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 Part 77 – Transformation in Egypt  
 

Genesis 44:1-34    
In chapter 44 Joseph puts his brothers through a final test which 
confirms the genuineness of their repentance and seals Judah as 
the man fit by God to carry the burden of covenant leadership. In 
terms of the relationship of Joseph with his brothers, his efforts 
illustrate “the anatomy of reconciliation.”1 The terms “brother” and 

“father” occur repeatedly as the brothers reveal hearts that have been freed from the prison of envy to the 
free air of familial love and solidarity. Judah, in particular, steps forward as the one who has now been 
readied by God to lead the family. It is to Judah that God grants the blessed responsibility to be a channel 
for the righteous line, the “seed of the woman” (Genesis 3:15).  
 
Joseph tests his brothers (vv. 1-17)  

 In this final test, Joseph places his brothers in a circumstance reminiscent of years earlier when they sold 
their little brother into slavery. Now they will have the opportunity to save their own skin if they only betray 
their young brother Benjamin. But God has been at work in the hearts of these men and the change is 
demonstrated in their words and deeds.  

Vv. 1-4 – This final test from Joseph may seem cruel to those who do not understand the great need of the 
brothers. This final test recreates the choice they had years earlier when they chose to sell Joseph. The 
test was a crisis interrupting their brief period of relief around Joseph’s table. Character is tested best when 
it is tested under great pressure.  
Vs. 5 – The claim of divination is almost certainly part of the ruse. Practicing divination is inconsistent with 
what we know of Joseph but was common among the pagans of Egypt. Most likely the claim is meant to 
prompt greater fear in the hearts of the brothers given that the cup found in Benjamin’s bag is no mere cup 
but a tool for the governor to gain direction from the gods. Divination will later be strictly forbidden in the 
law of Moses.  
Vs. 10 – “Slave” is to be preferred over “servant.” Notice that the steward changed the terms of the 
arrangement. It is not all the brothers who will be held as slaves but only the brother in whose possession 
the cup is found. Joseph has set the conditions in such a way as to test the brothers’ willingness to give 
Benjamin up as a slave as they had done to Joseph. In this instance, Joseph was treating Benjamin as his 
surrogate. This test enabled the brothers to relive what they had done to him and, in reliving that history, 
they were given an opportunity to fully repent.  
Vs. 11 – The brothers know themselves to be innocent of theft and are confident to prove it.  
Vs. 12 – By “beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest,” the tension builds steadily.  
Vs. 13 – Though the evidence suggests that Benjamin is guilty, his brothers refuse to leave him even though 
leaving him would have meant their safety. At the thought of losing Benjamin (Jacob’s preferred son) the 
brothers grieve openly by tearing their robes. What a transformation has happened in these men.  
Vs. 15 – Here Joseph is increasing the pressure to reveal what is underneath the surface. The strength of 
their moral resolve must be tested and, so, strengthened.  
Vs. 17 – Joseph gave the brothers every opportunity to do again what they had done twenty-two years 
before: abandon a brother to slavery in Egypt. But in the case of Benjamin, it would have been much easier 
given that they could have justified their act by assuming the guilt of Benjamin.  
 
Judah’s speech (vv. 18-34) 

 Judah’s moving speech (vv. 18-34) forms the centerpiece of the section and is one of the most decisive 
moments in the entire account of Joseph’s life. It is difficult if not impossible to consider the transformation 
of Judah (and his brothers) apart from the New Testament category of regeneration or the new birth (John 
3:1-15). A careful reading of his speech reveals that Judah is a new creation; a man under the sanctifying 
power of the Holy Spirit. Not only does Judah give voice to his repentance but he embraces an entirely 
new attitude toward his deeply flawed father Jacob. Rather than resenting his father’s favoritism, Judah 
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now feels sympathy for the old man. Indeed, Jacob’s favoritism for the sons of Rachel forms the chief 
rationale of Judah’s plea for Benjamin’s release.  

Vv. 18-23 – Judah begins by recounting their first conversation with Joseph and his demand that they return 
with their youngest brother.  
Vv. 24-29 – Next Judah summarizes his conversation with Jacob and explains how important Benjamin is 
to his father. It is surprising and remarkable that Judah recalled his father’s words that he had only two sons 
(the sons of beloved Rachel) without any rancor or judgment. Judah classes himself among the lesser loved 
sons of the unloved Leah without a hint of bitterness. What extraordinary sympathy Judah possesses!  
Vv. 30-31 – Judah points out that Jacob “was bound up” with Benjamin in a way that he was not with the 
sons of Leah. Remarkably, Judah demonstrates no bitterness over this. Indeed, Judah appeals to Jacob’s 
favoritism of Benjamin as the basis for his pleading on behalf of the younger brother’s release. He has 
come to sympathize with and therefore share the burden of his father.  
Vv. 32-34 – Judah offers to take the place of Benjamin. This is the high point of Judah’s speech and the 
first instance in Scripture of a man offering himself as a sacrifice in the place of another, a theme which will 
form the basis of their sacrificial system.  

 Throughout this episode Judah serves as a type of Christ, a living prophecy of the coming Redeemer. 
What a testimony to God’s redeeming and sanctifying grace! Notice first that Judah has become a leader 
who serves his people rather than seeking to be served. This quality will be one of the most essential 
marks of the faithful kings of Israel. Second, rather than hating his father for his sins, Judah now pities 
the old man and sympathizes with his weaknesses. Finally, Judah offers himself as a sacrifice in 
Benjamin’s place. In each of these ways God uses Judah to point us to the Person and work of the Lord 
Jesus who came to serve, to sympathize with our weaknesses, and to give himself in our place.  

 
Theology Applied:  
1. It is good to be tested by God.    

 Joseph’s actions in this passage point us to God’s painfully merciful work to expose our sins, generate 
repentance, and accomplish transformation. In the testing of his brothers, Joseph points us to the work 
of God. It is not our prerogative to test those around us in the ways in which God used Joseph to test his 
brothers.  

 God never tests us in ways that are cruel or petty. Neither does God test us to uncover information he 
otherwise did not know. Rather, we must understand “test” in the formal sense of having the genuineness 
and strength of a thing improved upon. In other words, the testing is not merely to prove our character 
but to actually make our character. It is through the testing that godliness is formed in us. And that is 
precisely what God was doing with Joseph’s brothers. The testing worked repentance into their hearts 
and brought about transformation.  

 
2. Do whatever is in your power to be reconciled with others.    

 The pursuit of reconciliation with those who have sinned against us and with those we have sinned 
against is to be an ordinary part of the Christian life. The story of Joseph and his brothers demonstrates 
the essential nature of reconciliation for the Christian. If you would like to locate yourself in this story do 
not look first to Joseph. Instead, look first to the brothers. Certainly, we must aspire to Joseph’s example. 
However, we must see ourselves first in the brothers who, before they could be reconcilers, had first to 
be reconciled to the one they had sinned against. In order to exercise grace they first had to experience 
grace.  

 The reconciliation of the brothers worked simultaneously with their reconciliation to the Lord. The two are 
so intertwined that it would be difficult to separate them. However, we may safely conclude that apart 
from knowing the reconciling grace of God it becomes nearly impossible to find a robust justification for 
pursuing reconciliation with one who has sinned against us.  

 And how is it that God has reconciled us to himself? Only through the substitution of his beloved Son in 
our place has God has reconciled sinners to himself. Recall the examples of Judah, Moses (Exodus 
32:31-32), and the Apostle Paul (Romans 9:1-4) as those whose willingness to sacrifice themselves in 
the place of others were signs pointing to the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus. Jesus stood in our place, 
bearing the penalty of our sin. It was His act of sacrificial substitution which satisfied God’s holy justice. 
Therefore, His mercy toward sinners is just. God purchased the mercy by which he has saved us. 


