
Covenant Presbyterian Church                                                                                            September 25, 2022 
 

Part 4 – God in the Flesh  
 
John 1:14-18      
In the final section of the prologue, John sums up what he has 
already stated concerning the eternal existence and deity of Jesus, 
the Word. John also definitively states the doctrine of the incarnation 
of God into human flesh and locates the glory of God in the Person 
of the incarnate Christ. Along the way John begins to apply the 
image of light to concrete Old Testament references.1 
 

The True Humanity of Jesus     
Vs. 14 – “And the Word became flesh…” 

 This is the first reference to Jesus as the Word since verse one. This clause is a reaffirmation of the 
Word’s deity and, along with verse 1, bookends the Word’s activities as they are developed in the 
prologue. The mystery of the Word’s eternal being is now brought into human history. God, in the Person 
of Jesus, has come to be and act within the creation as a man of flesh and blood. This is the doctrine of 
the incarnation.  

 John’s use of the earthy term “flesh” (Sarx) rather than “man” (Anthropos) is due, at least in part, to his 
desire to banish any errors that would undermine the actual embodiment of God (incarnation). The use 
of “flesh” is also a corrective to the Greek philosophical notions that the Logos would never be an 
embodied person. “Flesh is the most vulnerable, the most corruptible, the most easily destructible part of 
the human body – in a word the most impermanent.”2 And yet, in the Person of Jesus, the Word never 
ceases to be the eternal God. Jesus is the God-man.  

 “Became” indicates that there was no replacement going on in the incarnation. The Word’s deity was in 
no way diminished as he “became” flesh. In the incarnation, the Son takes on human nature without ever 
abandoning anything pertaining to his deity. Neither was there any mixture of the divine and human 
natures. The Word did not cease being God even as he became a man. The flesh which the Word became 
was in a fallen state like our own such that he was subject to the sufferings and frailties which are common 
to all humanity. And yet this was all accomplished without any sin. The Word remained the Light even as 
he entered our darkness.  

“…and dwelt among us…” 

 Much like God dwelt among his people through the tabernacle, in the Word God came to dwell with his 
people in the flesh.  

“…and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father…” 

 John and the other apostles are eyewitnesses to Jesus, and therefore to God’s glory. Here we are given 
insight into the Trinitarian relations. Jesus is Son to the Father. We must be careful not to import earthly 
notions of conception and birth into the eternal Godhead. The Son is “begotten of” the Father but the Son 
is eternal and has no beginning. Being the “Son from the Father,” means the Son is both of the same 
essence as the Father while remaining distinct in Person (this is the historic Christian doctrine of “eternal 
generation”). 

“…full of grace and truth.”  

 In the Old Testament, grace and truth point to the goodness of God which is his glory.3 Notice how John 
connects “glory” with “grace and truth.” In Exodus God declares his goodness and mercy as the revelation 
of his glory to Moses (33:19). All of these ideas are connected. “The unique Word-become-flesh is God’s 
glory and covenantal faithfulness. He is explicit evidence that God is a Father to his children.”4 

 
The Divine Superiority of Jesus     
Vs. 15 – “(John bore witness about him…‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’)”  
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 Though John the Baptist was born before Jesus, he makes clear the superiority of Jesus due to his eternal 
preexistence. In John’s day, “men were humble about their own generation.”5 They truly believed that the 
generations preceding their own possessed more wisdom and virtue. But here, John reverses that time-
honored understanding in reference to Jesus. Until the arrival of Jesus, John the Baptist held center 
stage. But the forerunner yielded at the arrival of his Superior.  

 Jesus’ superiority is not one of relative earthly status. Rather, the superiority of Jesus is absolute because 
it owes to his divine nature. In the following verses John will go on to establish Jesus’ superiority to Moses, 
a point that the writer of Hebrews makes as well. This was significant for John’s Jewish audience because 
they held Moses to be the chief prophet, lawgiver, and deliverer.  

 
The Redemptive Significance of Jesus      
Vv. 16-17 – “For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” 

 The last clause literally reads, “grace in place of grace.” John is pointing to the progressive unfolding of 
God’s Covenant of Grace as one administration gave way to the next (Noah – Abraham – Moses – David 
– Jesus). With each succeeding administration of the Covenant, God was pouring out a new expression 
of grace upon his people and expanding their understanding of his saving purposes. Ultimately, Jesus 
fulfilled the Covenant of Grace by his death and resurrection. “Grace means an ever deepening 
experience of the presence and the blessing of God.”6 

“For the law was given through Moses…” 

 “The law” is a reference to the first five books of the Bible authored by Moses. At the center of it all is the 
covenant at Sinai and the giving of the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20). This was one of the most 
important moments in redemptive history in that it formally defined the nation and taught them how to live 
in a way that would honor God and bless their neighbor. Though the law is not grace, the giving of the 
law was an act of God’s grace toward his people.  

“…grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  

 This is not to say that neither grace nor truth came through Moses. God exercised much grace and gave 
great truth to the people through Moses. The idea here is one of ultimacy and superiority. Jesus Christ 
was God’s greatest Word of grace and truth fulfilling all previous acts of grace and words of truth. This is 
John’s first use of the name Jesus. He will go on to name Jesus 237 times, more than one quarter of the 
times it is used in the rest of the New Testament.7 From this point on John leaves behind “the Word,” in 
favor of the much more personal “Jesus,” and “Son.”  

 
The Glory of God made known in Jesus        
Vs. 18 – “No one has ever seen God;” 

 God is Spirit. He is not confined to or made up of physical properties. That is not to say, however, that 
God cannot be seen. In Scripture we see numerous instances of God’s presence and glory being 
physically manifest. It is true that God’s glory is so great that sinful creatures cannot behold his face (that 
is, his unveiled glory) and live (Exodus 33:20). However, throughout the history of his people there have 
been times when God appeared in ways such that they were able to see him. This was never more true 
than when he “became flesh” in the Person of Jesus. To behold Jesus, is to behold God.  

“…the only God, who is at the Father’s side…” 

 “The Father’s side,” is more literally, “the Father’s bosom.” Though it is not a common expression today, 
it is one that points to the closeness and affection that exists within the Godhead. Though one God, the 
Father and Son share a filial relationship of perfect love. 

“…he has made him known.” 

 During his years dwelling among us, Jesus did not reveal everything there is to know about God. Indeed, 
at his return Jesus will reveal more about God that was not so clearly revealed in his first appearing. That 
said, that which the Son makes known about God is qualitatively perfect. That is, in Jesus we see the 
truth about God most clearly. There is no more adequate revelation of God than the Son. And we see the 
Son, as it were, in the Scriptures which reveal him from start to finish.  

 

                                                           
5 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971) pp. 108-109 
6 Morris, p. 111  
7 Morris, p. 112 


