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Part 73 – Interpretations Belong to God  
 

Genesis 40-41:36    
The bulk of this text revolves around dreaming, retelling, and 
interpreting dreams. People usually don’t pay much attention to 
their dreams, nor should they. Dreams are a manifestation of our 
subconscious. The dictionary says they are series of thoughts, 
images, or sensations occurring in a person’s mind as they sleep. 
Most often dreams are quickly forgotten, yet some remain vivid or 

even reoccur.  
 

On a few occasions God has revealed himself through dreams. This is a form of divine revelation, or special 
revelation. Dreams, visions, prophesy, and direct communication are all ways that God has communicated 
with his people throughout history. The doctrine of revelation is of great importance. We only know God 
based on what he has revealed to us. In these chapters we will see God both concealing and revealing 
himself through dreams and their interpretations, all for his glory and for the good of his people.  
 
Chapter 40 overview: 

 Joseph remains in prison after being falsely accused.  

 Psalm 105:18 “His feet were hurt with fetters; his neck was put in a collar of iron.” 

 Two of Pharaoh’s officers, the chief cupbearer and baker, are put in prison with Joseph.  

 Each man has a dream with an unknown meaning. They are distressed looking for answers.  

 In Egypt, a nation steeped in pagan belief and religious practice, the interpretation of dreams was big 
business. Outside of prison there would have been someone ready and willing to help with 
interpretations. 

 Joseph declared, “Do not interpretations belong to God?” 

 Joseph explained the dreams meaning plainly. The chief cupbearer would be restored to his position 
of honor and the baker would be executed. Joseph pleaded with the cupbearer to remember him before 
Pharaoh and help him get out of his current cycle of injustice. 

 In all the excitement of getting out of prison the cupbearer forgot Joseph. Two years passed by. 
 
God does not forget  

 Two years later Joseph still finds himself in the dungeon. The cupbearer has obviously forgotten. What 
will become of Joseph? Has God forgotten him as well?  

 Psalm 105:19 “until what he had said came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him.” 

 Joseph’s recent history has been full of testing. His family disdained him for the dreams he received. 
He was sold by his brothers, accused by Potiphar’s wife, dumped into prison, and now seemingly 
forgotten. Being tested by God and waiting on the Lord was Joseph’s daily bread. 

 Psalm 27:14 “Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” 

 Waiting is not outside of God’s plan. Abraham waited, traveling to an unknown land. Jacob waited 20 
years under the thumb of Laban. Israel would wait 400 years as slaves in Egypt. Jesus would wait as 
he anticipated the cross. The disciples waited staring into the clouds at the ascension. The church waits 
for the glorious return of Jesus.  

 John Lennox wrote, “It takes real character to distinguish between God’s no and his not yet.” 

 At the right time, Pharaoh dreamed. At the right time, the cupbearer remembered Joseph. 

 On that day, Joseph would wake up in prison with the status of slave, and lay his head to sleep in the 
palace with the title of ruler of Egypt. God had not forgotten Joseph.  

 
God conceals and reveals Himself for his glory 
A. God conceals Himself  

 Vs. 8 - Pharaoh’s mind was troubled by what he dreamed. He called his magicians and wise men, the 
best of the best. No one could interpret the dream for him. Why was this the case? 

 1 Corinthians 2:14 “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” 
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 Pharaoh and his wise men could not discern the things of God, the message was concealed from them. 
God used their ineptitude to put his glory on display.  

 Vs. 9-13 - God prompts the memory of the cupbearer to tell Pharaoh of the young Hebrew, Joseph.  

 Jesus taught in parables to both conceal and reveal for his glory and our good.  

 Matthew 13:13-14 “This is why I [Jesus] speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is 
fulfilled that says: ‘You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never 
perceive.’” 

 
B. God reveals Himself through Joseph 

 Joseph is God’s instrument in this moment. He is a shadow, an illustration that points us forward to 
Jesus. We catch glimpses of Joseph acting in the roles of prophet, priest, and king.  

 Prophet—As he interprets the dream, Joseph acts as the mouthpiece of God, a prophet. 
o Joseph tell Pharaoh “God has revealed what he is about to do.” “The thing is fixed by God, God 

will shortly bring it about.” A time of plenty, and a time of famine.  
o God’s purposes will far exceed Pharaoh’s nearsighted perceptions of economic sustainability.   
o God was blessing Egypt as a means to bless Israel and preserve the righteous line. 

 Priest—Joseph serves a priestly role as an intercessor for God’s people.  
o It is through Joseph’s life that the people of God are saved from the coming famine.  
o In this situation Joseph could have made much of himself. This was a chance to leverage his 

situation, to convince Pharaoh that he was indispensable. Instead he risks his life, bearing witness 
to his God, so the many would be saved.  

o Ultimately our great high priest, Jesus, would come through the line of Joseph’s brother, Judah.  

 King—God has prepared Joseph to be a leader of the people, a man of great influence.  

o Vs. 40 - Pharaoh will elevate Joseph to power and authority, a king of sorts. 
o Nine years later, Joseph will see his brothers and say, So it was not you who sent me here, but 

God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt.  

 God reveals himself progressively throughout history. We don’t put our hope in emulating good men 
like Joseph. Our hope is in Joseph’s God. The life of Joseph points us forward to the True Prophet, 
Priest, and King – Jesus Christ.  

 
Theology Applied:  
1. Have a right understanding of revelation. 

 The first chapter of the Westminster Confession covers the subject of revelation. It is a matter of first 
importance.  

 Poor theology concerning revelation has routinely been a stumbling block for Christians and churches.  

 Scripture is our guide and corrective. Dreams and visions are presented as rarities. Very few men spoke 
with God almighty. There were many prophets and most were unpopular or killed for sharing God’s 
revealed words. Special revelation from God was not and is not normative.  

 Hebrews 1:1-2 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world.” 

 Jesus has come. He has spoken. We have his Word. It is clear. It is sufficient. Read it. Hear it.  
 
2. Consider your public witness. 

 Joseph was a man who was bold in public witness pointing others to the one true God.  

 His interaction with Pharaoh was uncomfortable and risky. Joseph laid it all on the line, gave God the 
credit, then waited for a response. There were no guarantees for this freshly shaven inmate.  

 Joseph gave witness and then waited on the Lord. He did what he was called to do, and left the results 
to God. This is the path to Christian witness. We cannot control outcomes so much as we can control 
what we say, and how we live our lives as testimony to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Will you speak when it may come at great cost?  

 Will you live in the way of Jesus, making unpopular decisions that reflect a true disciple? 


