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Part 9 – The Everlasting Temple 
 
John 2:13-22     
John’s narrative moves from the wedding in Cana to the temple in 
Jerusalem during Passover. The wedding was a setting of 
celebration in which Jesus’ miracle signaled that he would turn the 
water of ceremonial purification into the wine of his own 
righteousness. In the temple, celebration turns to confrontation as 
that which was set apart as pure had been corrupted into a worldly 
marketplace. 

 
Passover in Jerusalem   (vs. 13) 

 From Capernaum and the uplands of Cana, Jesus and his disciples travelled to Jerusalem (vs. 12). 
Though, geographically speaking, Jerusalem was “down” from Capernaum, it is said that they “went up 
to Jerusalem,” because, for the Jew, traveling to the holy city always meant “going up.”  

 Passover was an annual festival which Jews celebrated in the spring for the purpose of commemorating 
Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. The Scriptures record how the Hebrew families were spared when the 
angel of death “passed over” the homes that had been marked by the blood of a proper sacrifice. (Exodus 
12). A grieving Pharaoh finally released the Hebrews who were led by Moses and finally Joshua into the 
Land of Promise. Families were expected to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem and offer sacrifices in the 
temple, participate in a symbolic meal, and hear the history of their deliverance proclaimed.  

 
Jesus enters the temple   (vv. 14-17)  

 Vs. 14 – Given that so many families would have to travel considerable distances to arrive in Jerusalem 
for Passover, a thriving business grew up to meet the need for approved sacrificial animals. Additionally, 
men over 20 were required to pay an annual temple tax of half a shekel. Since the tax had to be paid in 
the temple’s own currency, moneychangers were required to meet the requirement.  

 Vv. 15-16 – In John’s account, Jesus condemns the practice of turning the temple courts into a market 
for commerce regardless of any corruption that may or may not have been present. The Court of the 
Gentiles, the largest of the temple’s courts, was meant for the welcoming of the nations into the worship 
of God. But that court had been turned into a place of business.  

 Jesus’ words were a “prophetic command to return the temple to its intended use: worship, prayer, 
instruction, and pious sacrifice…Jesus is attacking the financial machinery of the festival system, which 
certainly would have put him at odds with” the religious leaders in the temple.1 

 Jesus’ severe response demonstrated the dire need of the moment. God was being dishonored in the 
very place he had set apart for his holy presence. We do not know precisely what the scene looked like 
as Jesus turned over tables and drove out merchants and their animals. However, it would have been 
shocking to all who witnessed his actions. The irony is that the daily corruption of the temple throughout 
the Passover season did not seem to shock anyone. It was Jesus’ action against the corruption which 
shocked those who witnessed it.  

 “…my Father’s house…” – This is the first time John records Jesus claiming the LORD as his Father. 
Though Christians use this language frequently, it was unheard of in Jesus’ day. The nation was referred 
to as God’s son in the Old Testament. But there is no record of an individual claiming the LORD as “father” 
until Jesus.  

 Vs. 17 – The disciples recall the words of Psalm 69 – “Zeal for your house will consume me” (vs. 9). The 
larger context of Psalm 69 gives this reference great significance. In verse 7 the Psalmist declares that it 
is on account of God that “shame covers my face.” In verse 8 he states, “I am a foreigner to my own 
family, a stranger to my own mother’s children.” The words of Psalm 69 are of a man who is rebuked and 
disowned by his own people on account of his zeal for God’s honor. “God in the person of Jesus has just 
entered his temple, declared it unclean, and has prepared to receive its shame himself.”2 

                                                           
1 Gary Burge, John (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000) p. 96 
2 Edward W. Klink, John, ECNT (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2016) p. 181 
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 Jesus’ zeal for the temple (his “Father’s house”) was simply the fruit of his zeal for his Father. The temple 
was temporary. Jesus own work of atonement would bring a final end to the temple’s purpose. But on 
that day during Passover, the temple was still the house of the Lord.  

 
Jesus, the everlasting Temple    (vv. 18-22) 

 Vs. 18 – “The Jews” is the common shorthand for the religious leaders of Israel, not an anti-Semitic slur. 

 “What sign can you show us to prove that you do these things?” – The question is not inappropriate in 
and of itself. Jesus’ actions were those of a prophet; someone with God-given authority. In the past, God 
typically identified his prophets through various signs. Of course, time will tell that the religious authorities 
of the day were not open to considering that Jesus was a prophet, much less the Messiah.  

 Vs. 19 – “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it.” – Jesus does not deny their demand for a 
sign. But he will not allow God’s plans to be commanded by mere men. Nevertheless he declares that 
they will indeed be given a sign. Namely, he offers his coming death and resurrection as the sign which 
will validate everything he has done (and will do).  

 The significance of Jesus’ words must not be missed. The temple was the center of their religious and 
national identity. Even after the Roman destruction of the temple in A.D. 70, most Jews retained the 
expectation that it would be rebuilt when the Messiah came. The temple was the “organizing center of 
Jewish life in the first century. It was the center of government, judicial law, religious life, and taxation. It 
set the moral, religious, and political tone of the country.”3 

 Thus, when Jesus compares himself to the temple he is declaring that the entire system of sacrifices and 
festivals is about to come to an end. He is all that the temple was and much more. He is the meeting 
place between heaven and earth. He is the meeting place between God and men. Jesus is the ultimate 
High Priest. He is God’s presence among us. He is the once for all sacrifice who will take away our sins. 

 
Theology Applied:  
1. Christians are to have a role in public life. 

 When Jesus cleansed temple, it was as much a rebuke to the nation as it was to the religious leadership. 
The mission of the church is to proclaim the gospel and make disciples of Jesus. The church is not the 
state and the state is not the church. America is not Israel under the old covenant. It is not the state’s role 
or calling to evangelize, make disciples, or regulate the church’s worship. Likewise, it is not the calling of 
the church to legislate. It is not the church’s role to run the affairs of the state, and we harm the church 
when we confuse those unique God-given roles. But let us also never forget that nations belong to God 
no less than does the church. This is our Father’s world just as much as the temple was our Father’s 
house in Jesus’ day. “I am…called to be a participant in my society: to respect it, yes, but also be a 
witness for God’s interests. To be salt and light. To be a light on a hill that cannot be missed. I need to 
be an agent for change that not only speaks the gospel to my world, but which also is angered by the 
things that anger God.”4 

 
2. Be zealous for that which Christ is zealous.  

 Christians love Christ and therefore love what he loves. Christians ought to have a growing zeal for that 
which the Lord is zealous. Christians ought to long for the Lord to be honored throughout every corner of 
the world among all the peoples of the world.  

 
3. Jesus, the everlasting temple, covers our shame.  

 The religious leaders and the crowds did not accept Jesus’ announcement that he is the temple; that he 
would be struck down but then raised on the third day. “In Jesus, God entered his corrupt and negligent 
temple, declared it unclean, and received its shame…The scene has moved from the Lord of the wine to 
the servant of the whip, and in neither case was he rightfully recognized.”5 This was the chosen pattern 
of our Lord’s ministry. He received the shame our sins deserved. Ultimately it was on the cross where he 
would bear away the shame and guilt of our sin. All that the temple accomplished provisionally under the 
Old Covenant, Jesus fulfilled in perfection and for eternity.  

                                                           
3 Burge, p. 100  
4 Burge, p. 106 
5 Klink, p. 187  


