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The Resurrection of Jesus  
 
Luke 23:50 – 24:12      
Christianity is nothing without the resurrection of Jesus. The 
Apostle Paul explains that, if Christ is not risen, we who 
believe are to be pitied above all people for our faith is futile 
and our end is only death (1 Corinthians 15:12-19). Indeed, 
Paul states, if Christ is not risen then there is no life beyond 
this present life and therefore we may as well “eat, drink, 
and be merry for tomorrow we die” (1 Corinthians 15:32). 
Apart from the resurrection of Jesus there would have been 
no Christianity. It was Jesus’ resurrection which confirmed 
his audacious claims to Deity. It was his resurrection which validated the efficacy of his death for sinners. 
And it was Jesus’ resurrection which established the great Christian hope that we too will be raised with 
him unto everlasting life.  
 
The Burial of Jesus  (23:50-56)  
Vv. 50-52 – Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Jewish Ruling Council who, as Matthew and John 
explicitly state, was a disciple of Jesus. Here we are told that he did not consent to the actions of the council 
against Jesus. Joseph’s willingness to publicly identify with Jesus to the extent of taking charge of his body 
following the crucifixion could have placed him in danger from the very ones who had conspired against the 
Lord.  
Vs. 55 – All work had to be completed by the beginning of the Sabbath, which, for the Jews, was dusk on 
Friday. The Jews did not embalm like the Egyptians did. Their Jewish custom was to wrap spices and 
ointments with the body to mask the smell of decomposition and for this there was not sufficient time before 
the Sabbath began.  
Vs. 56 – As faithful as they had been, the women who followed Jesus were clearly not expecting the 
resurrection. What they saw and heard was not a powerful delusion born from wishful thinking nor was it a 
hoax on their part as they would have been unable to remove Jesus’ body from a tomb being guarded by 
Roman soldiers and sealed behind a large stone. 

 The burial of Jesus in a borrowed tomb seems at first like an anticlimax to the previous six hours as Jesus 
hung on the cross. No other passage in the Scriptures can match the tension and suffering that is depicted 
in Jesus’ suffering and death. But the account of his burial immediately following is an essential part of 
the story. The burial is evidence that Jesus truly bore the chastisement that belonged to us. He did not 
only suffer for us. Jesus truly died for us.  

 The Christian Church has always realized the significance of Jesus’ burial.  In The Apostles Creed we 
confess that Jesus “was crucified, dead, and buried." That article of the creed is based upon such biblical 
passages as 1 Corinthians 15:3-4: “What I received I passed on to you as of first importance, that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised again on the third 
day according to the Scriptures.”  

1. Jesus was buried because he truly died.  

 The Apostle John’s account tells us that the soldiers, just to be absolutely sure that Jesus was dead, 
thrust a spear through his side, causing a sudden flow of blood and water. His lifeless body was taken 
from the cross, carried some distance, wrapped tightly for burial and laid to rest in a sealed tomb. All of 
this was the public witness to and evidence of the Lord’s death. Jesus burial is part of that complex of 
events which taken together constitute the Savior’s death for us: the beatings, the mockery, the crucifixion 
itself, and the tomb. 

 
2. Jesus was buried to further identify with our own frailties.  

 The burial of Jesus was an extension of his identification with fallen humanity. By being encased in a 
tomb Jesus joined us in the full experience of death. Jesus died like us even as he died for us. The human 
experience of death involves not only the passage of the spirit from the body but the finality of the 
separation of the spirit from the body, the decay and shame of a body without life. Real death includes 
the grave. Abraham Kuyper expressed the point well: "Christ would not be a complete savior for us if he 
had not descended into the grave.” 



Covenant Presbyterian Church                                                                                                         April 17, 2022 
 

 Never had Christ’s true identity been hidden to the extent that it was when his lifeless body was laid in 
that borrowed tomb. Never had the difference between the majesty of God the Son and the humanity of 
Jesus the son of a carpenter been so dramatically revealed as when his lifeless body was buried. 

 Had Jesus’ followers truly believed that he would be raised they would have had courage on that terrible 
Friday. Had they believed what Jesus had told them concerning his resurrection they may well have not 
allowed him to be buried. Every circumstance concerning the disciples’ actions indicates that they were 
in no way expecting Jesus to return to life.  

 
The Resurrection of Jesus  (24:1-12) 
Vs. 1 – The women went to Jesus’ tomb to complete the work of preparing Jesus’ body for permanent 
interment in the tomb. The possibility of resurrection seems to have been as far from their mind as anything 
could be. 
Vv. 4-8 – Even after seeing that the tomb was vacated, the women did not recall the words of Jesus 
promising his resurrection nor did they consider resurrection a possibility. It took the words of two 
mysterious figures – identified as angels by Matthew, a conclusion reached by the women in verse 23 – for 
them to remember all that Jesus had said. Notice the emphasis Luke places upon the necessity and 
sufficiency of the Word of God to generate and maintain faith.  
Vv. 9-10 – They immediately began to give public witness to the fact of Jesus’ resurrection.  
Vv. 11-12 – The unbelief of the disciples is once again highlighted. They were not looking for miracles. They 
did not have view of the world which allowed for the resurrection of the man they saw crucified. It is clear 
that these men were not poised on the brink of belief in the resurrection.  

 As definitive as the burial of Jesus is as evidence of his actual death it is the necessary prelude to his 
glorious resurrection. The quietness of Luke’s description of the third day underscores just how 
unexpected was Jesus’ resurrection among his closest followers. Even the women who so faithfully 
identified with Jesus throughout his crucifixion and death did not expect him to be anything other than 
dead on that Sunday morning. They arrived at the tomb expecting only to complete the burial ritual, not 
to be met by a vacated tomb and news of resurrection: “He is not here, but has risen” (24:6).  

 The disciples saw for themselves the tomb of Jesus occupied only by his discarded grave clothes. They 
heard the testimony of angels. Only then did they remember his words. How often Jesus had told them 
to anticipate this very event! The resurrection of Jesus was not a fabrication of desperate men. The 
disciples were not myth-makers. After Friday they had no thought of following a dead master. Their fear 
and slowness to believe was replaced by a sudden unshakable confidence that Jesus had indeed walked 
out of his own tomb under this own death-defeating power. 

 
Theology Applied:  
1. God’s Word is sufficient for faith.  
The disciples of Jesus were expected to believe in the resurrection prior to it happening precisely because 
Jesus told them he would be raised. Notice the number of references to the words of Jesus in the passage. 
The faith of the disciples was meant to rest upon the very thing that we ourselves have – the word of God. 
 
2. Jesus’ resurrection gives us much needed perspective for life in a fallen world.  
“In this life,” Jesus told us, “you will have trouble. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 
The Scriptures never promise that God’s people will rise above the sufferings and sorrows that are common 
to sinful mankind in a fallen world. We are promised deliverance. But the death and resurrection of Jesus 
are lasting proof that any deliverance from trouble in this life is only temporary. We have no heaven here. 
Our ultimate deliverance from the sin, sorrow, and calamity of this life is in the life to come. For the Christian, 
the good life in this world does not include an existence free from sorrows. It is a life which holds on to hope 
even when “the earth gives way, though the mountains fall into the heart of the sea” (Psalm 46). Indeed, 
we are promised that we will experience death (Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27). And not only us, but those 
we love as well. These are sad and tragic truths. Death, we are told, will be the final enemy to be defeated 
in the day of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:26). But such are the wages of sin. The great Christian hope is not 
the fantasy of escaping death or even trouble in this life but of resurrection unto eternal life in the blessed 
presence of God. Such a hope can and should cast a ray of peace and joy into this present life. “Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 
15:55).  


