passage God 
shares some of the things that Jesus will be called. They aren’t silly at all, but amazing. Talk about each of the 
names in verse 6 and what they mean. 

 Get out some construction paper. On one write the name “Jesus” and decorate it as you wish. On some 
other pieces write the other names listed in Isaiah 9:6 and decorate as nicely as you are able, but also include an 
arrow, or even cut the paper into an arrow. Tape everything up on a door, window, or use magnets to stick to your 
refrigerator. Have all the names point to Jesus, our Savior who has come! 

Activity 

 MIGHTY 

GOD 
Jesus 
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 Sunday, December 4 
 

 
 

 There are a few of us who continue the practice of using firewood to heat our homes in the winter. Some 
interpret this ritual as economical and nostalgic while others see it as an invitation to injury. Regardless, 
collecting firewood involves the annual routine of heading to the forest with a chainsaw in search of a renewable 
heat source. As one walks through the woods they pass by the rotting stumps left behind from previous years’ 
cutting. This collection of stumps is of no value. Their glory days are long over and their worth burnt to ashes.  
 This is the picture we get of what is left behind of God’s people Israel. After decades of rebellion against 
God they experienced grave judgement by the powerful nation of Assyria. Israel was cut down and scattered, 
leaving behind a field of stumps. On the surface Israel appears to be a wasteland, hopeless and lifeless. If you 
remember Jesse was the father of King David. David’s royal line was supposed to produce a glorious earthly king, 
the Messiah, who would rule on the throne of David forever. But as it stood the royal line was nothing but a 
rotting family tree. Hope was all but lost for God’s people. Into this situation, into decades of despair, the prophet 
Isaiah spoke words of hope to the faithful remnant. 
 God was working beneath the surface of history. From the root of the stump of Jesse, would come a 
shoot, a branch, a person full of the Spirit, wisdom, understanding, counsel and might (Isaiah 11:2). This Branch 
would reign as king and deal wisely, and execute justice and righteousness in the land (Jeremiah 23:5). Each year 
we celebrate the incarnation of the King (Emmanuel) at Christmas. Jesus is the promised root, shoot, and branch. 
King Jesus has come and He will come again. He rules and reigns with authority and justice over the righteous 
and the wicked. Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered 
(Revelation 5:5). 
  The next time you pass by a tree stump remember this, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18). The Messiah has come 
and He will come back once again. 
                    ~John Kidd 

1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 And His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what His eyes see, 
    or decide disputes by what His ears hear,  
 

Isaiah 11:1-5 
4 but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 
    and with the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt of His loins.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,  
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height,  
In ancient times didst give the law  
In cloud and majesty and awe.  
 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free  
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  
From depths of hell Thy people save,  
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  
 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,  
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  
 

O come, Thou Key of David, come  
And open wide our heav’nly home;  
Make safe the way that leads on high,  
And close the path to misery.  
 

12th century Latin text; 13th century tune  



18 

 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men with whom He is pleased.  

 
 

 Main Ideas Made Simple 
 

 Have you ever spent a long time carefully building a great big block tower only to have it demolished by a 
toddler? Ugh! It is so disappointing and frustrating. The destruction is complete! In Isaiah 10 God tells his people that 
Jerusalem would be completely destroyed, and that’s even worse than your block tower coming down, because it 
means real people’s homes would be ruined. Lives would be lost. The whole thing is very scary and sad. But God is a 
God of hope! 
 A tree in our yard came down in a windstorm. Just a stump remained. It looked dead: as dead and sad as 
defeated Jerusalem. But a few months later, right out of the stump of that tree, a little shoot appeared!  
 That’s what God’s promise of a Messiah is like. His people may have been scattered and their city destroyed, 
but he would not forget his promise! He would send the forever King, Jesus, from the line of King David! David’s father 
was Jesse. So in Isaiah 11:1 when it says, “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit,” it means the line of the Messiah was not dead. The tree would grow again and Jesus the Messiah 
would come! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 

 Jesse had his son David, and many generations later, Jesus was born from this same family. Mary was a very 
young woman, and Joseph a carpenter. Why do you think God chose such a simple family to raise His Son? 
This Bible passage talks about Jesus being a righteous judge. What does that mean?  

 Just a few days ago we talked about family trees. Make your own family tree. You may use the one below, 
adding as many branches as necessary, or make your own. Talk as a family about each person you can remember. What 
were their strengths? Did they know Jesus? Were they kind? What did they teach you? How did God use them in your 
family’s history? How is God using you in your family’s history? Pray for people in in your family that don’t yet know 
Jesus.  
 If you are adopted and know your birth family, you can make a two-sided family tree with you as the trunk, 
your adoptive family as the branches and your birth family as the roots. God chooses both our adoptive families and our 
birth families to work His in our lives. 

Activity 
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 In years gone by when I have heard this well-known and oft-sung carol, I unknowingly thought of “rest” 
as something I was supposed to do. It was my part and duty during the Christmas season. I am supposed to 
rest, meditate, and reflect on Christ during this time of year. While this is true, it is not what is being conveyed 
in the carol or the Isaiah passage. 

 It is “GOD rest ye.” He is the giver of comfort, peace, and cessation of striving. God is the one who 
causes this to happen. He has done it by sending Christ to atone for our sin while we were yet sinners, thus 
breaking Satan’s power. This fact is “news” (the old English rendering is “tidings”) that brings us comfort and 
joy. Note how often the words “news,” “call out,”  and “speak” are used in the Isaiah passage. 

 In our conversation this season, may we as His people be bold in calling out and speaking the name of 
Jesus, thus reminding those with whom we speak of the comfort and joy He brings to all who will call upon 
Him for salvation. 

 ~Mike Marsh  

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
    that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
9 Go on up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
    lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Behold your God!”  

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

God rest you merry, gentlemen,  
Let nothing you dismay,  
Remember Christ our Savior  
Was born on Christmas Day,  
To save us all from Satan’s pow'r,  
When we were gone astray;  
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy,  
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
From God our Heav’nly Father, 
A blessed Angel came;  
And unto certain shepherds,  
Brought tidings of the same:  
How that in Bethlehem was born  
The Son of God by Name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
 
 

“Fear not then,” said the angel, 
“Let nothing you affright, 
This day is born a Savior 
Of a pure virgin bright, 
To free all those who trust in Him 
From Satan’s pow’r and might.” 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
The message of the angel  
One day would be fulfilled,  
When on the cross of Calvary  
The sinless Christ was killed, 
And in three days He rose just as  
The Father’s love had willed. 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
18th Century English carol 
Third verse: Kirk Ward, New City Fellowship, St. Louis 

Monday, December 5 
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Arise, shine, for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Notice how often the words “news,” “call out,” and “speak” are used in this Bible passage. In our 
conversation this Christmas season, may we as God’s people be bold in calling out and speaking the name of 
Jesus. Let us remind those with whom we speak of the comfort and joy that Jesus brings to all who call on His 
name for salvation. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Look carefully in this Bible passage. List some of the good news that you can share. What does it mean 
when it says, “and all flesh shall see it together?” What will they see?  

 Let’s do what this Bible passage says and proclaim the good news that Jesus has come! 
 Get out the construction paper, scissors, markers, and glitter (if you dare!). Pull out your Bibles to find 
some great Bible verses to share and make some Christmas cards, but not just ones with pictures of Christmas 
trees and presents. Make sure these cards tell the good news that Jesus has come,  and that God’s glory has  
been revealed! 
 Pray about to whom you should give these cards. Do you have a neighbor who doesn’t know Jesus, or a 
family member who needs encouraging? How about taking some cards that share the good news of Jesus to a 
nursing home? 
 Pray that Jesus will use this simple means of kindness to open up people’s hearts to Him. 

Activity 

For you to color... 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold Him born the King of angels! 
 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
O sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
 
Text:  Latin Hymn ascribed to John Francis Wade; Music:  John Francis Wade 

Tuesday, December 6 
 

 
 

 We have before us today a classic messianic prophecy from the book of Isaiah. The passage is framed as 
God the Father issuing a proclamation to God the Son, saying the Father will give the Son as a “covenant for the 
people.”  A covenant is a promise made by God, so the Father is telling us that Jesus is God’s promise to us. And 
what is the nature of this promise? It is the promise of redemption, of Jesus the Messiah restoring us to a right 
relationship to God. We are told that Jesus will “open the eyes that are blind” and release the “prisoners from 
the dungeon.” The Bible tells us that, as sinners, our eyes are blind, and we can’t see God’s truth. It also tells us 
that as sinners we are prisoners or slaves to sin, unable to escape from the power and control of sin. Jesus has 
come so that by His sinless life, His death on the cross, and His glorious resurrection our eyes are opened and 
we are set free from the tyranny of sin. 
 There is another interesting phrase in this passage which is easy for us to miss, but which carries a lot of 
meaning. God the Father declares that God the Son will be “a light for the nations.” Remember the context of 
this passage. Isaiah is a prophet for the nation of Israel, God’s covenant people. Yet, here God is saying this 
Messiah will be a light for the nations, not just for the people of Israel. Christ’s coming had world-wide 
implications, and it still does. We are called to proclaim to the entire world, near and far, the good news of Jesus 
Christ. We also greatly rejoice in the fact that God is calling a people to Himself from all nations, tribes, and 
tongues, and that Jesus Christ is the Light of God to them just as He is to us. 
 Lastly, we see the appropriate response to the wonderful proclamation by God the Father, and that is 
adoration and praise. In verse 8 of the passage, God declares He is the Lord and He alone is worthy of glory. 
When we consider the redemption of God as provided through Jesus our Savior, we can do nothing else but give 
glory to God. That is why we join with the choirs of angels in singing, “Glory to God, all glory in the highest.”  
This Christmas season, as we celebrate the coming of Jesus, let us give glory to God alone as we come and 
“adore Him, Christ the Lord.” 

~J.D. Patton  

Isaiah 42:5-9 
5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
    a light for the nations, 

7 open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to carved idols. 
9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
    I tell you of them.”  
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 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 This Bible passage was written a very long time ago—even before Jesus was born! It is called a 
“Messianic Prophecy” because Isaiah, the prophet, is telling about the Messiah who will come. Look in verse 6. 
God the Father is saying that the Messiah will be a light for the nations, not just the nation of Israel. This speaks 
to us even today! God wants us to go into all the nations to share the light of Jesus. He wants the whole earth to 
praise Him, and to turn away from idols.  
 Let us all give glory to God, praising Him and sharing His light with everyone! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What is a prophecy? Whom is a “Messianic Prophecy” about? Look at verse 7. How are people who 
don’t know Jesus like those who are blind, or those who are in prison?  

 Tonight before bedtime, light a candle 
with your family. Turn off all the lights and 
notice how beautifully the candlelight glows.  
Pray and thank Jesus for coming to be the light 
of the world. Pray for people that you know 
who have not asked Jesus into their hearts, yet, 
that He would shine into their darkness and 
bring them to Himself.  

Activity 
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 Wednesday, December 7 
 

Go Tell it on the Mountain 

Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born. 

 
While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. 

 
The shepherds feared and trembled  
When, lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus  
That hailed our Savior’s birth. 
 
Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation  
That blessed Christmas morn. 
 
Text: Traditional Spiritual; stanzas written by John W. Work II 
Music: Traditional Spiritual  

 
 

 Throughout the Bible, the theme of darkness is used to convey the spiritual reality of a world without 
God, without hope, and lost in sin and rebellion. The prophet, Isaiah, speaks into this reality with the hope of 
the light of God and the message was one that foreshadowed the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 When Isaiah tells Israel to, “Arise, shine” he is telling them to do something that can only happen if God 
equips them to do so. The people of God were unable to arise out of their sin and were only able to do this if 
God worked in them. The same is true for the command to “shine.” It is only the light of God shining through 
his people that has the ability to pierce through the darkness of the world. Isaiah speaks in the prophetic 
perfect tense meaning he speaks definitely about what will happen as if it has already happened. So sure is the 
fulfillment of God’s covenant promises that Isaiah can speak with such boldness. John, in his gospel, picks up 
on this theme when he speaks of Jesus as that fulfilment: “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5) 
 The end result of the light of Jesus shining through his people is that men, women, and children from 
every walk of life and from every nation, will come to believe in him. 
 We see the beauty of God’s covenant faithfulness in that God has always been the one to initiate with 
us, give us a heart of faith, and allow us to be a part of sharing the light of Jesus to a dark and unbelieving world.
  

~Tim Frost 

Isaiah 60:1-3 
1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall cover 
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
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 ...and they shall call his name Immanuel 
which means, God with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Have you ever had the electricity go out during a storm? All of the sudden things are very different. None 
of the lights work, you can’t watch TV or videos, and the microwave doesn’t work either! You might light 
candles and use flashlights to see. Sometimes the electricity comes back on pretty quickly, but other times it 
takes a very long time. 
 Then, suddenly the lights come back on! You were expecting the electricity to come back, but it is still 
kind of a surprise when it does. Everybody is happy! This is a little bit like the Bible verse for today when it says, 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come.” Sin was a somewhat like a great big power outage making our lights go 
out, but Jesus came to restore the lights. Isaiah was telling the Israelites that soon the “lights of their lives” 
would be restored! 
 Yes, Jesus is the light, and those on whom the light has come “rise and shine.” We have joy because we 
are reconciled with God the Father and have peace in Him and a hope for our future.  
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What are some things that are hard to do without electricity? What are some things we can do because 
of electricity? Without Jesus we have no relationship with God. Talk about what life is like without a 
relationship with God.  With Jesus we can have relationship with God! Talk about how different that makes life. 
What does it mean to be reconciled with God? 

Activity 

 Get out some paper, a pencil, and 
scissors. Cut up some strips of paper, 2-3 
strips per person in your family. On each 
strip write a simple object: cat, ice cream 
cone, bagel, toothbrush, guitar, book, etc. and 
fold the strips in half so no one else sees. Take 
turns picking a paper and drawing what is on 
the paper while everyone else guesses what is 
being drawn. Here’s the trick. You have to 
draw without looking. You must be in 
complete darkness. So, either use a blindfold, 
or simply close your eyes. Take turns drawing 
and guessing.  
 It’s pretty hard to draw without 
seeing, isn’t it? 
 Without the light of Jesus, we are 
unable to do the things for which we are 
created. But Jesus has come as the light of the 
world! In Him we have all we need! 

For you to color... 
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 Thursday, December 8 
 

 
 

The prophet Jeremiah isn’t known for his smiles and happy news, as he lived in the declining culture of 
Israel. This “weeping prophet” was used by his God to rebuke, admonish and warn the Jewish nation for their 
sin and its consequences before a holy God. But, like a warm cup of soup on a cold, damp December day, 
Jeremiah’s message here is extraordinarily upbeat. He’s under confinement for his previous salvoes of judgment.  
Ahead of him is more severe imprisonment and even being thrown into a cistern. But this is a different message.  
Do you see the rays of hope? Can you sense the warmth of these promises in a spiritually frigid time? These are 
powerful words on their own, but in context, well, they might make some angels sing. 
 “Justice and righteousness,” in short supply at that time, will be the rule of the day. “Judah will be 
saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely.” These words lift the spiritual chins of all who hear them. Who is the 
Agent of this change, the bodily fulfillment of these promises? He is “the righteous Branch,” the One Whose 
name is “The Lord is our righteousness.”   
 And how might the residents of Heaven respond to these words of divine guarantee? What could be 
their spontaneous reaction to salvation and justice and righteousness on Earth, starting with a newborn in 
Bethlehem? The angels sing. Of course they do. And so do we.   

“Gloria in excelsis Deo.” 
Glory to God in the highest! 

~Steve Draper 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echo back their joyous strains. 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 
Traditional French Carol 

14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and He shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. 
And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’” 
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 ...you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, 
and the days of your mourning will be over. 

  

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 The prophet Jeremiah wasn’t known for his smiles and happy news. Instead, he was used by God to 
warn the Jewish people of the great consequences of sin. You see, during this time in history, God’s people were 
not following His ways. But this time Jeremiah is sharing a different message—he is sharing words of hope! The 
One Whose name is “The Lord of Righteousness” will change everything from despair to hope! He will send 
Jesus to rescue His people! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Who is the righteous Branch that will bring justice and righteousness? Who will save Judah? How does 
this give us hope today? What does righteous mean? Why do we need someone to be our righteousness? 

 Make a sign that says, “The Lord is our righteousness.”  Have everyone in your family help to color 
and decorate it and to sign their name on it. Hang it up where you all will see it often. Next time you disobey 
and ask forgiveness, look at the sign. Remember that Jesus was perfect on your behalf. Use the space below 
to brainstorm or to sketch your ideas. 

Activity 
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Daniel 2:44 
44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the 
kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall 
stand forever,  

Friday, December 9 
 

Joy to the World!  
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods,  
Rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found,  
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
 

 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

Text by Isaac Watts, based on Psalm 98;  
Music by G. F. Handel; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836 

 
 

 In the Old Testament God’s people longed for a coming kingdom, one with no end.  They dreamed of all 
things being made right by an anointed One, a King who would reign perfectly. 
 However, in the time of Daniel, the dream of a perfect kingdom seemed very far away.  God’s people had 
turned their back on Him.  God divided their country and gave them over to be conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, 
the king of Babylon. The Babylonians seized Jerusalem and took many of God’s people into exile away from their 
homes. But Daniel and his three friends continued to serve God faithfully in the foreign land and because of God’s 
kindness, they became great advisors to King Nebuchadnezzar.   
 Then, one night King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that was very disturbing. He demanded that someone, 
anyone, tell him both the dream and it’s meaning.  No one could, but Daniel trusted God to provide him with the 
dream and its meaning. God answered Daniel’s prayer! 
The dream was of a statue made of different materials that is destroyed.  Just as the statue was destroyed, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, and several kingdoms after it would be destroyed.  These kingdoms would be later 
replaced by kingdom that would fill the earth. The prophesy came true!  
 The dream pointed forward to the kingdom which God’s people had so longed for!  It would be one that 
would fill the whole earth.  Daniel prophesied of the coming Kingdom that God, Himself would establish in and 
through Jesus Christ! God chose to grow His kingdom through the church which we get to be a part of! 
As we sing Joy to the World, we rejoice that Christ reigns supreme over all the nations.  We can trust that he will 
take care of His people, the ones He came to save.  Jesus came as a humble servant and one day He will return for 
his church as the Mighty King. Come Lord Jesus. 

~Josh Lookabill  
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 The people that walked in darkness  
have seen a great light... 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Just like the people in the Old Testament longed for the coming Messiah, the King who would reign 
perfectly, we long for Jesus to return. We look forward to the forever-perfect Kingdom of God. 
 Do you remember the stories of King Nebuchadnezzar? He captured Jerusalem and took many people 
captive. One of those people was Daniel. Through God’s kindness and Daniel’s faithfulness, Daniel became an 
advisor to the king.  
 One time, King Nebuchadnezzar had a frightening dream. He commanded his wise men to tell him what 
he had dreamed and what the dream meant, but they could not. So Daniel prayed and God showed him the 
dream. In the dream there was a great big statue that represented the kingdoms of the world. Of course, it 
crumbled and fell because the kingdoms of this world are only temporary. In place of the statue, a great 
mountain appeared and filled the earth. This represented God’s Kingdom, which is eternal and will fill the earth!  
 This dream pointed forward to Jesus. God, Himself establishes His Kingdom through Jesus Christ! 
Today we sing, “Joy to the World!” because Jesus has come! We sing “Joy to the World!” because we know he 
will come again and establish the forever Kingdom of God! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What is God’s Kingdom? Why did Jesus have to die to build this never-ending Kingdom? What must 
we do to become a citizen of God’s Kingdom?  

 Celebrate God’s Kingdom! Get out the paper, markers, and crayons and design a flag that helps you 
remember important things about God’s never-ending Kingdom. Hang it up in your house to remind you that 
Jesus is the great King. 

Activity 
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Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    One who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
3 Therefore He shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has given birth; 

 
then the rest of His brothers shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
4 And He shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength 
of the Lord, 
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth. 
5 And He shall be their peace.  

 
 

The God of all the universe, the One who formed everything, has the power to work in fantastically 
grand ways. We see His might displayed in creation. Simply by the force of His word, nothingness became all 
that we know.  

Despite His astounding power, God usually chooses to act in very ordinary and unfantastic ways. He 
often chooses “what is weak in the world to shame the strong” (1 Corinthians 1:27). This was the gist of Micah’s 
prophecy about the coming Messiah. He would come from Bethlehem, a little, insignificant town.  

Micah foretells this ruler who would come from this overlooked place would be a shepherd to His 
people. He would stand “in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God.” “And He shall be their peace.” Notice 
that He does not make peace, but rather, Jesus is Himself their peace.  

He is our peace as well. Disarmament is not our peace. The right man in the White House is not our 
peace. The success of our children is not our peace. Finding the right person to marry is not our peace. Having 
enough money, friends, power, prestige…you name it—none of these are our peace. Only the One who came 
from the little town of Bethlehem is our peace, because through Him we have peace with God. May the true 
peace of Christ be our hope and our heartbeat throughout this Advent season (and beyond). 

~Burress McCombe 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years  
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 
 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts  
The blessing of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us,  
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1868; Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1868 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Saturday, December 10 
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 Then you will see and be radiant,  

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 God is Mighty! Just think, with only the power of His voice, He spoke and the whole universe was 
created. How amazing is that? But, even though He is so powerful, He often uses very simple and ordinary 
things for His great work. Just like this Bible passage says, He chose tiny little Bethlehem to be the place where 
Jesus, His Son, the Messiah would be born.  
 This passage also tells us that Jesus was the people’s peace. They may have been expecting someone to 
come and make peace between them and the other nations, but this says Jesus Himself would be their peace. 
Jesus is our peace, too. We often think if we are popular we will have peace, or if we had a family that never 
argued we would have peace. We try to find peace by putting in our earphones and listening to music, or 
shutting our door and reading. But nope, Jesus is our peace. Our sinful nature caused us to be enemies of God. 
But Jesus is our peace. Trusting in Him makes us have peace with God—and that is enough. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What is peace? Why do we need Jesus to have peace with God? How do we have peace with God?  

Activity 

 Doves are a symbol of peace. 
 Our lives are often far from peaceful, in fact, 
they can be pretty crazy. Sometimes we have stress, 
or conflict. But none of these things change that Jesus 
is our peace.  
 Copy the picture of the dove on the next page 
so that everyone in your family has one. Everyone can 
fill in their dove with lots of simple little designs like 
the example. This can remind you that even though 
we may have lots of hard or stressful things in our 
life, Jesus is our peace.  
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in His hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heav’nly food 
 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
That the pow’rs of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away. 
 
At His feet the six-winged seraph; 
Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the Presence, 
As with sleepless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia,  
Alleluia Lord Most High!” 
 
Words: Liturgy of St. James, tr. Gerard Moultrie;  
Music: 17th century French melody 

Sunday, December 11 
 

  

“I didn’t know, really, I didn’t know,” said the scared little boy as the tiny shed behind his home 
collapsed in flames. This is a lack of information–that playing with matches in a storage shed housing gas-
driven machines might lead to conflagration. For him, you teach and train, confirming the link between fire and 
flammables. But in these powerful verses from John 1, we learn that a lack of information was not the problem.   
 “The true light, which gives light to everyone was coming into the world.”  But it is even better-“He 
was in the world, …”  “He came to His own, …”  John says “the true light” is the One through Whom the world 
was made (vs 10). And we learn that this was the One and only Son in verse 14. Letting Scripture interpret 
Scripture, Paul informs us that “by Him all things were created … all things were created by Him and for 
Him.” (Colossians 1:16) So, there it is. All the information we need to understand. 
 But hear what else our passage tells us: “… yet the world did not know Him, …  and His own people did 
not receive Him.” This moves beyond “I didn’t know” to “I refuse to believe.” That is a whole different problem–
rejection of the truth, a refusal to believe. And the bad news is that each of us has lived in that camp. Heaven’s 
judicial court would find us guilty. And then God stepped in. 
 With Jesus coming to us as a man, God has provided an extraordinary alternative. There are actually 
people who DO “receive Him.” The folks who believe in His name and receive Him have an astounding change.  
Do they get to become good people, rich people, well-respected people? The nicest folks in the neighborhood?  
Nobel Peace Prize winners? Better than that–they get “to become children of God.” And just before we start 
exalting them, puffing up their pride, John is very clear–these folks don’t get this believing and receiving 
through family lineage or a spiritual boot-strap effort. They were born of God–His plan, His work. 
 Is it any wonder that we are silent at times before the Creator Savior as we celebrate His arrival  
in Bethlehem? 

~Steve Draper 

John 1:9-13 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 
12 But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given... 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Sometimes we just don’t know something. There is no shame in that. We just need to be taught. Once 
we have been taught, then we can know and understand. 
 Today’s verse tells us, “…yet the world did not know Him…and His own people did not receive Him.” 
Oh, this is very sad. God’s people had been instructed and taught, yet refused to know. This is a very different 
problem indeed. Everyone who has heard the truth, but chooses not to believe, is guilty of sin. But God stepped 
in! God had a plan. He sent Jesus so that people could “receive Him” by believing. It would be God’s work in us 
allowing us to believe.  
 It’s so amazing that sometimes, as today’s song suggests, we just keep silent considering what could 
have happened if we had to stand before God guilty of unbelief and rejoicing that He has rescued us. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What do you think is the difference between not knowing something and knowing it, but refusing to 
believe? What are the consequences of refusing to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?  

 Take a minute or two to be silent as you think about all that God, by the work of the Holy Spirit, and 
through His Son, has done for you.  Draw some of your thoughts below. 

Activity 
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 We will never fully comprehend it...Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man. As God, He has no heritage as 
He was from the beginning and ever will be (see Hebrews 7: 1-4). However as man, it is of great importance for 
us to see the legitimacy of his humanness as recorded in Matthew 1 and also in Luke 3. It helps solidify in our 
thinking and believing that He was like us in every way, yet without sin. Think about and thank God for those 
godly people in your heritage who influenced you in growing in Christ-likeness. If you are a first generation 
Christian and have no Godly people in your heritage, then thank God for your salvation and pray for those of 
your future lineage that they may come to know Christ thus starting a lineage that begins with you! Even now, 
we all can proclaim with David in Psalm 61:5, "You have given me the heritage of those who fear your name!" 
 "Once In Royal Davids City' was penned by Cecil Frances Alexander, an Anglo-Irish woman whose 
husband was the pastor of a small Irish parish church. She wrote several hymns to help teach children the 
Apostles' Creed. "All Things Bright and Beautiful" illustrated the first phrase of the creed about God the Father, 
''Maker of heaven and earth". This hymn, "Once in Royal David's City" teaches about the phrase "conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary". She had a knack for taking major biblical themes and boiling them 
down to a few easily understood lines. She also had a great heart for the "poor and mean, and lowly'' evidenced 
by her regular visitation of the sick in the parish, especially children. Of note, this was also one of the most 
favorite hymns of our recently departed brother, Jack Richardson! 

 ~Mike Marsh  

Matthew 1:1-17 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and 
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was 
the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram 
the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 12 And after the 
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel 
the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and 
Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud,15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of 
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was 
born, who is called Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to 
the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ  
fourteen generations. 

Once in Royal David’s City 

Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven  
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable,  
And His cradle was a stall: 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly  
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern,  
Day by day like us He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless,  
Tears and smiles like us He knew: 
And He feeleth for our sadness,  
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see Him  
Thro’ His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heav’n above, 
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 
 

Text:  Cecil F. Alexander; Music:  Henry J. Gauntlett 

Monday, December 12 
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 For the Lord has comforted His people;  

  

 

 
Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 We cannot completely understand it. Jesus came to earth and was a person, just like you and me, but at 
the very same time, he was God! How can that be? Like us, he had to learn how to walk and talk. He probably 
fell down and skinned his knee. He had a mommy and daddy to obey, and chores to do. But unlike us, he never 
ever sinned. Not even in his thoughts! God placed Jesus in a loving family. Because like us, he needed to learn 
and grow. His mommy and daddy taught him lots of things, just like in your family! A family is a good gift from 
God.  
 The hymn, Once in Royal David’s City tells us a little bit about the life of Jesus, that he was born to his 
mommy, and was a child who cried and smiled. Read this hymn aloud. You’ll find that it is actually a story! It is 
the story of Jesus. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What are some ways you have seen God’s plan unfold in your family? What are some things to thank 
God for in your family? 

 Get out the old family scrapbooks, picture albums, and videos. Talk about family memories of good 
times and hard times, too. Talk about how you can see God’s plan unfolding for your family. Pray about the 
things that you still are waiting for Him to do. 

Activity 
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Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,  
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Joy to those who long to see Thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing news,  
Glad tidings of a birth; 
“Go to Him, your praises bringing; 
Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 
 
 
 

Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end; 
By His life He brings us gladness, 
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, 
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder, 
Christ was born the Lord of all. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit, 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 
Text by Charles Wesley (1744) and Mark Hunt (1978)   
Tune by R.H. Pritchard, 1855 

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus 

Matthew 5:17-20 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 
 

 This passage is, at first blush, very frightening. Jesus warns us that if we break one jot or tittle of the 
law we are condemned. Thankfully, this passage also provides tremendous good news. Jesus informs us that He 
fulfills the law. One way He did this was by keeping the law perfectly (John 8:46).   
 Another way Jesus tells us that He fulfilled the law (Luke 24:25-27) is by actualizing all the prophets 
had foretold under the old covenant. Reading the prophets’ writings from hundreds of years B.C., as they clearly 
anticipated Jesus’ advent and work, we comprehend the phrase “long-expected Jesus” in the song above.   
 There is a third way Jesus fulfilled the law—by completely paying the penalty for our sins (the times we 
have broken the law). In Christ, through His shed blood, our sins are covered. Paul explains that we are 
crucified with Him that the body of sin might be destroyed (Romans 6:6-8). It is amazing that, implicit in 
today’s Scripture, because of Jesus’ advent, life, death and resurrection, our righteousness actually exceeds the 
scribes and Pharisees and we are permitted to enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 Jesus tells us (Matthew 22:36–40) about the greatest law, “You shall love the Lord your God,” and the 
next greatest, to love our neighbors as ourselves. The season of Christmas reminds us of the sacrificial love that 
Jesus demonstrated by His advent, coming down from Heaven to save a fallen world. At this time of year, and 
always, let us cultivate and demonstrate this love—for our Lord and our neighbors. Intriguing, this is how we 
fulfill the law.  “He that loves another has fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8). 

~Hal Baker 

Tuesday, December 13 
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 The Redeemer will come to Zion,  
to those in Jacob who repent of their sins.  

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Wow! This is a little scary. Jesus warns us that even the tiniest bit of disobedience gets us in big trouble 
with God. And guess what? Every one of us has been at least a little bit bad at some point. It’s a good thing that 
the Bible also tells us that Jesus fulfilled the law in three ways. First, He was able to keep the law of God 
perfectly. Second, every Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah was answered by Jesus. And finally, the 
Bible tells us that Jesus completely paid the penalty for our sins. For those who depend on Jesus, and accept His 
righteousness as their own, then their righteousness actually exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees.  
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 How did Jesus show sacrificial love by keeping the law perfectly, fulfilling the prophecies, and giving us 
His righteousness? Is there anything that we can do to add to His righteousness? 

 List several good things you have done on a piece of paper. Now, think of one thing you have done 
wrong. Rip up your paper of good things. We cannot be saved by those good things! That one wrong thing 
undoes all the good. Throw the ripped paper away. You don’t need a list of good things you have done! No, 
instead you just need to trust in Jesus! He has done the good work for us, that we couldn’t do. 

Activity 
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 Wednesday, December 14 
 

Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be.30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David,33 and He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring, evermore and evermore! 
 

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
Hymn, and chant, and high thanksgiving, 
And unwearied praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory, evermore and evermore! 

 

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Music: Plainsong, 12th cent. 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be. 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the Source, the Ending He,  
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore! 
 

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
All dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King; 

 
 

 What kind of greeting had Mary received from the angel Gabriel? This was a unique greeting because it 
was both terrifying and grace-filled. We know it was terrifying because of Mary's response, for we are told, 
“Mary was greatly troubled at his words…” Furthermore, the angel reassures her and says, “Do not be afraid 
Mary, you have found favor with God.” 
  But we also know that it was a grace-filled greeting by its content. For the angel says, “you are highly 
favored!  The Lord is with you.” Indeed, the announcement by the angel is astounding beyond words. Certainly, 
Mary could not have fully understood the angel’s pronouncement at that time. How could she? The angel tells 
her that she would give birth to a son whom she would name Jesus. “Jesus” means “God is salvation.” How 
could Mary have possibly understood that she would give birth to the God Who is salvation? How can we 
grasp this? Only by faith!   
 He would be great and be called the Son of the Most High. He would take the throne of David, reign 
over God’s people forever, and establish a kingdom that would never end. These were promises that her people, 
the people of Israel, had been taught for generation after generation since the time of their greatest king, David. 
And now the fulfillment of all these promises would be growing in her womb as the Holy Spirit came upon her 
and the power of the Most High overshadowed her, though she was yet a virgin. 
 This would be God’s work from beginning to end. How could Mary have possibly understood this? 
Indeed, she could not. In fact, she would continue to grow in her understanding of this announcement the rest 
of her life. 
 We, too, need to be awestruck by this announcement. For He is Jesus, “God is salvation!” We can only 
know Him as Savior and Lord if we trust that His life, sacrificial death, and resurrection are our only hope. 
Apart from Him we cannot stand before a holy, holy, holy God. Indeed, He is not like us, for He is fully God!  
Indeed, He is just like us, for He took on flesh! He is the fulfillment of every promise that God made to redeem a 
people for Himself. As the one who sits on David’s throne, He is God’s chosen king; therefore, He is also the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Our only response can be to worship this promised Savior! Bow down and 
worship Him, for He alone is worthy! 

~Larry Chico 
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...and the Lord God will give Him the throne  

of His father David... 

  
 

 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 How could Mary possibly understand all that the angel Gabriel was telling her? How could she believe 
that she was going to have a baby that would be God’s own Son, and her baby would be the God Who is 
salvation? It was only by faith that she could begin to believe anything so amazing!  
 Through all of her childhood she had heard of God’s promise to rescue His people. She had heard the 
Messiah would come and establish a kingdom without end. Now this baby, the baby that would grow inside of 
her, would be this great King! There was NO WAY she could understand all of what God would do through  
her baby.   
 We, too, need to be amazed at this announcement from the angel Gabriel. “God is salvation!” Just like 
Mary, it is by faith that we believe and trust in Jesus. By faith we believe that His death and resurrection is our 
hope of salvation.  
 Jesus: not like us because He is fully God.  
                    Jesus: just like us because He was fully man. 
                                          Jesus: King of kings, Lord of lords, promised Savior! 
  
 By faith we believe, and upon believing we respond with worship and praise for He is worthy! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 The things that Gabriel told Mary seemed impossible! She must have wondered how she could have a 
baby without a husband and how could this baby be God’s Son. 
 What does it mean to believe something “by faith”? From where does faith come? Why do we need faith 
to worship the Lord? 

Children, don’t read this—it will spoil the activity!  
Let your grown-up read it first. 

 
 Blind fold your child and carefully direct 
him or her around the room. Instruct him or her 
to not put hands out in front or feel around, just 
listen and trust. Say you are going to give the 
command to sit down, but he or she is not 
allowed to feel if there is anything to sit on, he 
just needs to trust you. As you are explaining this, 
very quietly bring out a chair or stool and 
position it so he will be able to sit in it. 
Remember, when your child started, there was no 
chair to sit in, so he doesn’t know if there will be 
one now! 
 This gives a small example of faith. Your 
child could not see the chair, but because they 
know you and trust you, they believed what they 
could not see.  
 Romans 10:17 says that, “…faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ.” As we read the Bible, we come to know 
Christ more, we hear His Word, our faith is built! 

Activity 
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 Thursday, December 15 
 

 
 

 Joy to the world! 
 This Christmas season, what is your source of joy? Is it family? Traditions? Giving and receiving of gifts? 
Time off from school and work? These are all good things. But none of these are the reason we sing that joy has 
come to the world. 
 In the first question in the Heidelberg Catechism, we’re told that belonging to Jesus is our only comfort in 
life and death. The Heidelberg Catechism Question 2 asks, “What do you need to know in order to live and die in 
the joy of this comfort? Answer: First, how great my sins and misery are; second, how I am delivered from all my 
sins and misery; third, how I am to be thankful to God for such deliverance.  
In order to live in joy, we need to know how we are delivered from our sins and misery. Elizabeth knew that, and 
later, the baby in her womb, John the Baptist, would declare it: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!” Our joy comes from the knowledge that we are saved from our sins by God Incarnate, Jesus Christ, 
coming into the word to live and die for us. Compared to this knowledge, no other source of joy and happiness can 
compare. 
 Why are we able to recognize the source of our joy? How was the baby in Elizabeth’s womb so filled with 
joy it would leap in the womb? The Holy Spirit is what allowed Elizabeth – and John – and us - to recognize Mary 
and the presence of the Savior. The Holy Spirit is necessary to have the joy of anticipating the Christ child. If you 
are not “feeling Christmassy”, take time to reflect on those things that allowed Elizabeth to be filled with joy: her 
knowledge of the Word, witnessing its fulfillment, and being filled with the Holy Spirit. Spend time in the 
Scriptures and pray for the presence of the Holy Spirit to fill you with the joy of how you are delivered from all 
your sins and misery.  Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

~Justin Hormel 

Luke 1:39-45 
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the 
hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and 
she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why 
is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found,  
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

Text by Isaac Watts, based on Psalm 98. Music by G. F. Handel; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836 

Joy to the World! 
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 ...and He will reign over the house of  
Jacob forever... 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Yay for Christmas! What do you like best about Christmas? Do you like the presents? Maybe decorating 
the tree or visiting family? These are all great, but they are not why we sing the song, “Joy to the World!” We 
sing “Joy to the World!” because Jesus has rescued us from sin and death! 
 Do you remember the story about Mary visiting Elizabeth when they were both pregnant? When Mary 
arrived, Elizabeth felt the baby inside of her leap for joy to be near Jesus. Her baby, who would grow up to be 
John the Baptist, was filled with the Holy Spirit!  
 Dear ones, we have the same Holy Spirit inside of us when we trust in Jesus. Reading and 
understanding God’s Word, the Bible fills us with joy. It helps us remember God’s goodness and faithfulness! 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

 
Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Why is reading the Bible important? How can reading the Bible fill us with joy? 
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 Friday, December 16 
 

 
 

 Luke recounts the visit made to Mary by her older cousin who was herself with child (John the 
Baptist). As Elizabeth approached Mary, the child within her leapt for joy. It is a remarkable moment. Even in 
the darkness of the womb, testimony to the Christ is given. After words of blessing spoken by Elizabeth, Mary 
breaks into song. Often referred to as “The Magnificat,” the song of Mary is both praise and prophecy. 
 Mary’s song is filled with Scripture and allusions to Scripture. Remember that she is a teenaged girl. 
And while it is true that Mary was an ordinary sinner in need of a Savior just like all of us, it is nevertheless clear 
that she was a godly young woman. She knows and has treasured in her heart the Word of God so that in trial 
and blessing what springs forth from her is God’s Word. 
 Mary also demonstrates remarkable humility. This is evident not only in the words of her song but also 
in her disposition toward God’s plans. She expresses trust and even thankfulness despite the danger she is in. 
 Have you ever considered this? Mary is a young teenage girl in a culture where people who commit 
adultery are stoned to death. And she is betrothed, that is engaged, to a respectable Jewish man. And without 
yet having intimate physical contact with him, she becomes pregnant. The entire scenario is fraught with 
danger for young Mary. This danger is not only the physical threat that could come by way of stoning. But her 
reputation, her family’s name, her father’s honor are all jeopardized by God’s plan for her.  
 There is yet more danger. Since the promise to the woman that from her offspring would come the One 
to redeem His people, Satan had worked to stamp out the seed of Eve’s sons. Mary knew the Old Testament 
Scriptures. She was not ignorant concerning the evil hatred of Satan against God, His people, and their Messiah. 
So to bear this One, Who would accomplish full and final redemption, would be spiritually costly.  
 So Mary’s, “My soul magnifies the Lord” is a declaration of profound trust in the unshakable goodness 
of God. She has received the Lord’s dangerous will as a precious blessing. In this, she has valued as more 
precious than her life and reputation the Lord’s glory and His redemptive plan. What a model of faith is Mary 
for we who live under the reign of God’s mercy in Jesus.  

~Todd Pruitt 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of His Word; 
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell Out, My Soul 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word! 
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and forevermore! 
Timothy Dudley-Smith and Walter Greatore ©1962 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI #353794 

Luke 1:46-55 
46 And Mary said, 
    “My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. 
    For behold, from now on all generations will call  
    me blessed; 
49 for He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is His name. 
50 And His mercy is for those who fear Him 
    from generation to generation. 

51 He has shown strength with His arm; 
    He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 He has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
    and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich He has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped His servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”  
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 “Behold, the Lamb ofGod, 
Who takes away the sin of the world.” 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 After Elizabeth spoke her words of blessing, Mary responded by breaking into a beautiful song of praise 
and prophecy. This very special song has a fancy name, “The Magnificat.”  Mary was an ordinary sinner, in need 
of a Savior—just like us. But, we can tell from her amazing song that she had stored up God’s word in her heart. 
In this time of blessing and hardship, God’s word is what came pouring from her lips.  
 You may understand that this was a time of blessing, but are you surprised that it was also a time of 
hardship? Think about this. Mary was just a young teenaged girl, not married, but pregnant. She was engaged to 
Joseph, but Joseph was not the baby’s father. Do you think most people would think that she was pregnant by a 
miracle? I don’t think so… Her honor and the honor of her family could be ruined! Not only that, but Mary knew 
the evil hatred of Satan against God, His people, and their Messiah. Inside of her she was carrying this very 
Messiah!  She might have been tempted to be afraid! 
 Instead, she trusted the Lord in the middle of it all. She sang praise! She accepted the dangerous path. 
God’s glory was more precious to her than her reputation or life. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What were some of the feelings Mary might have had? How do we know she loved God’s glory more 
than anything else? 

 Talk about blessings and hardships in your own family. In the box below write a song, or poem, or sentences 
of praise for God that He would work in your family and through your family for His glory. Like Mary used Truths 
from God’s Word, use ideas from some of your favorite Scriptures to praise God. 

Activity 
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 Saturday, December 17 
 

 
 

 “Thou who was rich beyond all splendor” beautifully explains Christmas with a similar structure to 
Philippians 2.  The first stanza is about Christ’s humility (God emptying Himself), the second stanza is about Christ’s 
incarnation (God becoming man), and the third stanza is about Christ’s exaltation (God being glorified).  This song 
echoes my prayer for us this Christmas, alongside of Philippians 2: May Christ’s humility, exemplified in the 
incarnation, bring us to worship our Savior and King! 
 What is humility?  Why is humility important? Christmas presents a great opportunity for us to stand in awe 
of Jesus’ incomprehensible humility and consider how we can follow His humble example.  A good starting point in 
the application of humility is C.S. Lewis’ famous quote: “true humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of 
yourself less.” Often our Christmas gift-giving culture can be very me-centric, instead of following our Savior’s 
sacrificial example.  In Philippians 2:6-11, Paul paints the true picture of humility.  Some phrases used in verses 7 and 8 
to describe our humble Savior include: emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men, 
being found in human form, humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, and even death on a cross.  
As we see from these phrases, Christ’s humility was best exemplified through the incarnation and His sacrifice on our behalf.  

 Philippians 2:9-11 describes Christ’s exaltation with phrases like: highly exalted, name that is above every 
name, every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord!  Christ’s incarnational humility resulted in 
exaltation!  After Christ’s conquering death, God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within us, to guide and direct us – 
“Emmanuel within us dwelling; Make us what Thou would have use to be.” May our worshipful response to Christ’s 
humility resound in our lives this year – “Thou who art love beyond all telling; Savior and King, we worship Thee!” 

 ~Anthony Tongen 

Philippians 2:6-11 
6 Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Thou who was rich beyond all splendor, 
All for love’s sake became poor; 
Thrones for a manger Thou did surrender, 
Sapphire paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who was rich beyond all splendor,  
All for love’s sake became poor. 
All for love’s sake became poor. 
 

Thou who art God beyond all praising,  
All for love’s sake became man; 
Stooping so low, But sinners raising, 
Heav’n-ward by Thine eternal plan. 
Thou who art God beyond all praising,  
All for love’s sake became man. 
All for love’s sake became man. 
 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
Savior and King, we worship Thee. 
Emmanuel within us dwelling, 
Make us what Thou would have us to be. 
Thou who art love beyond all telling,  
Savior and King, we worship Thee. 
Savior and King, we worship Thee. 
 

Words: Frank Houghton, 1934 ©Overseas Missionary Fellowship  
Music: Burress McCombe, 2008 

Thou Who Was Rich Beyond All Splendor 
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“This is my beloved Son, 

With Whom I am well pleased.” 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 What is humility? Well, part of humility is not thinking about yourself all the time. Not thinking you 
are the most important. That can be hard at Christmas time, because it’s so easy to start thinking of all the gifts 
you are going to get and the cookies you want to eat, and the candy you want to have. But that’s not what Jesus 
is like! Not at all! 
 Jesus, who is God, became a man, a person just like us. He didn’t come to be served, but instead he came 
to serve. He came to care for others. He humbled himself even to the point of dying naked on the cross.  
It was in this humility that Jesus had the greatest victory. He became man, never sinned, died on the cross, and 
then rose again! Yay! He defeated sin and death. Why? For us. To serve us. To set us free from sin. Now, through 
the Holy Spirit, he lives in all who will believe! We can understand that Jesus, the humble man, is also the Savior 
and King, the One we worship! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Why was it so important that God come to us in human form? Why would that be considered 
“humbling” for God? What are some ways we can serve each other this Christmas season? 

 Think about serving. Who could you serve as a family? Do you know someone who needs some yard 
work done, or some errands done, or a meal? Maybe someone just needs a visit or encouragement. 
 Brainstorm as a family one or two people who have a very specific need that you could meet. Make 
plans to meet that need. Isn’t it exciting to serve others?! 

Activity 
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 Sunday, December 18 
 

  
 The birth of Jesus was SCANDALOUS! It has been over 2000 years since the birth of Christ, and we 
know from history the events surrounding His life, death, and resurrection. Imagine yourself back in that time, 
not knowing what you know now. It would have been a huge scandal in the community! Women could be 
stoned in that day for such a thing! Yet, the Lord chose to use this method to bring Immanuel to us.   
 Put yourself in Mary’s shoes. You have been told by an angel that you are going to have a baby conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, and then you tell your fiancé. His response was probably along the lines of, “Yeah, right,” or 
“No way,” but, “being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.” Joseph is 
then visited in a dream by an angel who confirms to him what is taking place.  
 Joseph’s response after the dream is telling of his faith and character.  The Scripture says, “He took his 
wife” meaning he believed the angel, and Mary would become his wife.  End of discussion. As you can imagine, 
they were both then subjects of the scandal.  All this took place so that the Scripture, “Behold a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’)” would be fulfilled. 

 

~ Gary Shickel 

Matthew 1:18-24 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took 
his wife... 

What Child Is This? 
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate,  
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here  
The silent Word is pleading. 
 
 

Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; 
The cross be borne for me, for you: 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,  
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;  
Come, peasant, king, to own Him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
Text: Traditional English Carol; Tune: 16th Century English melody 
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His  faithfulness continues to all generations. 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Joseph must have been so confused and sad when Mary first told him that she was going to have a baby. 
He knew that it always takes a man and a woman for a baby to be born, and he knew that he had not been with 
Mary in that very special way; they were not even married yet. How could he possibly believe her when she told 
him that it was a miracle of God that she was going to have a baby? “No,” he must have thought, “that was 
impossible.” So he decided to break off their engagement, but quietly, so as to avoid further embarrassment to 
Mary and himself.  
 But then an angel visited Joseph in a dream telling him that what Mary had said was all true. Joseph was 
a man of faith and character. We can tell because he believed the angel, and he took Mary as his wife and cared 
for her.  
 All this took place so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’).” 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 How can you tell that Joseph was a kind man? How did Joseph show faith?  (For those ready to deal 
with this more mature idea: Why would it be embarrassing and even dangerous for Mary and Joseph for her to  
be pregnant?) 

 Now both Mary and Joseph knew that they needed to prepare for the arrival of baby Jesus. In the box 
below list some of the things they would need to do to be ready for baby.  It’s pretty much the same list that 
any baby would need, isn’t it? Remember, Jesus was fully man. He had the same needs that any other baby 
would have, but by faith Joseph and Mary believed their baby was also fully God! 

Activity 
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Who Is This So Weak and Helpless? 

Who is this, so weak and helpless,  
Child of lowly Hebrew maid,  
Rudely in a stable sheltered,  
Coldly in a manger laid?  
‘Tis the Lord of all creation,  
Who this wondrous path has trod;  
He is Lord from everlasting,  
And to everlasting God. 
 
Who is this, a Man of Sorrows,  
Walking sadly life's hard way,  
Homeless, weary, sighing, weeping  
Over sin and Satan's sway?  
‘Tis our God, our glorious Savior,  
Who above the starry sky  
Is for us a place preparing,  
Where no tear can dim the eye. 
 
 

Who is this? Behold him shedding  
Drops of blood upon the ground!  
Who is this, despised, rejected,  
Mocked, insulted, beaten, bound?  
‘Tis our God, Who gifts and graces  
On His church is pouring down;  
Who shall smite in holy vengeance  
All His foes beneath His throne. 
 
Who is this that hangs there dying  
While the rude world scoffs and scorns,  
Numbered with the malefactors,  
Torn with nails, and crowned with thorns?  
‘Tis our God Who lives forever  
Mid the shining ones on high,  
In the glorious golden city,  
Reigning everlastingly 
 
Text:  William Walsham Howe; Music:  Christopher Miner 

Monday, December 19 
 

 
 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.”   
 
 Since as early as Genesis 3 and through many other later prophecies, the birth of Jesus foretold, the 
eternal son of God becoming  man, serves as the greatest miracle in the history of the world.   

 

“Tis the Lord of all creation,  
Who this wondrous path has trod;” 
 

 As the account (or path) in Luke begins, it appears that a decree or law would force Mary and Joseph to 
travel to the lowly and obscure town of Bethlehem to be registered or counted for taxation purposes, but we 
know from Scripture (Micah 5:2) that God, the controller of all history, has specifically ordained Joseph to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home, since he was a descendant of King David. He traveled there from the 
village of Nazareth in Galilee and took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was obviously pregnant by this time. 
Now we also know from Scripture that this was no ordinary pregnancy, but rather through the miraculous 
work of the Holy Spirit by virgin birth. Once again, Scripture (Isaiah 7:14) written back in the eighth century, 
foretells this amazing event.   
 What a path indeed that our God chose to take to move toward us for His glory! What a blessing for us 
that our God documents His promises and story throughout Scripture. Glory to God in the highest!   

~Greg Becker 

Luke 2:1-7 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
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 Blessed is she who has  believed that the Lord 
would fulfill His promises... 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 There are many miracles spoken of in the Bible, but the greatest miracle of all is that Jesus, the eternal 
Son of God became man in order to rescue mankind. 
Today’s song has a line in it that says, 

“Tis the Lord of all creation, Who this wondrous path has trod;” 
 We can follow the unfolding of the greatest miracle like a path throughout the Bible, the prophecies as 
sign posts leading us on. As soon as sin first enters the world, God speaks in Genesis, telling us that there is a 
hope to come. 
 We know that Mary and Joseph were forced to travel to Bethlehem in order to pay their taxes to the 
government. The Old Testament book of Micah tells us that this would happen. And we know that Mary’s 
pregnancy is a miracle, not just from the visit of Gabriel, but also from a prophecy in Isaiah written long before.  
It a glorious map, with the promises made to us in the Old Testament, and the pathway to the promises 
answered in Jesus whose story is told to us in the New Testament. What a blessing that God would make it so 
clear to us! What an amazing path that God chose to take, moving toward us for His Own glory!  
  
Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Why is it so important to know that every Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah was answered in 
Jesus? Would it matter if one of the Old Testament prophecies was not answered? How would these prophecies 
have been a comfort to Mary and Joseph? What are some promises that have been made to you? How did you 
feel when they were answered? 

 Draw a map of the path that shows the story of Jesus. Here is an example, but you should make it your 
own design! First brainstorm what events you would like to include, and then figure out how to draw it out. 
For fun, you could draw it on a brown grocery bag, or tan paper, and crinkle it up and then smooth it out when 
you finish drawing to make it look “ancient.” 

Activity 
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Luke 2:8-20 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is 
pleased.” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around, 
And glory shone around 
 

“Fear not!” said he; for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind, 
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind, 
To you and all mankind.” 
 

“To you, in David’s town this day,  
Is born of David’s line, 
The Savior Who is Christ the Lord, 

And this shall be the sign: 
And this shall be the sign.” 
 

“The heav’nly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, 
And in a manger laid; 
And in a manger laid.” 
 

“All glory be to God on high, 
And to the earth be peace: 
Good will henceforth from heav’n to men, 
Begin and never cease, 
Begin and never cease.” 
 

Text: Nahum Tate. Music: George Frederick Handel 

 
 

 At times I find myself having trouble believing in miracles. God’s Word tells us about a spiritual, 
supernatural dimension of the universe quite different from the physical world that so clogs our senses. While 
in our eyes these dimensions or realms seem to be quite different and remote from each other, they are together 
in God’s eyes. He created them both. It is intriguing that Scripture uses exactly the same word for the physical 
heaven (sky, stars, planets, etc.) and the spiritual heaven where the Lord is on His throne. 
 Jesus’ advent was a true miracle. As the prophet, Isaiah, says, it is Emmanuel, “God with us.” This 
distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. God so loved the world that He gave His very best. The 
Advent season commemorates God’s visitation to live with us. God brought the spiritual realm and the earthly 
realm together that first Christmas night, splitting the physical heavens with visible angels announcing the 
birth of the Savior. 
 Why did the announcement go first to shepherds in the “waste places” of the land? They didn’t ask God 
if He was sure He knew what He was doing. Had angels appeared to theologians, they would have first 
consulted their commentaries. Had He gone to the politicos, they would have looked around to see if anyone 
was watching to give them credit. Had He gone to the wealthy, they would have first checked their calendars.  
So He went to the shepherds–folks who wouldn’t tell Him that angels don’t sing to sheep or that messiahs 
aren’t born in stables and laid in feed troughs. 
 In Bethlehem the spiritual world and physical world came together, realigned. What Jesus went on to 
accomplish on Earth makes it possible for God to reconcile all disharmonies between both worlds (Ephesians 
1:10). It is no wonder a choir of angels broke out in spontaneous song, disturbing not only a few shepherds, but 
the entire universe. Albert Einstein said, “There are two ways to live.  One is as if nothing is a miracle.  The other 
as if everything is.”  The events of Christmas remind us of the truth in living according to the latter. 

~Hal Baker 

Tuesday, December 20 
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 ...and the government will be on His shoulders. 

 
 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Sometimes it is hard to believe in miracles. We know from God’s Word that there is a spiritual part of 
the world that we cannot see with our eyes, and since we cannot see it, or feel it, or hear it, or smell it, or even 
taste it, we might wonder if it is real.  But while this spiritual world seems far away to us, the natural world and 
this supernatural world are together in God’s eyes. 
 Jesus coming to earth was a true miracle. The Bible says that Jesus is “Emmanuel, God with us.” During 
this season of Advent we remember this miracle where God brought the two worlds together for people to see. 
When Jesus was born, God sent the angels who split our earthly sky and allowed the shepherds to see and hear 
the angels singing praises and making the announcement that the time had finally come for the Savior to arrive 
on earth! 
 So, it is at the birth of Jesus in that little town of Bethlehem where two worlds came perfectly together. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Is it ever hard for you to believe in miracles? Why or why not? What are some things in the spiritual 
world? Name your five senses. If you cannot experience something with your senses, does that mean it is not 
real? How did Jesus bring the two worlds together? 

 
Paper Angels 

 
You will need: 
 Angel template 
 Scissors 
 Construction paper, or card stock (solid or printed) 
 Ribbon or string  
 a bead for hanging 
 Tape 

 
How to: 

 Cut your paper according to your pattern along the black 
lines. Once you get the idea of these little angels, you may 
want to use patterned scissors for some of the cuts, or whole 
punches to add designs along the hems of their robes. 
 Color, or decorate as desired. 

   Bend into a cone shape and slot the two slits together at the back with wings up, 
and tape on the back to secure (you may tape inside to hide the tape).  
   Leave as small a hole at the top as possible. 
   Loop the ribbon, slide the two ends through the bead and tie a knot to hold the 
bead on. Push the loop of ribbon up through the top of the angel. The bead should 
hold the ribbon in place. Alternatively, simply tape the ribbon in place. 
 
 
 While these paper angels certainly look nothing like the real angels that 
appeared to the shepherds, they do help us to remember that angels are real!  

Activity 
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Colossians 1:15-23 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 And He is the head of the body, 
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent. 19 For in Him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross. 
 
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 He has now reconciled in His body of flesh 
by His death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before Him, 23 if indeed you continue in the 
faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

 
 

Firstborn of all creation.  All things were created through Him and for Him.  Before all things.  Holds all things together.  The head of 
the body and church.  Beginning.  Firstborn.  All fullness of God.  Through Him we are reconciled.   

Making peace by the blood of the cross. 
 
 Just whom do these words describe? Our God. Jesus! The One before Whom all knees shall bend in awe 
and humility. Truly, there is no other like Him.    
 As for sinful man, apart from Jesus and His redeeming work, he stands as alienated, hostile, and evil.  
Awesome God. Evil man. The difference could not be more stark! 
 Yet, joyfully, those God has chosen to be His followers stand as His adopted and loved sons. What else 
could our response be to this incredible blessing other than to proclaim in jubilant song: 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come;  
Let earth receive her King.  

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns. 
~Jim Smith 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found,  
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
Text by Isaac Watts, based on Psalm 98 
Music by G. F. Handel; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836 

Joy to the World! 

Wednesday, December 21 
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 ...Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 

 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 As a family, write your own psalm of praise celebrating that the Lord has come! 

Advent Word Search:  
 
 Look for these words hidden in the box. They may be hidden forewords, 
backwards, up and down, and diagonally. Think about the importance of these words 
as you look for them, and maybe you can use some of them in your song of praise! 

Activity 

Almighty  

Celebrate 

Emmanuel  

Eternal 

Everlasting 

Father 

Give Thanks  

Glory 

God  

God in Flesh 

Holy      

Honor  

Hope 

Incarnate           

Jesus  

Joy 

Keeper of Promises   

King of Kings  

Lamb of God  

Light of the World 

Lord of Lords  

Mighty 

Miracle 

Peace 

Prince of Peace     

Rejoice    

Rescue   

Savior  

Sinless 

Truth 

Wonderful Counselor   

Word made Flesh      

Worthy               
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 In the hymn, “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,” the fifth line of verse one refers to Israel’s strength and 
consolation. Have you ever wondered about that curious use of the word consolation? A consolation is something 
that provides great comfort. In this case the lyric is derived from the story in Luke 2 where Jesus is presented in 
the temple as the consolation of Israel. In this passage we learn of a man named Simeon who was promised by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before meeting Jesus. Imagine that! What an amazing plan to be made a part 
of! The Holy Spirit led Simeon to the temple on the correct day, yet it is not clear whether Simeon knew this ahead 
of time or not. I cannot help but wonder how he must have felt as he awaited meeting the Lord’s Christ, likely with 
much excitement! The description makes it seem as though as soon as Mary and Joseph entered the temple with 
the baby; Simeon knew exactly who the baby was. Again, what a moment that must have been to be holding the 
Lord in your arms! Simeon immediately moves towards a prayer of praise and a confession of his faith. In fact, in 
declaring, my eyes have seen Your salvation, Simeon affirms that God not only provides our means of salvation, but that 
Christ IS our salvation. This is reminiscent of Isaiah 12:2 which says, “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not 
be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” What wondrous news we have in this 
truth! The people of Israel were awaiting their long promised Messiah. In this story of Jesus presented in the 
temple, we have the Messiah as a baby finally arrived as the one in whom Israel would find consolation. Let us 
rejoice and give thanks this Christmas season for Jesus, our great comfort and our salvation. 

~Jerry Weniger  

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,  
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Joy to those who long to see Thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse,  
Of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing news,  
Glad tidings of a birth; 
“Go to Him, your praises bringing; 
Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 
 
 

Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end; 
By His life He brings us gladness, 
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, 
Born within a cattle stall; 
This the everlasting wonder, 
Christ was born the Lord of all. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit, 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

Text by Charles Wesley (1744) and Mark Hunt (1978); Tune by R.H. Pritchard, 1855 

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus 

Luke 2:25-35 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting 
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his 
arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 
 according to Your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31 that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And His father and his mother marveled at what was said 
about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
His mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

Thursday, December 22 
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 ...the Mighty One has done great things for me—  
Holy is His Name. 

 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 What are some things that you have hoped for and waited for a very long time? What is the difference 
between wishing and waiting for something that you have been promised will happen and wishing and waiting 
for something that you don’t know if it will happen?  How do you think Simeon felt when the Holy Spirit told 
him that the little baby Jesus was the One for Whom he had been waiting? How do you feel when a promise 
comes to pass? 

 God keeps His promises! As a family, make a list of some of the wonderful Bible promises that have been 
fulfilled. Add to the list promises of God that have been fulfilled in your own family. Then pray together and give 
thanks to God for His faithfulness! 

Activity 

PROMISES 
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 Friday, December 23 
 

Matthew 2:1-9 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He Who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have come 
to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler Who 
will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 
from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found Him, bring me word, that I 
too may come and worship Him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they 
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 

Sing we the song of Immanuel,  
This the Christ who was long foretold. 
Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem,  
Promise of dawn now our eyes behold. 
God most high in a manger laid,  
Lift your voices and now proclaim. 
Great and glorious, Love has come to us, 
 Join now with the hosts of heaven. 
 
Come we to welcome Immanuel,  
King who came with no crown or throne. 
Helpless he lay, the invincible,  
Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son. 

O what wisdom to save us all,  
Shepherds, sages, before him fall. 
Grace and majesty, What humility,  
Come on bended knee, adore Him. 
 
Go spread the news of Immanuel,  
Joy and peace for the weary heart. 
Lift up your heads, for your King has come,  
Sing for the light overwhelms the dark. 
Glory shining for all to see,  
Hope alive, let the gospel ring. 
God has made a way, He will have the praise 
Tell the world His name is Jesus 
 

Music and words by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, and Stuart Townend. ©2015  
Messenger Hymns, Love Your Enemies Publishing, and Townend Songs CCLI #353794 

Sing We the Song of Immanuel 

 
 

 Matthew began this narrative with a story featuring the juxtaposition of Herod and the Magi. The motives 
and actions of these characters are in stark contrast with one another. Herod was the king (he is half-Jewish), ruler 
over Jerusalem and the Jewish people. The Magi were Gentiles (likely from Babylon), seeking to worship the King of 
the Jews. In his gospel, Matthew highlighted how the birth of Jesus led both Jews and Gentiles to an important 
crossroads. 
               Herod, the Jewish priests, and the Magi each had to decide how they would respond to the arrival of the 
prophesied Messiah. Both the Jewish chief priests and the Magi knew about the prophecy in Micah 5:2 quoted here 
in Matthew 2:6. Bethlehem was to be the birthplace of the Good Shepherd, the King of the Jews. With the arrival of 
the star, the Gentile Magi eagerly left their homes and journeyed for months in anticipation of worshiping the 
Messiah. On the other hand, the chief priests were seemingly ambivalent to the news of the Messiah’s birth. Did they 
go to meet him? Did they consider making the short trip from Jerusalem to Bethlehem with the Magi?  Not at all. Did 
Herod desire to worship the King of the Jews? No, his first response was to have him quickly killed.  
               The coming of Jesus divided people, and continues to do so today. Because of sin, Jesus can be seen as a threat 
or as a savior. He is only a threat to those who desire to be king of their own lives. May we learn a lesson from the 
Gentile Magi and receive Jesus humbly, eagerly, and in a posture of worship. For Jesus is Immanuel, God come to 
earth, on a mission to save sinners like you and me.         ~John Kidd 
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Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because  

He has come and has redeemed His people.  

  

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 One of the really fun things about the Christmas season is all of the lights decorating houses and 
businesses. Isn’t it fun to sit at night next to our sparkling Christmas tree? 
 And how fitting that even people who don’t understand all that Christmas is would celebrate with 
lights! After all, what sign did God give in the night sky to announce His Son? Yes! He placed a star; a brand new 
light to communicate with the wise men that the new king had been born. Isn’t that perfect? After all, Jesus 
came into the world to be the “Light of the world.” Likewise, Jesus called His people to be lights in this dark 
world, too.  His light shines through us so that others might learn of the salvation to be found in Jesus. 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Talk about some of the properties of light (puts out darkness, but darkness cannot put it out, allows us 
to see where we go, provides warmth, is comforting at night, helps us know what things are, etc.) How does 
Jesus display some of these properties for us?  

Activity 

 Hide something fun somewhere in 
your house…perhaps after dinner treats? After 
Advent Devotional time, dim the lights and 
grab a flashlight. Shine the beam a few feet in 
front of the children and have them follow the 
light of the “flashlight star” to where the 
goodies are hidden. Discuss ways that we can 
be light to the world around us, that they 
might taste the sweetness of relationship 
with Jesus. 
 Alternatively, or in addition, go for a 
nighttime ride and enjoy the lights on the 
houses as you remember Jesus, the light of the 
world Who has in turn turned us into mini-
beacons for the world! 
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 As we anticipate Christmas Day, we know it is not merely a reminder of something that happened 2000 
years ago. Christ coming into this world as a little child was the beginning of our future hope. Here in 
Revelation we get a glimpse into heavenly activities that culminate with the redemption of the church. This 
redemption has been part of God’s plan from the beginning.  
 We see this throughout the Old Testament, particularly in the role of the Davidic kings. As Jesus refers 
to Himself as the “root and descendant of David,” He alludes to the fact that He comes from the kingly line of 
David as the One Who will sit upon the throne for eternity. He is the “bright morning star” which is a reference 
to the well-known symbol in Jewish writings that pointed toward the long-awaited Savior and King.  
 One commentator puts it this way, “The morning star is a promise that the long night of tribulation is 
all but over and that the new eschatological day is about to dawn” (Robert Mounce). It is a sign of hope and a 
promise that the way things are now in our sin and brokenness will be no more, and the way things ought to be 
is imminent.  
 And so the people of God (the bride), through the Holy Spirit, anticipate that day and call others to 
anticipate with them. “Come” and drink deeply of the water of life; the water that truly satisfies. “Come” and 
find life in the One Who was born sinless, Who stood in our place, and now reigns from on high. He is the true 
King on David’s throne, the bright morning star, and our hope for redemption in this life and the next.  

What a foretaste of deliv’rance; 
How unwavering our hope: 

Christ in power resurrected; 
As we will be when He comes. 

~Tim Frost 

Revelation 22:16-17 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 
David, the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let 
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

Come, behold the wondrous myst’ry 
In the dawning of the King, 
He, the theme of heaven’s praises, 
Robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, 
Now the light of life has come; 
Look to Christ, Who condescended, 
Took on flesh to ransom us. 
 

Come, behold the wondrous myst’ry: 
He the perfect Son of Man, 
In His living, in His suff’ring, 
Never trace nor stain of sin. 
See the true and better Adam 
Come to save the hellbound man, 
Christ, the great and sure fulfillment 
Of the law, in Him we stand. 
 
 
 

Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery 

Come, behold the wondrous myst’ry: 
Christ, the Lord, upon the tree; 
In the stead of ruined sinners 
Hangs the Lamb in victory. 
See the price of our redemption; 
See the Father’s plan unfold, 
Bringing many sons to glory, 
Grace unmeasured, love untold! 
 

Come, behold the wondrous myst’ry: 
Slain by death, the God of life; 
But no grave could e’er restrain Him, 
Praise the Lord, He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliv’rance; 
How unwavering our hope: 
Christ in power resurrected; 
As we will be when He comes. 
 

Words by Matt Papa, Matt Boswell, and Michael Bleecker,  
© 2013 Love Your Enemies Publishing; CCLI #3537694 

Saturday, December 24 
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 ...I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. 

 
 
Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 Christmas is almost here! It is so good to know that we are not just celebrating a past event. We are 
celebrating our future hope. This Bible verse from Revelation is a peek into heaven and the redemption of the 
Church, all part of God’s plan from the very beginning. 
 From the very beginning God had a plan to set all things right. We can see this throughout the Old 
Testament. We read about King David and the promise that from his descendants would be the “bright morning 
star,” another name for Jesus, the eternal King! 
 We, the people of God, are the Bride of Christ. We eagerly look forward to the day when Jesus will 
return, and call out to others to join us. “Come” and find life in the One Who was born sinless, Who stood in our 
place, and now reigns from on high. He is the true Kind on David’s throne, and our hope in this life and the next! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 We know that the Old Testament tells us, “A Savior is coming!” and the New Testament tells us, “A 
Savior has come!” Think together of ways the Old Testament points to Jesus. For instance, how does the story of 
Moses and the first Passover point to Jesus? How does the story of Abraham and Isaac point to Jesus? Can you 
think of others? 
 God’s people call out, “Come.” How can you invite others to come and be part of God’s Kingdom? 

Activity 

 A morning star signals that night is 
almost over; the wait for morning is coming to 
an end.  
 Trace this “morning star” template 
several times. Have each family member 
decorate one, cut it out, and put it in your 
bedrooms. When you go to sleep think how the 
wait for Christmas is almost done, and  
remember the hope we have as we wait for the 
return of King Jesus! 
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John 1:14-18 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about Him, and cried out, “This was He of Whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because He was before me.’”) 16 For from His fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, He has made Him known.  

 
 

 Well, it is finally here! Christmas Day!  All the waiting is over, and the day we have been waiting for has 
come. For many people in the world today, the natural question is, “Why the fuss? Why all this celebration for 
the birth of a baby over 2000 years ago?”  
 The answer to that question is manifold, but one of the primary reasons for the elaborate celebration is 
contained in this passage. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The amazing truth we celebrate with 
the birth of Christ is the fact that God became man. We call this phenomenon “the incarnation,” and it is 
indeed astonishing to think about. The God of the universe, Who made everything and sustains it by His own 
power, saw fit to become a man and take His place among His fallen creation. “Why did He need to do this” 
you might ask. Once again, today’s passage gives us the answer. 
 First, verse 16 tells us “from His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.” We are able to 
experience God’s grace in abundance because God became a man like us. By becoming man, Jesus was able to 
be our substitute, taking the punishment we rightly deserve when He died on the cross. Without the 
incarnation, the cross of Christ could not have happened, and we are left to face God’s wrath for our sins.  
Without the incarnation, we could never enter into a loving relationship with our Creator and God. 
 Second, verse 18 tells us “no one has seen God,” but Jesus, as the incarnate Son, “has made Him known.”  
Because Jesus became a man and dwelt among us, we can know God. The Scriptures give us an up-close and 
personal look at Jesus, God’s Son, and since we have this picture of Jesus, we are able to know God to a greater 
degree than we would know Him otherwise. Jesus shows us the power of God in His miraculous signs 
performed by Christ. The teachings of Jesus illustrate to us the wisdom of God. The holiness of God is 
illustrated in Jesus’ sinless life and His condemnation of sin. Most of all, in Jesus we see clearly the love and 
mercy of God as He provides our way of salvation through His willingness to go to the cross to save us from our 
sins. 
 So amidst all the presents, food, and time with family and friends on this Christmas day, let us not 
forget what all the celebration is really about, the coming of Christ. God becoming man and dwelling among us 
so that we might know God and be reconciled to him. Today, let us celebrate “Jesus, our Emmanuel.” 

~J.D. Patton 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored;  
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come,  
Offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
Hail th’ incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!   
Hail the Sun of  Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings,  
Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 

Text:  Charles Wesley; Music:  Felix Mendelssohn; arranged by William H. Cummings 

Sunday, December 25 
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Activity: 

...I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 

 

 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple 
 
 It’s here! It’s here! It is finally Christmas day! We are ready to celebrate, but many around the world 
look at our celebration and wonder, “Why all this fuss over a baby born 2,000 years ago?” 
 Well, we know of many reasons to make a great fuss over the birth of this baby, but perhaps one of the 
main reasons is contained in this passage. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The amazing truth we 
celebrate is that God became a man. There is a fancy word for this: incarnation. It is pretty astonishing that the 
God of the universe, Who made everything, and knows everything would take on the form of man and walk 
with sinful people. This raises another question, “Why did He do this?” 
 Again, the answers to this question are found in today’s passage. First, we learn in verse 16 that, “From 
His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.” As sinners we sure need that grace. Jesus needed to become 
man to take the punishment that we deserved by dying on the cross and we would be left to face the wrath of 
God on our own. Without the incarnation, we would never be able to have a loving relationship with God. 
 Second, verse 18 tells us that “no one has seen God,” but Jesus, as the incarnate Son (the man Who was 
God) has “made Him known.” Because we have Jesus, we are able to know God more fully than we could 
without Jesus. We see God’s wisdom when we read about the way Jesus preached. We see God’s power in the 
miracles Jesus performed. We see God’s holiness in the sinless life of Jesus. And best of all, we can see His love 
and mercy in the way Jesus was willing to go to the cross to save us! 
 So, as you celebrate with presents and food and family and friends on this Christmas day, don’t forget 
what the celebration is really all about: the coming of Christ, the incarnation, being reconciled to God, Jesus  
our Emmanuel! 
 

Some things to think and talk about... 
 
 Review what “Incarnation” means. Review what “Emmanuel” means. Explain in your own words why 
we celebrate Christmas. 

You most likely have plenty of activities today! Just remember to give thanks in the midst of it all! 
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