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Part 80 – A Blessing in Egypt  
 
Genesis 47:1-31    
After their safe passage to Egypt, the people of God continued to live 
as sojourners in this world. As Waltke observes, the clan was an 
“embryonic nation united under Jacob’s patriarchy and Joseph’s 
administration of Egypt.”1 With the approval of Pharaoh, Jacob’s family 

was granted land in the fertile region of Goshen. The blessed state of the covenant family during the final 
years of famine is contrasted with the increasingly desperate state of the Egyptians who willingly traded 
their freedom for food. But no matter how abundant were their blessings in Goshen, Jacob the Patriarch 
remained whole-heartedly committed to the Land of Promise, insisting that he be buried there.   
 
Jacob was a fighter from the womb. The account of his life, which takes up half the book of Genesis, is one 
of struggle and conflict. Jacob “has seen the family through moments of trust and betrayal, sterility and 
fertility, feast and famine, separation and reunion, all within the promise and providence of God.”2 In contrast 
to his father Isaac who began well and ended poorly, Jacob began poorly but ended well.  
 
Pharaoh directs Jacob’s family to settle in Goshen (vv. 1-6; 11-12)     
Vs. 1 – Joseph makes clear his family are shepherds, who, as was made clear earlier, were despised class 
in Egypt (46:34). Nevertheless, that they were shepherds would have reassured Pharaoh that they did not 
have any political ambitions. As it turned out, their vocation as shepherds made them useful to Pharaoh as 
keepers of his flocks. Joseph suggests Goshen, premium land, as the appropriate place to settle the clan.  
Vv. 2-4 – Now that Joseph has promised his family land in Goshen, he goes about persuading Pharaoh. 
And here we see Joseph’s skills as negotiator. He sends five of his brothers to make a plea for the land. 
That they came “to sojourn” in Egypt indicates that they did not intend to remain there permanently. The 
Hebrew word translated “sojourn” means to live as strangers.  
Vv. 5-6 – The brother’s meeting with Pharaoh was fruitful. They were given employment as shepherds for 
Pharaoh’s flocks. Historical records show that Rameses III employed over 3,000 men, mostly foreigners, to 
take care of his flocks and herds. What is more, the family will enjoy the fruits of Nile delta.  
Vs. 11 – The term translated “gave possession” indicates that the family was granted ownership of land. 
This is more than the family had asked for and would have immediately placed Jacob’s family on a higher 
socio-economic plane than the average Egyptian. “The Land of Rameses” is the same location as Goshen.  
Vs. 12 – Joseph was able to provide food for the entire clan directly from Egypt’s abundant reserves.  
 
Jacob blesses Pharaoh (vv. 7-10)     
Vv. 7, 10 – Jacob acts out of his God-given authority in blessing Pharaoh. Notice that Jacob blesses him 
twice. In Hebrew / Biblical thought, words are very significant. The formal blessing of the Patriarch is no 
mere greeting. Rather, Jacob was “conveying on him the favor of Almighty God…Jacob was giving 
testimony to the name and nature of the only true God, whom he worshipped.”3 
Vv. 8-9 – Abraham had lived 175 years (25:7) and Isaac 180 (35:28). While these men lived far longer than 
people do today, their lives were exponentially shorter than those who lived prior to the great flood which 
wrought significant changes upon the earth. Jacob understands himself to be a pilgrim even as he is settled 
safely in a fertile delta with all the blessings of the king. He never doubts God’s promise of land even as he 
looks forward to the heavenly city with foundations (Deuteronomy 26:1-5; Hebrews 11:9-10).  

 “[Jacob] comes tepidly to Egypt not for its riches, comforts, and security but out of love for a son. While 
showing great respect and sensitivity to Pharaoh, he never bows his knee to the Egyptian, but instead, 
as the greater, he blesses the lesser. Isaac’s old age shamed his youth, but Jacob’s redeems his, just as 
Judah’s heroic self-sacrifice redeemed his tragic beginnings.”4 

 

                                                           
1 Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001) p. 579  
2 E.F. Roop quoted in Waltke, p. 580 
3 James Boice, Genesis, Vol. 3 (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987) p. 1121  
4 Waltke, p. 580 
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The Egyptian people are enslaved to Pharaoh (vv. 13-26)      
Vv. 13-15 – The years of famine have taken their toll both in Canaan and Egypt. The people of Egypt have 
exhausted their finances during the years of famine buying grain from Pharaoh.  
Vv. 16-19 – Joseph arranges for the people to exchange their livestock for grain. Once their livestock is 
spent, the people ask Joseph to take both their land and their freedom in payment for food.  
Vv. 20-23 – Joseph manages the transfer of the people’s lands and liberty over to Pharaoh.  
Vv. 24-26 – Joseph gives the people grain at an interest rate of 20 percent. The people accept their status 
as servant to Pharaoh as a necessary arrangement for their survival. Contemporary readers must be careful 
to avoid anachronism at this point by confusing the African slave trade with the happenings in Egypt over 
4,000 years ago. Throughout that part of the world it was common for people to enter into servitude (slavery) 
out of economic necessity. Certainly, not a system we would desire today but one which preserved many 
lives at the time. This is not to be confused with “man stealing,” which the Scriptures forbid.  
 
Joseph promises to bury Jacob in Canaan (vv. 27-31)     
Vs. 27 – The prosperity of the Israelites settled in Goshen stands in contrast to the plight of the Egyptians. 
The clause, “and they were fruitful and multiplied greatly,” harkens back to the creation mandate of the first 
two chapters of Genesis. 
v.29 – A similar oath was taken by Abraham’s servant in 24:2. The hand placed near the organ of 
procreation made the oath especially significant particularly as Abraham, and so Jacob later, had been 
circumcised as a sign of his belonging to God.    
Vs. 30 – Jacob’s confidence remains in God’s promise of the Land, not in the rich and fertile region of 
Goshen.  
Vs. 31 – Jacob worshipped the Lord in response to this final wish being granted.  
 
Theology Applied:  
1. Practice hospitality.  

 Though certainly not the central theme of the passage, Pharaoh’s hospitality toward Joseph’s father and 
brothers and their families is nevertheless moving. Christians should take from that act of hospitality a 
pattern for their own. The church deliberately faces the world and says, “come!” So too our homes ought 
to increasingly express this sort of welcome. We do this not because of mere friendliness but out of a 
response to God’s welcome to us in Jesus Christ.  

 
2. Let joy overcome bitterness.  

 One of the patterns in the story of Jacob and his sons is the response of joy to blessed news. These were 
not stoics who constricted their experience of joy when they experienced the blessings of God. Joseph 
in particular is an example of this. His expressive joy at each sign of his brothers’ repentance 
demonstrates that as joy increases, bitterness and cynicism decrease. It is difficult if not impossible to be 
bitter and rejoice in God’s blessings simultaneously. So let us give voice to the goodness of God.  

 
3. Remember that you are not home yet. 

 The pilgrim status of God’s people is a repeated theme throughout the Scriptures. It is especially notable 
among the Patriarchs who, though given a Land of their own, continued to live as sojourners. By faith, 
they understood that their earthly territory was meant to point them toward the everlasting City of God 
(Hebrews 11:13-16).  

 By providing for his burial in Canaan, Jacob is bearing witness both to the direction and strength of his 
hope. What in our speech and your behavior bears witness to the Promised Land? What about our speech 
and actions indicates that our hearts belong to that better city? That our hope in the resurrection is so 
secure that death holds no power to sentence us to despair? In our day, Christians seem little interested 
and certainly not preoccupied with thoughts of eternity. But we must demonstrate to our friends, our 
children, and our neighbors that our sight is ultimately fixed on the eternal life beyond this little life. Even 
one hundred forty-seven years of life and the luxuries of Egypt for the last seventeen years did not make 
this world home to Jacob. Surely our brief 70 or 80 year sojourn should not make this world home to us. 
May we not be so earthly minded that we are no earthly good.  


