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Part 8 – All Things New  
 
John 2:1-12     
The miracle performed at the wedding feast in Cana is the first of the 
seven major “signs” John records in the first 11 chapters. The groom 
failed to provide enough wine which would have cast upon him 
considerable shame and even carried potential legal consequences. 
So, at the request of his mother, Jesus turned between 120 and 180 
gallons of water reserved for religious purposes into wine. In verse 11 

John states quite clearly the result of the sign: “This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.”  
 
The Setting  (vv. 1-5)  

 Vv. 1-2 – “On the third day…” – It is unclear how John is reckoning time. In terms of the narrative begun 
in chapter 1, this is the fifth day. Therefore, it is likely that John is referring to the third day of the week. It 
may also be that the reference to the third day is “meant to suggest a day of God’s deliverance, as the 
phrase is often used in the Old Testament...This idea is based on Hosea 6:2…The fact that Jesus rose 
from the dead on the third day is quite consistent with the previous Jewish tradition that God delivers from 
death on the third day.”1 

 “…a wedding at Cana of Galilee” – In the Old Testament, the Messianic age was often likened to a 
wedding feast. Likewise, the New Testament compares the consummation of the ages to a wedding feast.  

 Vs. 3 – “They have no wine” – It is difficult for contemporary readers to understand the significance of 
this crisis. In those days, weddings typically lasted several days with the entire village participating. Plus, 
being an honor/shame culture, to have insufficient food or wine for such an occasion was considered 
shameful for the groom, even exposing him to legal jeopardy.   

 Vs. 4 – “And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman’’’ – Jesus’ words to his mother were not as harsh as they might 
sound to us. For instance, Jesus addressed Mary as “Woman” when he was hanging on the cross and 
entrusting her care to “the disciple whom he loved.” That stated, it is not the way a son addressed his 
mother in those days. It is likely that Jesus uses this formal address because, as his public ministry 
begins, their relationship will necessarily change. His mother must become his disciple. 

 “What does this have to do with me?” – There is something of a rebuke in Jesus’ words which indicate 
that he must be free from “any kind of human advice, agenda, or manipulation.”2 No one commands God 
or directs his work.  

 “My hour has not yet come” – This is the first in a series of similar remarks recorded by John (7:6; 8:30). 
His “hour” indicated that ultimate purpose for his coming which was to accomplish atonement for sins. 
So, as he approached the cross, Jesus states: “The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified” 
(12:23). It is not entirely clear what Mary expected of Jesus (vs. 5). What is clear is that she was confident 
that it was within his power to remedy the problem with the wine. But Jesus reminds her that his power 
was not at the disposal of anyone including his mother.  

 It must be pointed out that the bridegroom was responsible for ensuring that all the needs for the feast 
were satisfied. So the fault for the insufficient wine was his. Nevertheless, there was nothing he could 
have done to satisfy what the feast required. Only Jesus could meet the need.  

 
The Sign  (vv. 6-10)  

 Vs. 6 – “Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification…” – This detail 
indicates the deep religious significance of Jesus’ first sign. The religious practice of the Jews was marked 
by frequent ritual washings. This was due to the fact that they were so often defiled by the wickedness of 
the world. This defilement loomed large in their religious practice and so too the need for regular 
cleansing. Stone jars were used to hold the water meant for cleansing because clay pots did not guard 
against defilement (Lev. 6:28; 11:33; 15:12).  
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 Vv. 7-8 – Jesus directed the six large stone jars to be filled with water (That the water was placed in the 
ceremonially clean jars is what dignified the water itself). The capacity of these jars ranged between 20 
and 30 gallons. As is typical of the gospel accounts, the miracle is told with little or no flare. There is no 
description whatsoever of the transformation of the water into wine. Sensationalism is never the goal of 
Jesus’ miracles both because it is an insufficient foundation for faith and because the signs point beyond 
themselves to Jesus.  

 Vv. 9-10 – “…the water now become wine…” – By the time the master of the feast tasted the wine it was 
clear that a miracle has taken place. Notice the extravagance of the miracle. The Lord did not simply 
solve the immediate problem. He did not merely provide enough wine to get the guests to the end of the 
banquet. He provided between 120 and 180 gallons of wine. And the sort of wine Jesus provided was of 
the highest quality.  

 Jesus’ first sign was pregnant with meaning. It was an announcement in water and wine of the arrival of 
the Messiah. Indeed, in the Old Testament, wine was often used as a symbol for the Messianic age. The 
transformation of water used for ceremonial cleansing held by stone jars meant for that same religious 
purpose indicates that Jesus was making a statement about his role in fulfilling the festivals and 
regulations of the Law of Moses. Having served their purpose, the ceremonies of the Mosaic era now 
gave way to their Substance. 

 “Jesus enacted that replacement of beverage at Cana as a sign that points forward to the significance of 
Jesus’ subsequent death. When Jesus died on the cross he replaced the ceremonial waters of ritual 
Judaism with the wine of Holy Communion. This makes Mary’s comment at Cana, “They have no wine,” 
very poignant. Before Jesus came God’s people could only look forward to the wine of the new covenant 
(Matt 26:28; Mark 14:24).”3 Jesus will go about “filling” the Old Covenant ceremonies with their true and 
lasting meaning.  

 
The Substance  (vs. 11)  

 Vs. 11 – “This, the first of his signs” – The term translated “first” (archane) may also be rendered 
“beginning.” In this sense, the transformation of water into wine was a beginning or inauguration of all the 
signs to follow. The signs Jesus performed were tied together with a common purpose, communicating a 
unified message.  

 Again, John prefers “signs” over “miracles” which is the term typically used in the synoptic gospels. The 
miracles always pointed beyond themselves. They had the purpose of revealing truth about the person 
and work of Jesus Christ. Certainly there is nothing arbitrary to this particular miracle being the first of the 
signs. It is the announcement – rich with religious symbolism – that Jesus came to make all things new; 
that he came to redeem what was lost and ruined by sin.   

 “…and manifested his glory.” – Like all of Jesus’ signs, the miracle at Cana “manifested his glory.” That 
is, it unveiled his deity, if only partially. As John stated earlier in the prologue: “We have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father…” (1:14). The glory manifest in Jesus is the direct outcome of 
the fact that he is God with us.  

 “And his disciples believed in him.” – Belief in Jesus is the very purpose of John’s record of these events 
(20:30-31). The disciple’s faith was not in the signs but in the One to whom the signs pointed. As we will 
see in the disciples own lives, belief ebbs and flows. There are times when our faith fails. There are times 
when, for a variety of reasons, we entertain doubts. But in the end, the faith of disciples will endure 
because it is grounded in the Person of Jesus. 

 
Theology Applied: 
1. Beware the emptiness of ritualism.  

 At the outset of his public ministry Jesus turned water into wine in order to declare that he, as the Christ, 
has now fulfilled the rituals of the Old Covenant (the ceremonial law). Now that the Substance has arrived 
we must never bind our faith to past rituals. That is NOT to say that God does not prescribe certain 
elements for our worship. Indeed he does. Reformed Protestant worship is notable for its simplicity. But 
worship in the era of fulfillment is not some individualistic free-for-all. Our worship still necessarily involves 
those elements which remain by God’s own design. God remains holy and his people must worship him 
in the ways which he prescribes. Nor does this in any way imply that God’s moral law (summarized in the 
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10 Commandments) has passed away, but the ceremonial laws of the former age with all of the feasts 
and festivals have been gloriously fulfilled in Jesus. We must not trade sincere devotion for ceremonies 
which have passed away. While we may not be tempted to reinstitute the Feast of Booths or the sacrificial 
system, our hearts tend toward creating new rituals which can easily become a new law. Ritualism may 
have the veneer of obedience but it lacks adoration. The simple worship prescribed in the Scriptures and 
reflected in our Reformed Protestant heritage helps guard our hearts against the morass of legalism and 
the excesses of individualism.  

 
2. The privilege of the Christian is to give witness to the Bridegroom.  

 The sign at the wedding feast in Cana points toward the everlasting age to come and therefore places a 
necessary burden upon the church. We must faithfully steward the truth that God is directing all of history 
toward its appointed end; that the age of the Messiah has come. “The wedding in Cana of Galilee, with 
its wedding party waiting to have their hands washed and their wine replenished, is like the world who 
has not known that the God of creation is the way, the truth, and the life…The church’s existence in the 
world is like being one of the servants in the wedding who knows who the true bridegroom is but is 
surrounded by people who are unaware.”4 

 
3. Respond in faith to the glory of Christ.  

 Where do we see the glory of Christ today? We see the glory of Christ in the ordinary means of grace 
that God has given to his church. We see his glory in the gathered worship of his people, in the preaching 
of his word, and in the sacraments. We see the glory of Christ in the beauty and power of the gospel. We 
see the glory of Christ in the bread and wine of the Supper and the water of baptism. And we see the 
glory of Christ in the lives changed by the gospel. These things are far better than sensational 
experiences. These means are substantive because Jesus, the Substance, has prescribed them for us. 
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