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Part 7 – Bring Them to Jesus    
John 1:35-51  
John takes us immediately from the exalted theology of the prologue 
to the activity that is at the heart of Jesus’ mission: to seek and save 
the lost (Luke 19:10). Prior to the account of Jesus’ first sign (2:1ff), 
John records in quick succession the first five conversions, the calling 
of the first disciples.  
 
1. Andrew brings Peter to Jesus (vv. 35-42)  

Vs. 37 – “…two of his disciples” – Of these two first converts to Jesus, John only names Andrew. It is quite 
likely that the unnamed disciple is John the future apostle and author of this Gospel.  

 “And they followed Jesus” – Two of John the Baptist’s disciples depart to follow Jesus. Notice the Baptist’s 
humility. He relinquished his own disciples because he was seeking those who would follow Jesus.  

Vs. 38 – “Jesus turned” – This is first recorded action of Jesus. All discipleship begins with Jesus’ actions. 

 “What are you seeking” – This is a diagnostic question. All potential followers of Jesus must search their 
hearts and consider what it is they are truly seeking.  

 “Rabbi (which means teacher), where are you staying?” – They address Jesus as Rabbi which was a 
term of respect and authority. Their question concerning Jesus’ lodgings for the night likely indicates that 
these three newly minted disciples are serious about following him. They are not looking for a brief 
conversation but are making plans for the days ahead.  

Vs. 39 – The language of verses 38 and 39 is that of discipleship: “What are you seeking?” / “Rabbi” / 
“Where are you staying [remaining]?” / “Come and you will see.” Each clause describes an aspect of 
discipleship. This same pattern is repeated in the calling of Philip and Nathanael.   

 “It was about the tenth hour” – This is one of those details which remind us that John is dealing in facts. 
He’s not passing along a fable but a record of events which took place in time and space. 

Vv. 40-41 – “…followed Jesus” – This is the essence of discipleship.  

 “Simon Peter” – Andrew is mentioned in reference to Peter because Peter was such a well known and 
revered figure in the first century church. 

 “We have found the Messiah” – Whatever deficiencies the first disciples of Jesus had in their 
understanding, they nevertheless understood from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Nevertheless, Jesus had to routinely teach his disciples what it meant for him to be the Messiah.  

Vs. 42 – “He brought him to Jesus” – Andrew’s first act as a follower of Jesus was to bring his brother 
Simon. We know very little about Andrew. There are no “great” acts attributed to him nor any extraordinary 
skills. But by bringing his brother Simon Peter to Jesus, this “ordinary” disciple performed one of the greatest 
services in the history of the church. 

 “You shall be called Cephas” – We must not miss the inherent authority of Jesus indicated by his act of 
renaming Simon. His new name, Cephas (Peter), was aspirational. That is, it indicated, not what he 
currently was, but what he would be. He would become what Jesus made him.  

 
2. Philip brings Nathanael to Jesus (vv. 43-51)  
Jesus’ home base was among the many fishing villages populating the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
Though not a center for trade and commerce, this network of villages was located along the main highway 
by which people traveled to the northern regions of Judea. Jesus performed many miracles in and around 
these villages but because of the people’s lack of faith, judgment was pronounced against them (Matt. 
11:20-24).1 
Vs. 43 – “…He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’” – Just as he “turned” toward Andrew, Jesus takes 
the initiative with Philip. All discipleship begins with the initiative of Jesus. Ryle comments: “This simple 
sentence describes the direct quickening voice of an almighty Savior.”2 
Vs. 45 – “Philip found Nathanael and said to him…” – This is the first, most natural response to believing 
in Jesus. Notice the connection Philip makes between Jesus and the Old Testament Scriptures: “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth…” Philip saw what 
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most of the religious leaders such as the Pharisees and Saducees missed, that Jesus was the clear 
fulfillment of the Old Testament expectations. 
Vs. 46 – Nathanael’s words reflect the sort of rivalry that exists between regional communities. He may 
also be “expressing the cynicism of a man who has not met the compelling evidence that will win his life.”3 
Vs. 47 – “Behold an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” – Jesus’ words to the skeptical Nathanael recall 
the deceitful nature of Jacob (Israel). How different Nathanael is from Jacob!  
Vs. 48 – “…Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” – Nathanael is curious 
why Jesus could make such a definitive statement concerning his character. Jesus responds with a 
statement of supernatural knowledge. He not only “saw” Nathanael’s location under the fig tree but he sees 
Nathanael’s heart. Jesus knew Nathanael before Nathanael had even met Jesus.  

 Of Jesus’ insight into Nathanael’s heart, Calvin writes, “Christ sees in a way which is not human.” That 
is, Jesus is able to look beyond the façade and see the true person. He knows that Nathanael is made 
up of honorable stuff. He is not like the deceitful Jacob.  

Vs. 49 – “…Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” – The man who moments ago was 
a skeptic, who had no doubt seen many would-be Messiahs come and go, responds in faith to Jesus’ 
supernatural knowledge. The litany of titles Nathanael ascribes to Jesus is fit for the magisterial theology 
of the prologue (vv. 1-18).  

 “Son of God,” and “King of Israel,” are titles of divinity and used sparingly in the Old Testament. “King of 
Israel” is used at Jesus’ triumphal entry (12:13) and as he hangs upon the cross (Matt. 27:42). Nathanael’s 
powerful confession completes the picture of Jesus’ divinity begun in the prologue. 

 Nathanael is the first convert to make such a powerful statement of faith. He may well function as a sign 
of ideal Israel; a man who recognizes Jesus as the Messiah and offers him fitting praise.  

Vs. 51 – “Truly, truly I say to you…” – Literally, “Amen, amen…” The word is a Hebrew [Aramaic] term 
which Jesus used to underline the solemn nature of particular statements.  

 “…you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” – 
This is drawn from Jacob’s dream as he traveled from Beersheba to Haran (Genesis 28). The statement 
is powerful. Jesus proclaiming that he is the meeting point between heaven and earth, between God and 
man. 

 
Theology Applied:  
1. Take heart, Jesus knows you completely.  

 Jesus’ knowledge of Nathanael’s character is not unusual. There are numerous other times in the 
Gospels when Jesus revealed this sort of supernatural knowledge. Whatever is in us, Jesus knows full 
well. He knows what is honorable in our hearts. He knows what is sinful in us. And yet, despite his 
exhaustive knowledge of our hearts he does not cast us away. Christians must be the first people to admit 
and repent of their sin. What a comfort it is that the One who knows us through and through loves us as 
his dear children.  

 
2. Jesus has, is, and will change us.  

 In changing Simon’s name to Peter, Jesus is demonstrating his authority. But as we will see, it also points 
to Jesus power to bring actual change to the lives of his disciples. Cephas [Kephas] is an Aramaic word 
which means “rock.” In Jewish culture names were considered a window into character. When we read 
about Peter, “rock” is not the first word that comes to mind. But by giving Simon a new name which means 
“rock,” Jesus was indicating the sort of man he would make him. Jesus changes all those who follow him. 
He is committed to completing the work he begins in us when we first come to know him.  

 
3. Bring them to Jesus.  

 Second only to belief, the primary response of the Christian to the gospel of Jesus Christ ought to be to 
bring others to Jesus. The gospel is not an ethic or a spiritual exercise. The gospel is a message. It is 
news. It is the good news of the dying and rising of Jesus for the salvation of sinners. So the primary task 
of Christians is not to train people in spiritual techniques but to call them to faith in Jesus, to call them to 
“come and see.” 
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