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Part 74 – Faithfulness and Blessing 
 
Genesis 41:37-57   
Joseph’s faith and faithfulness, were forged at least in part in the 
crucible of suffering. He was so trustworthy, able, and 
conscientious that, though he was a slave, he became manager 
of his master’s household. This was true both in Potiphar’s house 
and later in the prison. Joseph was scrupulously faithful to the 

requirements of God’s holiness concerning Potiphar’s wife, even though that faithfulness cost him dearly. 
He did not spend his days complaining about all the injustice he had suffered. Rather, in the place of 
suffering, Joseph continued to do and be just as he had in the place of great blessing. When he first met 
Pharaoh, Joseph gave clear witness to the Lord. Indeed, in a circumstance when most men’s courage 
would have failed, the first words Joseph spoke to mighty Pharaoh were a correction of his theology (41:15, 
16). Joseph refused to be given credit for what God had done. This sort of faithfulness is rarely learned in 
the place of ease. Though he was betrayed by his brothers, sold as a slave, and imprisoned unjustly, 
Joseph remained steadfastly loyal to the Lord.   
 
God exalts Joseph to high office  (vv. 37-45) 
Vs. 37 – Pharaoh recognizes the wisdom in Joseph’s plan to prepare for the coming famine. 
Vv. 38-39 – Though ignorant of Joseph’s God, Pharaoh nevertheless recognizes the Divine blessing upon 
Joseph. 
Vv. 40-44 – Pharaoh seemed to know immediately that Joseph was the man he needed to lead Egypt 
through the coming famine. He granted to Joseph extraordinary authority. Joseph’s promotion was 
remarkable, but not unheard of. There are records of other Semites who achieved high office in Egypt.1 
Vs. 45 – Pharaoh seeks to “Egyptianize” Joseph by changing his name and placing him with an Egyptian 
wife of high lineage. Joseph’s Egyptian name is typically understood as meaning, “God speaks and lives.” 

 Joseph’s rise from shackles to signet ring serves as a pattern for our own trajectory. We may never be 
wealthy or healthy in this life, but the “pattern of humility and exaltation is the pattern for all the saints: 
‘Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time’ (1 Peter 
5:6).”2 

 
Years of abundance  (vv. 46-49) 
Vs. 46 – Having now been in slavery in Egypt for 13 years, Joseph has reached the age of 30. Following 
his promotion he set off across Egypt, no doubt, in order to assess the land and its capacity for grain storage 
against the coming famine. 
Vs. 47-49 – The period of fertility was remarkably fruitful just as the period of famine will be remarkably 
severe. Indeed, the harvest during the period of fertility was so great that it defied attempts to take proper 
measurements of the grain. Joseph, a skilled administrator, arranged for the cities in Egypt to house the 
massive stores of surplus grain.  
 
The sons of Joseph  (vv. 50-52)   
Vs. 50 – During the period of fruitfulness Joseph’s wife Asenath bore him two sons. It is significant that 
Joseph gave them Hebrew names. Manasseh means “he who causes to forget,” indicating that the arrival 
of this child was a blessing which overshadowed his past suffering. Ephraim means “fertile,” which echoed 
his confidence that God would keep his word. Placing Hebrew names upon his sons shows that Joseph 
had not been religiously assimilated into Egyptian culture. Indeed, in the naming of his two sons, Joseph 
was giving bold public witness to the Lord in a pagan land. He risked offending Pharaoh in naming his sons 
as he did. He risked offending Pharaoh’s court, and indeed, all of Egypt, for the sake of pleasing God. We 
may even hope that through Joseph’s leadership his Egyptian wife became a believer in the Lord.  
 
Famine and provision  (vv. 53-57) 
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Vs. 54 – Seven year famines were a familiar feature of life in the Ancient Near East. Ancient records indicate 
that “seven year famine” was a conventional way of referring to very severe famines (much as we use the 
term “hundred year flood”). In those days Egypt depended entirely upon the flooding of the Nile during the 
three summer months to provide adequate irrigation. A famine would result from inadequate rains both in 
southern Sudan and the region of Palestine which would not only deprive Egypt of proper irrigation but 
those regions as well. Consisting of a rather thin fertile region bounded on either side by desert, Egypt was 
particularly vulnerable to famine. There exist records of Egyptians resorting to cannibalism during severe 
periods of famine. Egypt’s precarious position helps us understand why Pharaoh entrusted such great 
power to one whom he believed could deliver the nation from a terrible fate. 
 
Theology Applied:  
1. Beware the dangers of worldly success and praise.  

 How did Pharaoh’s exaltation of Joseph not go to his head? Human praise and exaltation are dangerous 
for the soul. How did Joseph ward off the temptation to think too highly of himself? The answer is probably 
quite simple. Joseph remained godly in spite of worldly exaltation because he had already been discipled 
in God’s school of suffering. In the hand of God’s sovereign providence, Joseph had been trained by what 
he suffered to understand that earthly praise is fleeting but a clear conscience before the Lord is of eternal 
value.  

 
2. Faithfulness is the way.  

 Faithfulness to the Lord is Proper, Costly, and Blessed. It is always proper for the Christian to diligently 
pursue obedience to the Lord as Joseph did. But just as Joseph experienced, faithfulness can be costly 
when it conflicts with the plans of the ungodly. Nevertheless, God has promised to bless his people when 
they are faithful to him.  

 Scripture is clear that God rewards faithfulness. “The Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does 
he withhold from those whose walk is blameless” (Psalm 84:11). “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will 
give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: He will 
make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun” Psalm 37:4-
6). “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).  

 This must not be confused with the false promises of the prosperity gospel. God’s blessings come to us 
along with everything else in our lives – the sorrows, the sickness, the failures, and the losses. God never 
promised to shield us from the hard things in this life. But the presence of life’s hardships will not negate 
or remove the blessings God will bestow upon those who are faithful to Him. Joseph was blessed in 
remarkable ways even as he suffered. 

 The story of Joseph serves as a great encouragement to Christians not only because of the comfort we 
derive from the good and sovereign providence of God, but also because Joseph’s story shows us how 
abundantly God rewards those who love and serve him in the thick and thin of life. Joseph remained 
faithful to the Lord in his suffering and sorrow. Joseph knew that the Lord was in control whether he was 
in the pit or at the pinnacle. Joseph was a son of the covenant and therefore he knew that God would 
never leave him or forsake him. Such a God is infinitely worthy of our faithfulness.  

 
3. There is far more to your suffering and sorrow than you can immediately understand.  

 The sufferings and sorrows of God’s people are never wasted because those experiences are never 
random. We enter into those experiences through God’s sovereign plan. And the Lord’s plans always 
work toward the good of his people (Romans 8:28-30). Joseph could never have imagined what the Lord 
had in store for him when his brothers first cast him into that slimy cistern. He could not have known what 
God was doing while he tested him in the house of temptation. Nor could Joseph have foreseen the Lord’s 
audacious plan as he wasted away in a dungeon. But the degree of Joseph’s suffering corresponded to 
the degree of the blessings that God was engineering for him and countless others. “The pit instilled 
dependence upon God. Days, months, and years in the pit graced Joseph’s soul with an ever-deepening 
sense of need and dependence upon God. There was only one way to look while in the pit, and that was 
up – to God.”3 
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