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Part 78 – Redemption in Egypt  
 
Genesis 45:1-28  
The account of Jacob’s family is one of redemption. God not only saves 
the family from the devastating famine but He redeems them spiritually. 
We see this salvation particularly in the life of Judah. Through the sins 
committed against Joseph, the Lord saved many lives and preserved 

his covenant people ensuring that the righteous line would not be extinguished. “All the episodes in the 
Joseph story contribute to demonstrating how God’s purposes are ultimately fulfilled through and in spite 
of human deeds, whether or not those deeds are morally right.”1 
 
Joseph reveals his true identity to his brothers (vv. 1-15)  
Vv. 1-3 – Having tested his brothers and seeing that they were brought to repentance as evidenced by their 
moral transformation, Joseph was ready to reveal his true identity. It is not surprising that they were 
perplexed at Joseph’s announcement. How could this shaven faced Egyptian governor weeping before 
them be their brother, the teenager they had sold 22 years previously? All doubt was removed however as 
Joseph, so moved by the love and solidarity his brothers expressed both to Benjamin and their father Jacob, 
embraced his brothers and wept with great affection.  
Vs. 4 – Joseph’s words “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt,” would have been threatening 
were it not for what he said immediately following: “And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves 
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life” (vs. 5). Joseph moves immediately 
to assure them that they are forgiven. The brother’s release from guilt was not granted without cause. The 
brothers had come to hate and repent of their sin. This is a lesson for sinners both about repentance and 
God’s grace: “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  
Vv. 5-8a – Joseph’s words beginning in verse 5 are also a classic presentation of what is often called 
“concurrence,” which belongs to the doctrine of God’s providence. Concurrence simply means that God’s 
sovereign providence includes the free actions of his human creatures. That is, God works out his will in 
such a way as to include the free actions of people but in such a way that His will is done infallibly. For 
instance, the fact that those who conspired against and crucified Jesus acted according to their own sinful 
desires does not change the fact that Jesus was crucified according to the predestined plan of God (Acts 
2:23-24; 4:27-28). Likewise, Joseph’s brothers acted according to their sinful will and yet, for entirely 
different reasons, God was overruling all their actions to accomplish His plan (50:20).  
Vs. 8b – “Father to Pharaoh” is an honorific title pointing to the significance of Joseph’s role in Egypt as 
Pharaoh’s vice regent.  
Vv. 9-10 – Joseph is eager to see his father again and to be reunited with his family in the safety of Egypt. 
“Goshen” (a Hebrew word) is in northeastern Egypt, a part of the country known to have been occupied by 
Semites and others from Asia Minor at that time.  
Vs. 13 – Joseph’s chief concern was his father Jacob. It had been a great surprise to him that his father 
was still alive. Jacob was an old man the last time Joseph had seen him twenty-two years before. This may 
explain why, once he had risen to power in Egypt, Joseph made no effort to reunite with his family in 
Canaan. Assuming his father was dead, his brothers would not likely have welcomed him back. 
 
Pharaoh makes a home for Joseph’s family (vv. 16-24) 
Vv. 16-20 – Joseph’s family was granted favored status in the land of Egypt by Pharaoh himself. This 
speaks to just how much of a blessing to Pharaoh Joseph had been. Pharaoh promises that Joseph’s family 
will be so well supplied that they could leave all they own behind in Canaan. They will have no lack for they 
will enjoy royal accommodations.  
Vs. 21 – “The son of Israel,” is language that reminds us that God is at work fulfilling his covenant.  
Vs. 22 – Notice that the preference for Benjamin remains after the reconciliation. What has changed is the 
brothers who are no longer envious. Whether we like it or not, everyone is not treated the same in life. God 
does not give equally (sorrows or blessings) to all of his human creatures. In this, God has built a need for 
humility and resistance to envy within the very fabric of human life.  

                                                           
1 G. Von Rad, quoted in Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001) p. 565  
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Vs. 24 – “Do not quarrel on the way” – Joseph’s words to his brothers before they departed to Canaan 
remind us that they are still grounded on earth. Sin still lies in wait for any opportunity to attack God’s work 
of reconciliation. The warning against quarreling also points to the fact that they will have to tell their father 
Jacob what they had done to Joseph years before. It would be tempting for the brothers to point the finger 
of blame at one another or at Jacob in an effort to cover their shame. Having been forgiven by Joseph, they 
must forgive one another and their father (Matthew 18:21-35).  
 
The family is provided for abundantly in Egypt (vv. 25-28)    
Vv. 25-26 – Upon arriving back in Canaan the brothers bring the good news to Jacob that his beloved 
Joseph is not only alive but is governor over Egypt. Rather than envy, the brothers rejoice in Joseph’s 
exalted status. Understandably, Jacob does not believe the report initially.  
Vs. 27 – It was not until he saw the abundance of possessions with which they returned from Egypt that 
Jacob began to believe that what they said was true. For years he had been a shell of a man living in grief 
and regret. However, with the prospect that Joseph was truly alive “the spirit of…Jacob revived.”  
Vs. 28 – Once again Jacob is referred to by his covenant name; a name of strength and leadership. This 
reminds us that the preservation of Joseph, and through Joseph, the entire family (Judah in particular), is 
a sign of God’s covenant promise to preserve a righteous seed (Genesis 3:15).  

* The family’s flight to Egypt may seem strange to some given that God had forbidden Isaac to leave the 
Land under threatening circumstances. Indeed, there was a universal command that God’s people not 
abandon the land He had given them. However, there are rare cases in redemptive history where God’s 
command to a particular saint will form an exception to the rule. This is one of those unique instances.  

 Having been reconciled the family was brought, at Pharaoh’s insistence, from the scarcity of Canaan to 
the abundance of Egypt, there to live in peace and comfort. The scene harkens back to God’s “good” 
creation in the first two chapters of Genesis. But this scene also points forward to those eternal blessings 
promised to the redeemed in the age to come. The abundance into which the family is welcomed reminds 
us that all the goodness which has been lost because of sin will be restored in the new creation. Jesus 
our older Brother and Savior will himself redeem us completely and fit us for this glorious eternity. “He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

 
Theology Applied:   
1. Remember the limits of your field of vision.  

 There is much that we cannot see from our earthly and finite vantage point. Joseph would likely never 
have imagined what God was doing when his brothers first cast him into the slimy pit. Neither would he 
have been able to conceive of God’s plan when he was sold to Midianite slave traders. And how could 
he have seen God’s plan in the injustice he experienced at the hands of Potiphar’s wife? “From a worm’s-
eyed view, his narrative reads like a nightmare, a cacophony of outrageous excesses unjustly inflicted 
upon him…But he chooses a heavenly perspective that God is working through him to bring about what 
is good (Romans 8:28).”2 

 
2. Keep preaching God’s good providence to yourself.  

 When your circumstances are dark and you cannot imagine how God can redeem any of it for good, 
remember Joseph. Remember the crimes committed against him. Not only that, remember the entire 
sweep of history and God’s overruling providence to conform all circumstances to his good and perfect 
will: “This is my Father’s world / O let me ne’er forget / That though the wrong seems oft so strong / God 
is the Ruler yet.” 

 
3. Never lose hope in the Lord’s ability to reach a sinner.  

 The Lord saved the miserable brothers of Joseph. He transformed them from murderous, covetous, and 
immoral men into humbled men of love and loyalty. What we see in Judah (and by way of Judah the 
others) can only be properly understood in light of the New Testament categories of regeneration and the 
new birth (John 3). It has been said of many others but bears repeating in relation to Joseph’s brothers: 
If the Lord can save them, he can certainly save you and the one you are praying for.  

                                                           
2 Waltke, p. 565 


