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Part 84 – Good God, Good Providence  
 

Genesis 50:15-26    
As the Book of Genesis concludes, it does so by drawing attention to 
Joseph’s classic affirmation of the good providence of God; that God 
sovereignly superintends all things that come to pass. And then, like 
his father before him, Joseph dies after receiving the promise of his 

brothers to ensure that his remains will be carried back to the Promised Land. Both scenes are acts of faith. 
Joseph believes that God is only ever good and so, therefore, all that he does and decrees is good. And, 
like his father Jacob, Joseph believes that the future of his people will spring from the Land of Promise, not 
from the soil of Egypt.  
 
Similar to the whole of the Bible, the Book of Genesis points beyond its own narrative. Genesis points 
beyond the garden and the fallen world east of Eden to the consummation of the ages. The Bible itself ends 
with the words of the Apostle John, himself exiled on a lonely island. In his vision of the new creation, John 
can only approximate with human language the joys that await the redeemed people of God (Revelation 
21). At the heart of faith is a looking forward knowing that the final fulfillment of God’s great promises will 
be met in the age to come. Even though the final word of Genesis is “Egypt,” we know that a great Exodus 
is coming.  
 
No wonder Joseph, in his dying moments, could say to his brothers, “God will surely visit you.” Whatever 
the circumstances and however many the years, God would keep his promise. He would not leave his 
people in Egypt. And he did not. Neither will God leave his people redeemed in Christ Jesus in an 
unredeemed world. Indeed, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away’” (Revelation 21:3-4).  
 

Joseph reassures his brothers (vv. 15-21)    
Vs. 17 – After Jacob’s death, Joseph’s brothers are beset with anxiety over whether their brother will now 
exact revenge. There is no record of Jacob having left the instructions reported by the brothers. Some have 
concluded that, in their desperation, the brothers resorted to a lie. However, given Jacob’s concern for 
family solidarity, it may be that he left the instructions as a safeguard. The genuineness of the brother’s 
repentance is seen in their choice of words to describe their sin against Joseph. They use three different 
strong words which demonstrate that they properly grasp the moral gravity of their acts. There is no excuse 
making or soft-pedaling. Joseph’s weeping is likely due to his genuine affection for them and the 
corresponding grief of seeing them in such distress.  
Vs. 18 – As they had done years before (chapter 37), the brothers throw themselves down before Joseph. 
They offer themselves up to Joseph as slaves, seeing him as God’s surrogate as they equate serving 
Joseph to serving God.1 But Joseph refuses these offers.  
Vs. 19 – “Don’t be afraid…” Joseph wishes to comfort them. “…am I in the place of God?” Joseph is not 
God’s surrogate in their lives. He is not their judge. He is their brother and they need not fear him or offer 
themselves as slaves.  
Vs. 20 – Here, Joseph makes his second great statement (45:5-7) concerning the doctrine of God’s good 
providence. In his sovereignty, God takes up human decisions and deeds into his plan. Even sinful human 
deeds God uses toward the fulfillment of his perfect will. God does this without ever himself becoming 
stained by sin or being the author of evil. Nevertheless, all that God decrees is infallibly done. 
Vs. 21 – Faith in God’s good providence has drained any desire for revenge from Joseph’s heart.  
 

The death of Joseph (vv. 22-26)    
Vs. 22 – After returning to Egypt, Joseph, his brothers, and their households remained in Egypt for 400 
years. 110 years was regarded as the ideal life span in Egypt. Whether we are to understand Joseph as 
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having lived literally 110 years or whether 110 is a metaphor for a good long life is hard to say. You may 
remember that Joshua also reached this age (Joshua 24:29). 
Vs. 23 – It is a sign of God’s blessing to live to a good old age and see your children’s children. To see 
one’s great-grandchildren is to be especially blessed (Psalm 128:6; Proverbs 17:6; Isaiah 53:10). “Joseph’s 
own” means that they were adopted by Joseph as Ephraim and Manasseh had been by Jacob in chapter 
48. 
Vv. 24-25 – “Brothers” here is to be understood as the more general “kinsman” since more than merely his 
brothers are present with him. Like his father, Joseph’s dying concern was with the promise of God 
concerning the Land of Promise. He believed that God would keep his promise and so he obliges his 
brothers to take his bones back to Canaan when they finally make their exodus out of Egypt. In verse 24 is 
the first mention of the Patriarchal formula, “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” The Book of Genesis comes to a 
conclusion with the twice repeated, “God will (surely) visit you.” This same clause is translated elsewhere 
as “watched over,” (Exodus 3:16). It often carries with it the idea of a change in fortunes. This is the promise 
spoken years earlier to Abraham that God will deliver his people from foreign captivity and affliction (15:13-
14). 
Vs. 26 – Joseph dies and is embalmed. His body was almost certainly placed in an Egyptian sarcophagus 
and placed in an honored structure befitting his authority and place in the people’s affections. Interestingly, 
the word translated “coffin” is the same word used for ark (as in Ark of the Covenant). And just as Joseph’s 
ark would carry his bones, the Ark of the Covenant would carry the tokens of God’s covenant with Moses. 
Both remarkable vessels would go before the people as they entered the Land.  
 
Theology Applied:  
1. Replace vengeance with kindness by having confidence in God’s good providence.  

 Joseph’s peace with his brothers, his kindness toward them, and his ability to forgive were all grounded 
in good theology. Specifically, Joseph’s confidence in the providence of God was of special significance 
to him. Joseph knew that even his brothers’ sinful actions and intentions were ultimately under the super-
intending providence of God.  

 But this confidence on Joseph’s part went beyond a simple belief in God’s sovereign providence. When 
we consider any single attribute of God, like his sovereignty by which he infallibly decrees everything that 
comes to pass (Providence), we must also consider all of God’s other attributes. For instance, God’s 
sovereignty on its own is not good news unless we also understand all the other things that God tells us 
about himself such as the fact that He is good and just and merciful and holy and love, and so forth.  

 And so Joseph was comforted by God’s providence because he knew that the God who was in control of 
all things that come to pass – even the sinful acts of his brothers – is eternally good and just, holy and 
righteous, loving and merciful. This doctrinal knowledge should have a sanctifying effect upon us just as 
it did on Joseph. Knowing that God is in control of all things that come to pass, in no way excuses sin or 
covers wrongdoers from proper accountability. But it most certainly should free us from a desire to seek 
vengeance. It should guard our hearts from harboring hatred toward those who have wronged us. When 
a wrong justifies civil justice, then let that be done. After all, God has ordained the civil authorities. But 
the Christian, knowing what he knows about God, is freed from the burden of seeking vengeance and 
harboring hatred.  

 
2. Keep looking backward and forward.  

 The life of faith is a regular harmony of backward and forward looking. Looking backward to the covenant 
God made with his grandfather Abraham gave Jacob his hopeful gaze into the future. This same 
backward / forward gaze is found in Joseph who, because of God’s past promise to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob was compelled by future hope to arrange for his bones to be buried in the Land of Promise.  

 The Christian lives with this same twin focus on the past and future. When our sin threatens to steal our 
joy and rob us of assurance, then we must look backward to the cross of Christ for it is on the cross that 
our sin was dealt with decisively and finally. In looking back to the cross we are trusting that God has 
done everything necessary to adequately answer the moral catastrophe of sin. And on the basis of 
Christ’s already accomplished work, we can look to the future with confidence.  

 When loss and pain and despair threaten to steal our hope then we must look forward. We must direct 
our attention forward to the city with foundations whose designer and builder is God. Through the cross 
and the new creation, God proves himself to have the fullest and final word in our lives. 

 


