
Discipleship in the Home: Week 9 

“Cultivating Generosity in the Hearts of Our Children” 
John Kidd (jkidd@cov-pres.org) and Lisa Updike (lisa@cov-pres.org) 

 

Cultivate comes from the Latin word “cultivat” which means prepared for crops 

Cultivating is purposeful.  As parents (as believers) we must always be purposeful. 

 

Galatians 6:7-10 

7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his 

own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 

life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Consider these questions..           

 What would your kids say is your treasure?  

 What would they say you love?  

 If I ask your child, where is your mother’s (father’s) heart? What would they say?  

 

First Catechism: 

3. Q Why did God make you and all things? A. For his own glory. 

4. Q. How can you glorify God? A. By loving Him and doing what he commands. 

God gives us money as a means to glorify Him. 

 

What are some things the Bible says about money? 

1. Money can make us greedy 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; 
this also is vanity 
 

2. Not to love it 

 Matthew 6:24 24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  

  1 Timothy 6:10 – The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. 
 

3. Give it away 
 

 One way not to love it is to give it away! 

 Matthew 6:21 …where your treasure is. 
 

First place of financial giving is often the church 

 Have your children participate in the family tithe 
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When your child earns money (allowance, or chores) or receives a monetary gift, consider: 

 4 categories: Tithe, offering, save, spend 

 Tithe (1 part out of 10 ) goes to the church, offering can go to the church or a cause. 

 To whom does the money they are spending belong?  
 

1. We give to God as a reminder that everything is his. (Psalm 24- The earth is Lord’s and the fullness thereof) 
2. We give because God tells us to give  
3. We give out of love for God and his people 

 
How do we give? 

Generously and Cheerfully 

 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 
With an expectation of blessing (Acts 20:35, Luke 6:38) 

 
 

Biblical Generosity goes beyond finances: 

It is tangible and meets the need (Acts 2:42-45, James 2:15-16)  

What are some needs YOUR family can meet? 

 Encouraging notes to those who are unable to get out and about, widows, and widowers. (Ask Greg) 

 Meals 

 Yard work for the elderly 

 Visiting those who are stuck at home (make it short!) 

 Plant flowers for giving away (sowing and reaping…so many great lessons) 

 Baby sitting 
 

Serving at church: 

 Service Saturdays 

 Greeters 

 Nursery 

 Children’s Church 

 Children’s choir 

 Thank you cards for teachers 

 Encouragement cards for pastors, staff, deacons, Jeremy and Gus 

 Consider giving secretly! So fun! 
 

 

 

 

 


