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Part 3 – The One True Light   
 

John 1:6-13  
John begins this section of his prologue with an aside concerning John 
the Baptist. It seems there were some who were blurring the lines 
between this “man” the Baptist and the Messiah. This instruction 
concerning the Baptist is in keeping with John’s overall purpose to show 
that Jesus is the one true Light of salvation. The goal of John’s witness, 
like that of all proper witness to Jesus, is that all might come to believe. 
Here John makes a direct link between belief in Jesus and spiritual new 

birth. Those who believe in Jesus, in contrast to the world which rejects him, are born of God and thus given 
the new status of children of God. 
 
The Witness       
Vv. 6-8 – “There was a man sent from God whose name was John…” 

 The “man sent from God whose name was John,” is a reference to John the Baptist. All four gospel 
accounts identify him as the prophet / forerunner of the Messiah. Like the previous prophets, John testified 
concerning the coming of the Messiah and called the people to repent in anticipation of his arrival. The 
Baptist stands as a transitional figure between the Messianic prophecies and the coming of the Messiah. 
This man, John the Baptist, was appointed as a witness to the world concerning Jesus, the Light. It may 
be that the Apostle John is correcting misunderstandings of those who mistook the Baptist as the 
Messiah. So John takes pains to highlight the mission of the Baptist as one who was a witness to Jesus. 

 “The role of eyewitness is both vital and humble. It is vital because eyewitnesses are required to establish 
the truthfulness of certain facts. Yet it is humble because the eyewitness is not the center of 
attention…The last time [John the Baptist] is mentioned in this Gospel, it is said of him that ‘all that John 
said about this man [Jesus] was true.’(10:41)”1 

 The goal of John’s witness, like that of all proper witness to Jesus, is that all might come to believe. The 
word translated “believe” (vs. 7) is pisteuo. John uses the verb pisteuo nearly 100 times (about 3 times 
as often as the other gospels combined). Using the verb form, John is keen to teach us that saving faith 
is an active believing akin to trust, which involves both belief in the necessary truths of Jesus and a 
corresponding commitment to and resting in Jesus. The Christian not only believes the facts concerning 
Jesus but also trusts in Jesus.  

 
The One True Light         
Vs. 9 – “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” 

 Though the world is filled with many different religions and philosophies, only Jesus Christ is “the true 
light.” Jesus is the only Savior of sinners. The exclusivity of the gospel – that salvation is found only in 
Christ – is perhaps its chief offense to the world. The world would not mind Christians so long as they 
believed that Jesus is entirely unnecessary.    

 The statement “the true light, which gives light to everyone,” is not an assertion of universal salvation. 
Rather it is a statement about the universal scope of Jesus’ entry into the world. It is a reminder that 
Jesus did not come to one nation or ethnicity. He came into the world for the world.  

 “The world” (kosmos) is used by John 78 times (Matthew uses the term 8 times and Mark and Luke each 

us it 3 times). John is all about revealing contrasts such as that between darkness and light, believing 
and not believing, life and death, etc. John typically uses “world” in reference to sinful humanity in contrast 
to the sinlessness of Jesus. He enters the sinful world of humanity but ultimately returns to the holy 
presence of his Father. 

 
The World’s Resistance  
Vs. 10 – “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.” 

 Jesus presence “in the world” was not illusory or merely “spiritual.” Jesus truly entered the world, taking 
on flesh and dwelling among us (vs. 14).  

                                                           
1 Andreas Kostenberger, John, BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004) p. 33 
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 John highlights the irony of the world not knowing its Maker. Indeed, the first half of John’s Gospel records 
how both the pagan world and “his own” (Israel) did not recognize Jesus. Even the miracles Jesus 
performed to establish his Divine authority were rejected.  

 The three-fold use of “world” likely emphasizes the fact that the world is accountable for its spiritual 
blindness. John will not allow for a dualistic universe where a force of evil exists independently of God’s 
creation. “Instead of allowing dualism, John grounds the moral responsibility of the race in the doctrine of 
creation. This world created through the ‘Word’ did not recognize him, they did not ‘know’ him.”2 The sin 
behind the spiritual blindness of the world belongs entirely to the world, not a force acting independently 
from the world. In other words, sinners are responsible for their sin.  

Vs. 11 – “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” 

 “[To] his own,” is more literally, “what belongs to him.” The world and everything in it is the Lord’s own 
possession. That the Word’s own possession – including those who had been made his, in terms of 
covenant relationship – rejected Him, illustrates the depth of the world’s sinful darkness. The creature 
has rejected his Creator. The Lord’s ownership of the entire created order is never in question except for 
in the minds of His human creatures.  

 The world’s spiritual blindness extended not only to the world “out there” but to God’s own people; those 
who had been given all that was required to have recognized the Messiah upon his arrival. There is a 
personal “pathos” which marked Jesus’ entry into the world which made it uniquely “personal and loving.”3 
This makes the rejection of Jesus all the more tragic. The unbelief which marks the world’s response to 
Jesus is not the result of a lack of evidence. Unbelief is active sin.  

 
The Children of God   
Vs. 12 – “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God...” 

 Verses 10 and 11 indicate that the world suffers from a crisis of identity in that it has sought to disconnect 
itself from its Maker.4 But the Creator is not done creating! There is a new creation to come but also a 
new creation happening every time a sinner believes. The word translated “right” (exousian) may also be 
translated “power” in some contexts. But here John is speaking of the believer’s new status so “right” is 
appropriate.  

 This new status as children of God is attained through the means of faith. To “believe in his name,” is 
parallel to “receive him.” The term “believe” is of massive importance in John. He uses it 98 times. In the 
ancient world, a name was more than a mere label but a representation of the character of the person. 
How true this is of the Lord Jesus whose name highlights his character as the Savior. Indeed, the name 
of Jesus encompasses the whole of the gospel itself. So to believe in “his name,” is to invest all of one’s 
trust in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

Vs. 13 – “…who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

 Birth is an important metaphor in John (chapter 3). Ultimately John’s interest is in the nature of spiritual 
birth. God and God alone is responsible for spiritual birth. This is made clear by John’s fourfold repetition 
of the preposition “from” or “of” (3 negative and 1 positive). The new birth is not of “blood,” “the flesh” or 
“man,” but of God.  

 What makes the difference between “the world” who rejects the Light and those who “receive Him”? How 
does stubborn unbelief turn into faithful receiving? This change occurs only by the power of the new birth, 
thus John’s use of “born.” Regeneration, or the new birth, is a sovereign work of God as Jesus points out 
to Nicodemus in chapter three. Notice how John makes clear that the change wrought within the heart of 
a sinner such that they become a believing child of God is accomplished not by human will but by God. 
“What the Word ‘gave’ to the children of God ‘sweeps all other foundations from under our feet and sets 
us on this one alone.’”5 

                                                           
2 D.A. Carson,  The Gospel According to John, PNTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991) p. 124 
3 Carson, p. 124  
4 Edward Klink, John, ECNT (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2016) p. 103 
5 Ibid, p. 106  


