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Part 2 – “In the Beginning” 
 
John 1:1-18      
The first eighteen verses of John’s Gospel function as a prologue to 
the entire work. Far more than a mere literary convention, these words 
serve as a lens by which the rest of the work is properly understood. 
In these verses, John introduces Jesus as the central figure around 
which the drama and theological themes will revolve. From the 
beginning, the apostle leaves no doubt as to the identity and cosmic 
significance of Jesus Christ. “Although it is technically a prologue, it is 

also a narrative, the narrative of the Word, Jesus Christ, the subject of the biography. This narrative 
introduction tells the reader who Jesus is and what Jesus has done; the rest of the Gospel will explain how 
Jesus acts on behalf of God in the human story.”1 
 
In the prologue, John includes key words which serve to highlight the book’s central themes. Words such 
as light, life, witness, sign, true, world, and glory are found in the prologue. “But supremely, the Prologue 
summarizes how the ‘Word’ which was with God in the very beginning came into the sphere of time, history, 
tangibility – in other words, how the Son of God was sent into the world to become the Jesus of history, so 
that the glory and grace of God might be uniquely and perfectly disclosed. The rest of the book is nothing 
other than an expansion of this theme.”2 
 
Jesus the Divine Word     
Vs. 1 – “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” 

 “In the beginning” would have immediately caught the attention of John’s Jewish audience as he borrows 
the language of Genesis 1:1. In this way, John is declaring that the gospel of Jesus, rather than an 
innovation, is in full accord with the Jewish Scriptures (Old Testament). The use of the words of Genesis 
was also John’s way of making clear that the God to whom he refers is not the nameless unknowable 
god of Greek philosophy or one of the gods belonging to the Roman pantheon. This God is the “I Am,” 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

 The concept of “the word” is another bridge to John’s Jewish readers. The concept of “the word of God” 
is vital in the Old Testament. Throughout the Jewish Scriptures, God is depicted as using the means of 
his word to create, reveal, command, judge, and deliver. Indeed, God and his word are so closely linked 
that the Old Testament speaks of God’s word as barely distinguishable from God himself. 

 Interestingly, the use of “Word” (Logos in the Greek) creates a bridge to John’s Greco-Roman audience 
as well. In Platonic philosophy, which was so vital in shaping the thought world of Greek culture, “the 
Logos” was the name given the ultimate self-sufficient source of all being; the divine principle upholding 
all being. So John is likely appealing to his Gentile audience by saying, “What you think of as the ultimate 
self-sufficient source of all being is God Almighty (the God of Israel) who has made himself known in the 
Person of Jesus Christ.”  

 “…and the Word was with God…” – This statement must be understood as communicating far more than 
“mere presence.”3 To state that Jesus as “with God” in the beginning is a stunning claim. It simultaneously 
defends both monotheism and the triune nature of God which itself is grounded in the Old Testament 
Scriptures.  

 “…and the Word was God…” – Jesus is God and is with God. Within the Godhead there is both indivisible 
oneness and communion of distinct Persons.  

 That Jesus is “the Word” reminds us that it is God’s good pleasure to reveal himself. He is a speaking 
God. And in Jesus Christ, through the Scriptures, God has spoken to us (Hebrews 1:1-2). Our task is to 
gather around his Word and listen. Jesus is not the Word of a stranger. He is the living Word, the Good 
Shepherd whose voice his sheep recognize and follow (10:3-5).4 
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Vs. 2 – “He was in the beginning with God.”  

 John reiterates the point he just made by tracing the point backward. Notice also that the Word is “He,” 
not “it.” That Jesus was “with God” before the creation leaves no room for any conclusion other than the 
confession that Jesus is “very God of very God” (Nicene Creed).  

 
Jesus the Source of Creation     
Vs. 3 – “All things were made through him…” 

 Again, the “him” to whom John refers is the Word, the Christ, the Son of God. Here, Jesus is portrayed 
as the agent of creation. We see this elsewhere in the New Testament (Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 
1:2; Revelation 3:14). This is not to suggest that the Father and Spirit were elsewhere during creation. 
Indeed, God was fully present and acting in the work of creation even as he is in upholding every 
dimension of creation up to the present moment.  

 The second clause, “and without him was not anything made that was made,” is a way of adding extra 
emphasis to the point. This echoes the doctrine of creation from nothing (ex nihilo) established in the 
Genesis account. All things from stars to salamanders, nebula to amoeba have their origin in the Living 
Word. Even the “laws” which govern creation such as gravity and time are the fruit of Jesus’ divine agency. 

 
Jesus the Light of Salvation         
Vs. 4 – “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

 Here we encounter two key words in John: Life and Light. Life is John’s favored way of referring to the 
whole scope of God’s saving work through Jesus Christ. Indeed, the word “life” appears 36 times in John, 
far more than any other New Testament book. In verse three John makes it clear that Jesus, the eternal 
Son, is the Divine Agent of creation. He is also the ever present sustainer of all life (Colossians 1:15-17). 
Here, the focus is especially on spiritual life, that eternal abundant life which is in Christ (John 10:10). 
This is not the mere extension of our present physical condition. Rather, the life which is “in Him,” is the 
eternal resurrection life in the age to come, the completion of our redemption. And this salvation life is 
found only “in Him.” Jesus is the bread of life (6:35). He is fountain of living waters (4:10-14).  

 The salvation that is in Christ alone is “the light of men.” Commenting on this verse, Martin Luther wrote 
that Jesus “is the light that people require to live, whether they are aware of it or not.”5 Without pressing 
the metaphor too far, we can certainly see how light is an apt way to describe salvation given that light is 
typically necessary for life. Light also serves John’s purposes by illustrating the ongoing conflict between 
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan; between God’s people and the accuser.  

Vs. 5 – “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

 “The ‘darkness’ in John is not only absence of light, but positive evil; the light is not only revelation bound 
up with creation, but with salvation. Apart from the light brought by the Messiah, the incarnate Word, 
people love darkness because their deeds are evil (3:19), and when the light does put in an appearance, 
they hate it, because they do not want their deeds to be exposed (3:20).”6 

 John depicts the world as a place plunged into spiritual darkness. Jesus is therefore the light which shines 
in that very darkness. This is so because Jesus is the ultimate self-revelation of God in human flesh (the 
Word). And because God came into the world in the Person of Jesus, the light of salvation now shines to 
those trapped in sin’s darkness. This means that we inhabit an ancient conflict. But the conflict between 
the Light and the darkness is one whose outcome is sure. “The light and the darkness came into bitter 
and decisive conflict and the darkness could not prevail.”7 

 Through Jesus, sinners are called to be children of God on the basis of faith alone. In this way, John’s 
prologue functions not only to introduce his Gospel account but is itself a proclamation of the Gospel. 
God sent his Son into the world that he loves, in order to save sinners. This is illustrated in the way that 
John links creation and salvation. When God created the cosmos he spoke his powerful word saying “Let 
there be light.” In the new creation Jesus, the Life and Light, shines in and cuts through the darkness. 
Just as Jesus was the divine agent of creation, so too is he the One who brings about the new creation 
through his death and resurrection.  
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