
  

 

PRINCIPLES OF GENEROSITY 
 

“The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it.”  

Psalm 24:1 



  

 

It’s All God’s Money 

A 
s Christians, we believe that God is the owner and 

provider of everything we have. We are his money 

managers. We are stewards of the resources he has 

entrusted to us. The Bible refers to money directly or by 

way of illustration more than any other single subject. Why? Because 

our hearts follow our treasure. Jesus said, “For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  

God’s Word gives us guiding principles which help to inform and stir 

up our generosity. For instance in Leviticus 27:30 God called his 

people to bring a tithe of their income: “A tithe of everything from 

the land, whether from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to 

the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.” The word tithe means “a tenth part.” 

But that in no way encompasses the biblical instruction concerning 

Christian generosity.  

Christians often ask, 

“Are we commanded 

to tithe?” In other 

words, “Does the 

New Covenant in 

Christ change 

anything about God’s 

commands 

concerning financial 

generosity?” That is a 

good question which requires a rather complicated answer. First, 

there is no command in the Old Testament for God’s people to give 

only a single annual tithe. In fact God called for more than one tithe. 

Second, God commanded his people to bring various other free will 

offerings to the temple. Third, every seventh year God declared to 

be a jubilee year in which the people were required to cancel all 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2027.30


  

 

their debts. It is not possible for modern readers to accurately 

calculate just what percentage this amounted to for the average 

Hebrew. But what is clear is that God established for his people a 

principle of sacrificial generosity.  

It is true that in Christ the Old Testament ceremonial laws and 

practices have been fulfilled. For instance, the entire sacrificial 

system, the ministry of priests, the dietary regulations and the 

various festivals are no longer practiced because they were 

temporary signs pointing to the person and work of Jesus the 

Messiah. It may be that the specific commands regarding the yearly 

and occasional tithes belong to those regulations that have now 

passed away. However, there is an incident recorded in Genesis 14 

where Abraham brings a tithe to a king/priest named Melchizedek. 

This is significant for at least two reasons. First, Melchizedek is a 

man who prefigured Christ in some ways. He was both a king and 

priest over a city which would later become Jerusalem. Also, the 

writer of Hebrews likens the priesthood of Melchizedek to the 

priesthood of Christ (Hebrews 7:1-2).  

Second, Abraham’s tithe to Melchizedek proves that bringing a tithe 

as an act of honor was practiced well before the giving of the 

ceremonial laws through Moses. Simply put, the giving of tithes is 

not a relic of the ceremonial laws now subsumed in Christ. It is an 

act of worship and generosity which transcends those ceremonial 

regulations that have now been fulfilled in Christ.  

So, are Christians commanded to give a tithe of their annual 

income? In answering that question we can conclude the following 

from the Old Testament: 1) God’s people have always been called to 

give sacrificially through tithes and other offerings. 2) Financial 

generosity is an act of worship. 3) Giving tithes is not bound to the 

temporary ceremonial laws of the Old Covenant.  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also” (Matthew 6:21).  



  

 

Taken together the Old and New Testaments provide a number of 

principles which should inform Christian giving.  

1| Partnership 

Specifically in reference to their financial support, Paul referred to 

the Philippian church as his partners in the gospel ministry 

(Philippians 1:5). He equated financial support for his efforts to 

advance the gospel as full partnership in those efforts. In both Old 

and New Testaments financial support for God’s work (in the temple 

and later the church) is understood as the responsibility of God’s 

people.  

In addition to other Christian virtues, God’s people are called to 

excel in giving. In writing to the Corinthian church Paul calls 

generous giving “an act of grace.” He writes: “But as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and 

in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also” (2 

Corinthians 8:7).  

2| Cheerful 

Giving is to be seen as an act of worship accompanied by gladness. 

As Paul writes, “God loves a 

cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 

9:7). We should consider 

these words carefully. God 

does not merely love 

moments of cheerful giving. 

God loves the people whose 

generosity is exercised 

cheerfully. To give cheerfully means that we give not under 

compulsion, but freely. Such cheerful giving is visible evidence of the 

presence of genuine love (2 Corinthians 8:8). In encouraging 

Christians to give generously Paul was careful to avoid giving a 

command about specific amounts because such commands would 

be counterproductive to cheerful giving.  



  

 

3| Sacrificial  

The theme of willing sacrifice is seen throughout the New 

Testament. This applies to the teaching on financial stewardship. 

Paul held the churches of Macedonia up as an example of eager 

sacrifice because of their insistence on contributing to a special 

offering for the Jerusalem church: 

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that 

has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a 

severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 

extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on 

their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can 

testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging 

us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the 

saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave 

themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us 

(2 Corinthians 8:1-5). 

The question, “Am I required to tithe?” is probably the wrong 

question for Christians to ask. The better question is, “Does my 

generosity toward Christ’s church reflect a willingness to sacrifice 

joyfully?” It is difficult to conceive that the New Covenant in Christ 

would result in a lower expectation of generosity on the part of 

God’s people from what was known in the Old Covenant.  

4| Proportional 

Tithing is a way for God’s people to give proportionally or in a way 

that reflects their level of income. Luke records the account of Jesus 

observing an impoverished widow offering two copper coins in the 

temple (Luke 21:1-4). Jesus concluded that the tiny offering 

The question, “Am I required to tithe?” is probably 

the wrong question for Christians to ask. The 

better question is, “Does my generosity toward 

Christ’s church reflect a willingness to sacrifice 



  

 

amounted to a greater sacrifice than the large amounts given in 

ostentatious display by the rich because it represented a larger 

proportion of her income. There is no expectation that all Christians 

should give the same amount. Rather Christian giving ought to be 

proportional to income. This requires that Christians keep close 

watch over their income through the maintenance of a budget. If we 

do not know how much money we have, how can we give according 

to how God has blessed us?  

Referring specifically to financial giving Paul writes: 

“So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in 

desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what 

you have. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable 

according to what a person has, not according to what he 

does not have. For I do not mean that others should be eased 

and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness your 

abundance at the present time should supply their need, so 

that their abundance may supply your need, that there may 

be fairness” (2 Corinthians 8:11-14). 

5| Home  

Our generosity ought to begin with our local church home. While 

encouraging generosity and good works to all, the Scriptures state, 



  

 

“Let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 

household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Our generosity is to begin 

“especially” close to home, that is, the “household of faith.” The 

household of faith ought not to be taken as a general reference to 

the church universal. It is not possible to give to a universal category 

of people. So it makes most sense to understand Paul’s words as a 

reference to one’s church home. Christian giving may expand 

beyond one’s local church. But that is certainly the location where 

Christians ought to make their primary investment.  

In the Old Testament God commanded his people to give in part to 

supply the needs of the temple ministry and to support the priests. 

The Apostle Paul, referring to those who serve the church in a 

vocational capacity writes, “Let the elders who rule well be 

considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 

preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle 

an ox when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves his 

wages’” (1 Timothy 5:17-18). So there is a responsibility that church 

members share to support the work of the church and its ministers.  

The giving of church members provides for the ministries of the 

church, the meeting of physical needs, building and maintenance of 

church property, pastors and ministry staff, and the sending and 

sustenance of missionaries near and far.  

This responsibility to give to one’s church is reflected in the vows 

taken by incoming members to PCA churches. The question reads: 

“Do you promise to support the work and worship of the church?” 

As members we have promised to support, to the best of our ability, 

the work and worship of the church. This includes the full range of 

the resources God has given us (time, talents, treasure).  

“Let us do good to everyone, and especially to 

those who are of the household of faith” 

(Galatians 6:10).  



  

 

6| Gospel-driven  

The driving force behind Christian generosity is the generosity of 

God in sending his Son to die for our sins. “For God so loved…He 

gave” (John 3:16). “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 

you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). The 

generosity of God toward sinners is unfathomable. While we were 

his enemies, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8-10). As recipients of 

such lavish generosity, Christians ought to be the most generous 

people in the world.  

7| Blessing 

While we must reject the errors of the prosperity teachers, it is 

nevertheless clear that God promises blessings upon those who give 

generously. There is no promise that God will make generous givers 

wealthy or keep them in perfect health. However, there is a certainty 

of blessing for those who give generously. After thanking the 

Corinthian church for their promise to give a generous gift for the 

needs of another church Paul 

writes: “The point is this: 

whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully…He who 

supplies seed to the sower and 

bread for food will supply and 

multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in 

every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 

Corinthians 9:6, 10-11). 

The driving force behind Christian generosity is 
the generosity of God in sending his Son to die 

for our sins. 



  

 

Stewardship 
As a church, we pledge to be good stewards of your tithes 

and offerings and will seek to use them for making disciples, 

meeting tangible needs, and advancing the gospel. We 

encourage you to take a look at our budget to see how your 

gifts are being used. 

The church budget is approved annually by the Session (the 

Elders) who is kept informed of its status throughout the 

year by the Budget Committee who manages the budget on 

a regular basis.  

The Budget Committee is comprised of four elders, four 

deacons, the church Treasurer and the Director of 

Administration with full transparency into all transactions, 

financial commitments and obligations. 



  

 

Giving Methods 

You may give your gifts in a variety of forms. You will receive a 

summary of your tax-deductible gifts in accordance with IRS 

requirements at least annually. Please let us know if you have any 

specific needs regarding the timing of these notifications. You may 

log on to your Touchpoint record (https://covpres.tpsdb.com) at any 

time to review your donations and print statements.  

Electronic Giving 

We have set up online giving as a convenience for you to give on a 

one-time or ongoing basis. Visit our website, www.cov-pres.org, and 

click on “Give” or log on to your Touchpoint record 

(https://covpres.tpsdb.com) to manage your donations from there.  

Online Banking - Bill Pay 

Another easy and convenient way to give is to make use of the 

online bill pay feature that is often available as a part of online 

banking by many banks (you will have to check with your bank to 

verify the availability of this feature). 

When making use of this feature, request a paper check to be sent 

to the church office rather than an electronic check, and a check in 

the amount you designate will be sent directly from the bank to 

Covenant Presbyterian Church. Please have your bank use the 

following mailing address: 32 Southgate Ct., Suite 101, Harrisonburg, 

VA  22801. 

Cash 

You can give cash during Sunday morning worship services or drop 

it off at the Covenant Presbyterian Church Office during normal 

business hours. Please put cash gifts in an envelope with your name 

and the amount given if you want the gift to post to your annual 

contribution statement. 

https://covpres.tpsdb.com
http://www.cov-pres.org
https://covpres.tpsdb.com


  

 

 

Checks  

Checks can be given in three ways: 

 Placed in the offering basket during Sunday morning worship 

 Dropped off at the Covenant Presbyterian Church office 

 Mailed to the church office: 32 Southgate Ct., Suite 101, 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Gifts of Stock 

If you would like to make a gift of stock to Covenant Presbyterian 

Church, please contact Kendal Butler in the church office for our 

broker information. For purposes of recording this contribution, 

your receipt will reflect the name of the stock and the number of 

shares donated to us.   

Financial Assistance 

Covenant Presbyterian Church aims to respond to physical and 

financial needs with compassion and discernment. As we are able, 

we help provide for the immediate physical needs of individuals and 

families. This process is overseen by our Deacons. The Financial 

Counseling Team at Covenant Presbyterian Church is also available 

to provide counsel concerning financial questions, assistance in 

establishing budgets as well as accountability to help keep you on 

track in walking toward the financial goals you have established.   

In order to assure that we are serving you in the best manner and 

be good stewards of God's resources, we ask that you contact one 

of our Mercy Deacons or you may call the church office at 540-433-

3051 if you are in need for financial help or financial counseling.  

Need More Help? 

If we've left you with unanswered questions, please call the church 

at 540-433-3051. 

 

 


