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Part 1 – That You May Believe  
 

John 20:30-31 

The Gospel of John stands, along with Paul’s letter to 
the Roman church, as one of the two twin towers of 
the New Testament. There may be no more beloved 
book in the Bible than John’s Gospel with its 
magisterial theology, lengthy excerpts of Jesus’ 
teaching, gospel clarity, and evangelistic power. 
Indeed, by any measure, the Gospel of John is one of 
the most beautifully composed and important 
documents ever committed to writing. Few things ever 
penned have had the world-wide impact of the fourth 
gospel.  
 

God Gave us Words    
It is no small detail that God chose to make himself known to his people chiefly through the medium of 
words. Indeed, the Scriptures forbid both the making of and worshipping of images of God. God did not 
give us pictures or movies of Jesus. He gave us words; the written testimony of eyewitnesses. It pleased 
God to make us in such a way that “faith comes by hearing…” (Romans 10:17).  
 
The Beloved Disciple    

 We know that the Beloved Disciple is how the author refers to himself. He is the “disciple who testifies to 
these things and who wrote them down” (21:20). Considering all that he records of Jesus’ words and 
actions, the author had to have been particularly close to Jesus. This would be consistent with the fact 
that in John, the Beloved Disciple is almost always present with Peter. This is consistent with the Synoptic 
Gospels’ record of Peter, James, and John making up the inner core of Jesus’ closest disciples.  

 Irenaeus, writing about A.D. 200, echoed the tradition handed down from the first century that the fourth 
gospel was penned by the Apostle John. Significantly, Irenaeus was a student of Polycarp the Bishop of 
Smyrna (A.D. 69-155) who had been a disciple of John. Others such as Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus 
(A.D. 189-198), where the gospel was likely written, affirmed John’s authorship. Clement of Alexandria 
(A.D. 200) also testified to John as the author.1 

 
Different Account, Same Story    

 John’s Gospel is often considered separately from Matthew, Mark, and Luke which are designated as the 
Synoptic Gospels. Being “synoptic” means that the first three gospels have a similar viewpoint in that they 
share in common so many of the same events from Jesus’ life and ministry. On the other hand, John 
includes very little of what is contained in the first three gospels and instead offers material unique to his 
account. Nevertheless John tells the same story of the same Savior.  

 
Signs of Glory     

 The Gospel of John may be divided into two parts or “books.” The first part is often referred to as the 
Book of Signs and consists of the first 12 chapters. The miracles Jesus performed, as recorded by John, 
were never arbitrary or meant to “wow” the crowds. Jesus’ miracles were signs pointing to his identity as 
the Son of God, sent by the Father to redeem sinners. John records for us seven key signs that Jesus 
performed beginning at the wedding feast of Cana, the first miracle John records. The final and greatest 
of Jesus’ signs was the raising of Lazarus (chapter 11).  

 Chapters 13 through 21 make up what is often referred to as the Book of Glory. This second movement 
of John’s Gospel is an extended passion narrative. That is, the primary focus is on Jesus’ coming 
appointment with the cross. The final nine chapters of John’s Gospel cover just a few days in the life of 
Jesus. “He teaches [the disciples] privately about servanthood, washes their feet, explains the coming of 
the Holy Spirit in terms of personal revelation and persecution, and prays at length for his followers and 
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their disciples.”2 The record of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion begins in chapter 18 and is followed by a detailed 
account of the resurrection and its aftermath (chapters 20 and 21).  

 “Jesus’ miracles are prophetic acts that signify who Jesus is as the Father’s Son, as well as acts that 
testify to his being the Father’s Spirit-anointed Savior. In and through these miraculous acts, Jesus is 
both enacting his name and anticipating the fulfillment of his name, the saving acts of his death and 
resurrection. Moreover, within those miraculous signs, we behold the acts that manifest Jesus’ glory, the 
glory of the only begotten Son from the Father.”3 

 
That You May Believe  
Vs. 30 – “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book…” 

 Once again John uses the term “signs” to describe his miracles reminding us that his miracles were 
always intended to point beyond themselves. It was never John’s purpose to commit to writing everything 
that Jesus said and did during his ministry. Such a record would be too voluminous to be practical. But 
what John does record for us is the account of an eyewitness. These are not speculations or 
extrapolations based upon the words of others. The Gospel of John is the product of a man who was 
there with Jesus through it all.  

Vs. 31 – “…but these are written so that you may believe…” 

 John’s purpose was to record those events from Jesus’ life and ministry which were most pertinent to the 
task of persuading his readers to believe. John never pretends to be a dispassionate observer but a 
witness who is compelled to proclaim what he saw and heard.  

 
“…that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,” 

 Every event John chose to include in his eyewitness account of Jesus was for the purpose of persuading 
his readers to believe the truth about Jesus. Specifically, his purpose is to hold forth Jesus as “the Christ, 
the Son of God.” No other position concerning Jesus will do. No matter how we may seek to flatter Jesus 
by extoling him as a great teacher or moral example, we ultimately profane his name if we deny what he 
proclaimed of himself. The teachings of Jesus will be of no use if we do not behold him as the crucified 
and risen Savior of sinners.  

 
“…and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

 The fruit of believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God is eternal life. The religions of the world 
promise life (or some version of salvation) on the basis of obedience to particular commands, attaining 
certain virtues, or mastering of particular spiritual practices. Only Christianity promises salvation (“life”) 
for all those who believe. Some reject this calculus of salvation through faith alone as being too simple a 
thing. They reason that it cheapens salvation. On the contrary. Salvation through faith in Christ alone is 
possible only because of the profoundly high price paid for our salvation upon the cross. We cheapen the 
work of Christ whenever we seek to improve upon his sacrifice with our own obedience or virtue.  

 Everything hinges upon faith precisely because salvation is by grace. That is, God saves sinners entirely 
upon the basis of his own work. There is nothing to add to what God has done in Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection. And that leaves the sinner with nothing to do but believe. That is the rub, isn’t it? Humility is 
required for the sinner to say, “Nothing in my hands I bring. Simply to thy cross I cling.” The heart that 
proudly longs for glory will have nothing of a gracious salvation. But those who know their hands are 
empty of anything meriting salvation find in the call to believe the most sensible and morally plausible 
answer for sinners longing for life.  

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God” (3:16-
18). 
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