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Part 10 – What Jesus Knows About Us  
 
John 2:23-25  
In chapter two, John reports that at both the wedding feast and 
during the season of Passover, various people believed in 
Jesus because of the signs that he performed. We also read of 
how several years after these events, following the resurrection 
of Jesus, his disciples believed all that the Scriptures said. But 
what we will come to find out from those who came and went 
during Jesus’ ministry is that there is belief and then there is 
belief. There is the sort of belief that is here today and gone 
tomorrow; a faith which cannot save. And then there is the sort 

of believing that only God can give. It is the faith which flows from the Spirit’s sovereign work of regeneration 
(John 3). 
 
Jesus’ knowledge of mankind is both specific and general. He possesses comprehensive supernatural 
knowledge of the hearts of all mankind. But he also understands the human heart in general. He knows the 
extent of our sinfulness. He knows the deceitfulness of our hearts. He knows how our faith ebbs and flows 
and how often we give in to sinful temptations. And yet, knowing all of this, Jesus still loved us. He still went 
to the cross. Indeed, precisely because of the corruption of our hearts Jesus endured the cross for us and 
our salvation. 
 
When belief is not necessarily belief.  
Vs. 23 – “Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they 
saw the signs that he was doing.” 

 During his time in Jerusalem for Passover, Jesus performed various miraculous signs. John does not go 
into any detail concerning these miracles. John refers to them as “signs” because their purpose was to 
establish Jesus’ divine identity and authority. Likewise the apostles were granted the power to work signs 
for the same purpose of establishing the divine authority of their message. With the completion of the 
Scriptures, the need for miraculous signs gave way to the call for faith in God’s Word. Keep in mind that 
the Lord Jesus worked many miracles throughout this ministry. But the vast majority of those who 
witnessed those miracles still did not believe. Here, John offers no details about Jesus’ miracles in and 
around Jerusalem in part because our faith must rest on his word.  

 The “many” who believed did so, John makes clear, because “they saw the signs that [Jesus] was doing.” 
There were those whose faith was genuinely sparked by witnessing Jesus’ miracles. It was only after 
Jesus’ resurrection that his disciples finally believed. And yet they also believed in these early days of the 
Lord’s ministry. So, belief exists on a sort of continuum. It begins small and untested. But if that belief is 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s regenerating work it will grow up and mature.  

 On the other hand there are sorts of believing which owe more to circumstances and experiences than 
to the new birth. As a result, like seed planted in shallow rocky soil it will quickly wither and die (Luke 
8:5ff). Some “believe” not out of any sense of genuine devotion but for more cynical reasons. Such was 
the case with Judas who witnessed all of Jesus’ miracles, heard his preaching, saw the holiness of his 
life but nevertheless remained a greedy, unconverted man to the very end.  

 The sort of faith which depends upon signs is, according to R.H. Lightfoot, “only a first attraction to the 
Lord and does not yet know Him as the Son of Man, still less as the unique Son of God, and is therefore 
imperfect and liable to be overthrown; and of this He, the Word became flesh, is well aware.”1 Little 
wonder then why Jesus did not “entrust himself to them.” It was not because Jesus was a cynic or unduly 
harsh. He did not entrust himself to them because he “knew all people.”  

 
Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves.  
Vs. 24-25 – “But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed 
no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.” 

                                                           
1 Quoted in Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICONT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971) p. 206 
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 God possesses comprehensive knowledge of all things. This is the doctrine of God’s Omniscience. Jesus, 
being God in the flesh, possesses this comprehensive knowledge. Nothing in the heart of any man or 
woman was ever hidden from him. We were introduced to this in chapter one when Jesus encountered 
Nathaniel. Throughout his ministry, Jesus revealed his knowledge of man’s secret thoughts and motives.  

 Knowing that so many of those who believed after witnessing his miracles would soon abandon him, 
Jesus did not take them into his confidence. His inner circle remained quite small throughout his ministry. 
Even those who he drew closest to himself would fail from one degree to another. Jesus knew that Peter’s 
faith would fail on the night he was arrested. He knew Judas would betray him. He knew the hearts of 
those who plotted against him because “he himself knew what was in man.”  

 What was and is “in man,” is sin. We are all born with the wicked virus of sin. We are born with hearts 
inclined toward rebellion. This is the doctrine of Original Sin. What is more, sin extends to our entire being. 
Sin has found a home in our bodies and our minds, our emotions and our intellect. This is the doctrine of 
Total Depravity. It’s not that we are as sinful as we possibly could be. If that were the case, the earth 
would be uninhabitable. Rather, the doctrine of Total Depravity holds that sin has infected us in every 
dimension of our being. There is nothing about us that has remained untouched by sin.  

 Commenting on John chapter two, J.C. Ryle writes: “I cannot help remarking what a faithful picture of 
human nature it exhibits, and how many are the ways in which human corruption and infirmity show 
themselves. Within the space of a few verses we find some openly profaning God’s temple for the sake 
of gain, some angrily demanding a sign of him who shows zeal for purity, some professing a false faith, 
and some few only believing, but even these believing with a weak, unintelligent faith. It is the state of 
things which exists everywhere and always.”2 

 
Jesus is our only hope.  
Vs. 25 – “…for he himself knew what was in man.”  

 Jesus was not encouraged by what he saw in the hearts of men and women. So much so that he would 
not “entrust himself to them.” So how did Jesus respond to the terrible state of our fallenness?  

A) Jesus did not lie to us.  

 Jesus never shaded the truth about our sinfulness. To do so would have imperiled our souls. The gospel 
makes no sense to a people who do not know their sin. Apart from a proper understanding of our sin, we 
can never have a proper appreciation for the cross. So Jesus spoke clearly about sin. In some cases the 
directness of Jesus’ speech violated the codes of niceness that are often expected of religious figures. 
For example, Jesus once rebuked a gathering of his fellow Jews who were boasting about the fact that 
they were descended from Abraham: “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s 
desires” (John 8:44).  

 Jesus warned sinners with such frank language precisely because their souls were at stake. He warned 
of the coming judgment, of hell, and the eternal consequences of unbelief (Matthew 10:28; 23:33; John 
3:18-21; 5:27-29; 8:24). We weaken our own witness to the gospel when we avoid or otherwise soften 
what the Bible says about sin and its consequences. Telling people the truth about sin and the judgment 
to come has never been popular or well received by the masses. But if we are more concerned about 
making Jesus “likeable” to unbelievers than we are about being truthful, then our labors to advance the 
gospel will be hampered if not completely in vain.  

 
B) Jesus did not abandon us.  

 Typically, we distance ourselves from those we cannot trust. We protect ourselves from those who have 
a track record of betrayal and duplicity. But rather than abandon sinners, Jesus came to save them. The 
very people whose deceitful hearts he knew so well were those to whom he came near.  

 
C) Jesus died for us.  

 Consider: Jesus died for us knowing every single sinful impulse we had ever had and every sinful action 
we had ever taken. “Jesus died for you, knowing the full truth about your wickedness, about your envy 
and greed and lust and self-serving ambitions. Jesus knows more about your sin and mine than even we 
will ever know. But he died for us anyway.”3 

                                                           
2 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John, Vol 1 (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2012) p. 84 
3 Richard Phillips, John Vol. 1, REC (Philipsburg: P&R, 2014) p. 148  


