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Part 79 – The Unexpected Path of God’s Promises 

 
Genesis 46:1-34 
The path to fulfillment of God’s promises is often one with many 
twists and turns, with many difficulties, and with many 
unexpected occurrences. Ultimately it is one that shapes our 
character and produces a deep-rooted faith in Him. So much of 
the storyline of Genesis has been about faith in God’s promises 

and we’ve seen that the fulfillment of these promises often takes unexpected turns.  
 
Faithful obedience to God (vv. 1-7) 
Vv. 1-4 - Jacob, with the hope of seeing Joseph again, and with the questions he had about going to Egypt, 
steps out in faith and travels to Beersheba to meet with God. 

 Beersheba was on the southernmost edge of Canaan. After that was desert and then Egypt.  

 Beersheba was a significant place for his family.  
o Abraham planted a tree and worshiped God there (Gen. 21:33).  
o God spoke to Isaac (26:23-24) and Isaac built an altar there (26:25). 
o And now, God speaks to Jacob there (vv. 2-4) 

 In coming and worshiping at Beersheba, Jacob is acknowledging God’s faithfulness to his father 
and grandfather. This was a place God met them.   

o Jacob seeks assurance that going to Egypt is the right thing to do. 
o God reveals himself again to Jacob much like he did in Genesis 28:15.  

 God reminds him of his covenant with Abraham and Isaac – “I am the God of your father” (v. 3) 

 God assures him and promises to go with him to Egypt. Even more, he will use this as means to 
make Israel a great nation. “Egypt is the womb God uses to form his nation.”1 

 God also promised to bring him back to the promised land (for his burial, Genesis 50). 

 One final assurance was that he would be with Joseph when he died. His son, whom he thought 
was dead, would be the one to shut his eyes at death.  

o God’s presence would not guarantee ease of life but it assures him of provision and 
protection in the midst of difficulty. This allows Jacob to step out in faith.  

Vv. 5-7 - Leaving Canaan was an act of faith. They left “with all that they had” (v. 1, 6-7) and did not leave 
anything behind.  

 
The faithfulness of God (vv. 8-27) 
Vv. 8-25 - The names are grouped by Jacob’s wives (Leah, Zilpah, Rachel, and Bilhah). 

 Each of these names represents a real person, in history, who is part of the beginning of the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to make a great nation from this family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 We are told that the total number of Jacob’s household that entered Egypt was seventy. 
o In 215 years God had grown Abraham’s offspring to seventy. 
o In the next 215 years in Egypt God would grow that number to close to two million.  

Vv. 26-27 - There is a theological significance to what God is doing with this group of seventy.  
o Genesis 10 has what is called “the Table of Nations.” It’s a genealogy that represents the 

human race after the flood – seventy nations in all.  
 Noah, functioning as the type of the first Adam, was the head of the human race 

after the flood.  

 From Noah’s line, the righteous seed would come.  

 But also from Noah’s line, would come many nations that would be 
opposed to the righteous seed; opposed to God.  

 Out of these pagan nations God would call Abram.  
 At this point in history, Israel (Jacob) is the head of the righteous family line.    

 The seventy names in this family, the righteous family line, stand in stark 
contrast to the seventy nations, representing the rest of the world 
population. It’s as if Moses, in documenting this, is highlighting this new 
people, this family, as the epicenter of God’s redemptive work in the world. 



o Adam, Noah, and now Israel functioned as the head of the family 
line through which Jesus would come and save the nations.  

 One other thing to note about this list: it includes a son of a Canaanite woman and an Egyptian 
wife.  

o Even as far back as Genesis God was forming a people from all tribes and tongues.  
 The promise that God would make Abraham a great nation includes men and 

women from all different nationalities.  
 The people of God represent the diversity of peoples God has created. For us, the 

delineation of God’s people is not ethnic, it is not based on skin color, or language, 
but it is by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  

 God has gathered a people for redemption from all corners of the world. It started 
with this clan of seventy and now it numbers the stars in the sky. What marks us 
out is not human delineators but rather a spiritual one – the fact that we have been 
saved from our sins, God has breathed new life in us and has united us to him 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
The expectation of God’s faithfulness (vv. 28-34) 
Vv. 28-30 - The reunion of Jacob and Joseph had been long-coming.  

 Twenty-two years had passed since Joseph and Jacob had seen each other. 

 The response of Jacob was similar to the response of the disciples upon hearing that Jesus was 
alive - disbelief and then utter joy. 

o In this reunion you have to wonder if Jacob and his sons looked back on the dreams of 
Joseph (Genesis 37) and finally understood them in their context.  

o We don’t always get to know why things happen but in this case we get to see the full 
picture. It allows us to have an expectation of God’s faithfulness even when we can’t see 
all of the details.  

Vv. 31-34 - The settling of Goshen 

 It was important for Israel to have their own place within the land of Egypt. They would need to be 
in Egypt but not assimilate, intermarry, and lose their distinct role as the people God had chosen. 

 They had to treat Goshen as a temporary dwelling knowing the promise was still to inherit and 
settle the promised land, Canaan.  

 Joseph’s plan was to use their status as shepherds to allow them Pharaoh-approved distance from 
the central life of Egypt.  

 They were sojourners. This has always been the call for God’s people. 
o Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph – all children of the promise but they never fully lived in 

the promised land. Even later on, when Israel conquered Canaan and established their 
nation, the promised land of Canaan was but a foreshadowing of the true promised land.  

 God had brought Joseph to a place of prominence, a ruler with great power, to ensure the safety 
and salvation of his people from sure and certain death in the great famine.  

 Even more so, through this family line, God would one day bring Jesus Christ, the true ruler with 
eternal power, to ensure the safety and salvation of his people from certain death. But this was not 
through worldly powers. This was through his sacrifice as the true substitute on our behalf, for our 
sins. 

 Because Jesus has died, has risen, and rules now, we can have assurance in the faithfulness of 
God. 

 The unexpected path of God’s promises goes through the cross and takes us home to a new 
heaven and a new earth where we will be with him forever.   


