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Part 76 – A Feast in Egypt   
 

Genesis 43:1-34     
Among the most important doctrines taught in Genesis and the 
Joseph story in particular is that of God’s providence; that God rules 
over the affairs of mankind such that nothing happens apart from his 
sovereign decree. That great and comforting doctrine is stated 

outright from Joseph’s lips in chapter 45: “And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God” (vv. 7-8a). 
Likewise, in chapter 50 Joseph reiterates by saying to his brothers, “As for you, you meant evil against me, 
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today” (vs. 
20). 
 
From the moment Joseph’s brothers first stood before him seeking to buy grain, he became an agent of 
God’s gracious providence. Through Joseph’s wise actions God was working out his purpose of 
redemption. And in chapter 43 we see a glimpse of Gods good intentions as Joseph welcomes his brothers 
through the doors of his own home and lays a feast before them. Just as his “rough” treatment of them was 
the pressure used to cause them grief over sin, the feast is an expression of the abundant goodness behind 
those actions. Behind every act of God’s discipline lays a feast of kindness.  
 
Judah’s plan (vv. 1-10)     
Vs. 1-2 – The family had used up the haul of grain brought back from Egypt. Jacob seems to have been 
hoping that something could be done without involving Benjamin. So he didn’t bring up the problem of 
Simeon’s imprisonment and the great Egyptian’s demand to see his youngest son.  
Vs. 3 – Though he was Leah’s fourth son, Judah is portrayed as moving closer to his role of leadership in 
the family. For various reasons his older brothers were not chosen to carry on the righteous seed and bear 
the chief responsibilities of covenant leadership. It may well be that the oldest brothers had disqualified 
themselves by their violence against the men of Shechem. It also follows God’s familiar pattern of defying 
human expectations by choosing younger sons to bear the covenant promises.  
Vs. 6 – Jacob’s fear of losing Benjamin is highly self-referential. “In clutching his advantage over those who 
had wronged him he was jeopardizing himself and them – including his beloved Benjamin, whom he must 
lose in order to save (27:41-46). It betrays his self-absorption that he still saw the threat to Benjamin 
primarily in terms of himself: ‘Why did you treat me so ill…?’”1 
Vv. 8-9 – Judah’s leadership is evidenced in his concern for the entire family. The covenant leader must 
always have his eye upon the generations to come. In contrast, Jacob has turned inward. Judah’s offer of 
himself as collateral for the safe passage of Benjamin and Simeon is morally superior to the foolish offer of 
Reuben (42:37).  
Vs. 10 – Jacob had kept the brothers from returning to Egypt for more grain because he knew that it would 
require Benjamin to accompany them. While we may sympathize with Jacob’s affection for Benjamin, his 
procrastination has now put the entire family, including Benjamin, at risk of starvation. 
 
The brothers return to Egypt (vv. 11-15)      
Vv. 11-13 – Jacob finally submits to the obvious. The family’s salvation requires that the brothers return to 
Egypt with Benjamin. Jacob insists on sending them with gifts and additional money for the governor. 
Vs. 14 – Jacob pronounces a benediction upon them in the name of El Shaddai (God’s Almighty). “This is 
God’s title in connection with his covenant promises to make them into a great nation to bless the nations 
(17:1).”2 Jacob then accepts his destiny even if it leads to greater bereavement.  
 
The brothers feast in Joseph’s house (vv. 16-34)     
Vv. 16-19 – Joseph’s actions were meant to bring his brothers to repentance and reconciliation (and 
ultimately under the shelter of his provision). Therefore, when he saw that they had brought Benjamin he 
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must have been relieved and happy. In response, he invites the brothers into his house for a feast. The 
brothers however, still unaware of the governor’s good intentions toward them, fear that he may do them 
harm.  
Vs. 23 – “Peace to you” – In order to allay their fears, Joseph’s steward uses the word “peace” to define 
their favored status with the governor. Rather than enmity with the governor, the brothers enjoy peace. Not 
only that, the steward attributes this blessing of peace to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It may 
well be that this Egyptian has come to trust in Joseph’s God.  
Vv. 26-27 – In fulfillment of Joseph’s dream of the sheaves of grain, the full company of his brothers now 
bow down before him. That Jacob was not yet present (a condition of Joseph’s dream of the stars) may 
have prompted the next question (vs. 27). But certainly affection for his father is present in the question as 
well.  
Vs. 30 – Once again Joseph absents himself from his brothers presence so that he may weep. “Underneath 
the cloak of Egyptian appearance, his love for his family throbs.”3 
Vs. 32 – The religious beliefs of the Egyptians forbid them from eating with those who deny their gods lest 
they be defiled. Later, the Israelites would embrace similar prejudices against Gentiles.  
Vs. 34 – It may be that Joseph’s preferential treatment of Benjamin was a test for the brothers to gauge 
whether their old resentments were still alive in their hearts. The passage reports no such resentment. 
Indeed, it seems as though the old resentments have faded away in light of the mercy they have now 
received.  
 
In a number of ways, Joseph serves as a type of Christ; a living prophesy of the Coming Savior who would 
suffer on behalf of his people and reconcile them to himself. Just as Joseph’s actions saved not only 
Israelites but Gentiles, so too would the Christ save men and women from every nation. What a wonder it 
is that the Bible’s central message of the Savior and salvation is told in the story of Jacob’s sons. 
 
Theology Applied:    
1. Fear not and trust the Lord.  

 The story of Joseph rests upon the doctrine of God’s providence. The doctrine of God’s providence holds 
that all things that come to pass do so by God’s sovereign decree. Nothing happens, including the actions 
of his human creatures, apart from God’s will. But this is not impersonal fate. God’s providence is in 
perfect harmony with this covenant love. He works all things for the redemption of his people. This 
includes his painful providences in which we often feel as though God is dealing “roughly” with us. Yet 
we can be sure that “behind a frowning providence, He hides a smiling face.”  

 
2. Be an active participant in your sanctification.    

 The transformation of Judah is of central importance in Joseph’s story. God is at work sanctifying him 
and making him fit to lead the family. But God’s work of sanctification does not occur in a vacuum. Judah’s 
transformation did not happen apart from him making particular choices. The Lord’s gracious work of 
sanctification did not make faithfulness easy for Judah any more than it will for us. We still must say no 
to sin and yes to righteousness. We still must resist selfishness and lust and hate. We still must love 
when our flesh demands revenge.  

 
3. Don’t allow good things to become gods.     

 Joseph and Benjamin were good gifts to Jacob. The problem is that he so closely connected his destiny 
with their well-being and presence with him that they competed for the place in his heart that only God 
should occupy. Similarly, the envy of Joseph’s brothers was a sort of idolatry. They desired the favor of 
their father (a good thing) to the extent that they hated the one to whom he gave it.  

 
4. Love at all times.    

 The feast in Egypt is so filled with love and warm affection that it is hard to remember the wrongs the 
brothers had done. Only love can do this. Indeed, love is the chief virtue of the Christian life. Our Lord’s 
standard is high: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:43-44).  
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