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Our Passover Lamb  
 

Luke 22:1-23  
By the time we reach chapter 22 of Luke’s gospel, Jesus 
has finished the bulk of his public teaching. Now the 
narrative is fixed upon his Passion, that is, his suffering 
and crucifixion. There is a sense in which the record of 
Jesus’ entire life is a Passion narrative given that he 
came into the world to save sinners by dying in their 
place. Indeed, the Bible, from Genesis chapter three 
forward, may be rightly viewed in one sense as a long march toward the cross. But the most immediate 
circumstances related to Jesus’ rendezvous with Golgotha begins with his sharing the Passover meal with 
his 12 disciples.  
 
The different gospel accounts taken together give us a full picture of the evening’s events. For instance, 
both Matthew and John tell of how Jesus wrapped a servant’s towel around his waist and washed his 
disciple’s feet in order to prepare them for the humiliations he would endure upon the cross. John’s account 
includes Jesus’ powerful discourse on the coming of the Holy Spirit. Luke’s account gives central focus to 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus instituted this new “meal” as the fulfillment of the Passover meal 
which God’s people had observed since their liberation from Egypt. Just as the Passover meal served as a 
covenant renewal ceremony, so too would the Lord’s Supper. Just as the Passover meal reminded the 
people of the Lord’s deliverance, so too would the Lord’s Supper. But this new meal would not look back 
upon a deliverance from physical oppression but from that deeper and deadlier slavery to sin and death.  
 
The plot against Jesus  
Vs. 1 – The week-long feast of unleavened bread and the Passover meal were related to each other and 
occurred at the same time in the Spring and so could be spoken of as a single celebration. Together they 
commemorated Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. 
Vs. 2 – The Jewish religious authorities, believing Jesus was a blasphemer for claiming to be God, plotted 
to put him to death in a way that would not rob them of the people’s favor. Their hardness of heart was 
stunning given their familiarity with the Scriptures (the Old Testament). They, more than anyone, should 
have recognized Jesus as the Messiah.  
Vv. 3-6 – The Gospels do not tell us why Judas betrayed the Lord, though greed is certainly a factor. Judas 
is described as “of the number of the twelve.” In other words, he was an insider; one of those closest to the 
Lord. We know that Judas was greedy so he was glad to be paid for the service he was rendering to the 
chief priests. He would provide the opportunity for them to arrest Jesus out of sight of the crowds. How 
could one who had seen the works of Jesus be so blind? And yet, the world is filled with those who deny 
the evidence before their eyes and within their consciences (Romans chapters 1 and 2).  
 
Preparations for Passover  
Vs. 7 – Passover was an elaborate meal, usually eaten in groups. In this sense it may be compared to our 
Thanksgiving meal. Preparations, therefore, were required. 
Vs. 9 – Given that Jerusalem would have been filled to bursting with pilgrims there for Passover, Peter and 
John naturally asked where Jesus expected them to find a place where they could have the meal.  
Vs. 13 – Jesus’ secrecy was almost certainly so that no one, especially Judas, would know ahead of time 
where to find him. These preparations ensured that Jesus would not be seized until the appointed time. 
 
The Lord’s Supper  
Vs. 16 – The Lord had been looking forward to this time with his disciples. It was for him a significant 
moment. But what they were doing in eating the feast pointed to still greater things. That first Lord’s Supper 
was the anticipation of things to come both in the dying of Christ and in the kingdom yet to be fully 
inaugurated.  
Vs. 17 – In the Passover meal there were typically four cups or four drinks from the same cup. The cup (or 
drink) mentioned here is likely the third or fourth which was connected to giving thanks. Jesus took this cup 
of thanksgiving into the Lord’s Supper. 
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Vs. 18 – Jesus’ time with his disciples was now at an end, though, of course, they did not realize it. The 
Lord’s words highlight his anticipation of the consummation of the ages when they would all be together 
again in the kingdom. But for that time they must wait.  
Vs. 19 – The breaking and distributing of bread was a familiar part of the Passover meal. What was new 
and profoundly significant was the Lord’s remark that the bread and wine pointed to his body and blood. 
The disciples would have understood the metaphorical nature of Jesus’ words. They could see and taste 
that they were eating bread and drinking wine, not the literal body and blood of Jesus who was reclining at 
the table with them. “Given for you,” points to the Lord’s substitutionary death on the cross for his people 
which, unbeknownst to his disciples, would occur the next day. 
Vs. 20 – The “pouring out” anticipates the Lord’s death on the cross. By Jesus’ death, God’s gracious 
covenant with his people would be fulfilled and eternally established.  
Vs. 21 – Judas’ betrayal is made all the more heinous by the fact that he had been one of Jesus’ closest 
friends. 
Vs. 23 – The fact that all was happening according to God’s sovereign decree did not mean that Judas was 
not responsible for his actions. Judas was skillful in his duplicity. The other disciples had not recognized 
the malice in him.  

 Ever since Jesus’ final meal with his disciples prior to his death, the Lord’s Supper has been a principal 
mark of Christian identity and a chief feature of Christian worship. We call it a sacrament because it is a 
sign which points to something beyond itself. The symbolic nature of the bread and cup point to the price 
that was paid for our redemption. And, as Jesus indicated to the disciples, it directs our gaze to the coming 
kingdom when Jesus will welcome all of the redeemed throughout history to his everlasting table of 
fellowship. 

 
Theology Applied: 
1. Jesus our Friend  

 We ought not miss the acts and words of Jesus that point to the tender love he had for his disciples. He 
counted these men as his friends. Notice his words in verse 15 about his longing to share the meal with 
them before he is turned over to his executioners. Certainly he desired to teach them about the 
significance of his soon coming death and how it would be the ground of all their hope. But certainly he 
desired also to be with them for the simple fact that he was their friend. He treasured them. Jesus 
identified those for whom he died as “friends” (John 15:13). Indeed, Jesus identifies his people not so 
much as “servants,” but “friends” (John 15:15).  

 
2. Jesus our Priest  

 Jesus acts as the Priest in this passage. He presides over and distributes the elements of the ceremony. 
It is Jesus who acts as host. He presents the bread and cup as symbols of sacrifice. But Jesus our Priest 
does not act as a fellow sinner equally in need of God’s grace as were all the priests who proceeded him 
(Hebrews 5:1-3). Jesus our Priest is the very meaning of the ceremony confirmed in his “this is my body,” 
and “this cup…is the new covenant in my blood.”  

 
3. Jesus our Sacrifice  

 Not only does Jesus preside over the ceremony, he presents himself as the substance of the ceremony. 
This is powerfully represented in his breaking of and offering the bread and passing the cup to his 
disciples. The Lord’s Supper points to the sacrifice of Jesus; the shedding of his blood. Jesus is both 
priest and sacrifice. He is both host and “meal.” He is both the One who gives and that which is given. 
Our divine Priest is also our Passover Lamb.  

 
4. Jesus our King  

 Notice Jesus’ references to the kingdom to come. He of course, is the King despite what looms ahead of 
him in his suffering and death. Notice also that Jesus pronounces “woe” upon the one who betrays him. 
Again, this is the right of a King. In the Lord’s Supper we look forward to the consummation of the ages 
and final inauguration of God’s Kingdom. Jesus points forward to that age when he will welcome us to 
his great kingdom feast. There will be no need for a sacrifice in the kingdom to come. There will be no 
need of signs pointing toward any yet-to-be fulfilled works of our Lord. In the age to come, King Jesus will 
welcome to his table all those for whom he laid down his life, his friends.  


