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     We are grateful for the talent and willingness of our Covenant Presbyterian artists who 

blessed us with visual art for this project. The number in parentheses indicates the age 

when our young artists contributed their artwork. Many thanks to these artists: 

 
Non Est Justus, Jeff Furman, credits, pages 29, 54 

     (The inscription “Non Est Justus” on the hammer is Latin for “No one is righteous.”) 

What Held Him There?, Dorothy Scheel, pages 13,  20, 23, 27, 33, 40, 43, 46, 64 

The Good Shepherd, Dorothy Scheel, cover, pages 56, 69 

LORD Sign Language, Tracy West, page 4, 17 
Praise, Tracy West, page37, 47 
I Will Praise Him Still, Tracy West, pages 10, 24, 42 

Communion Cups, Erin Fusaro, pages 45, 48 

Crown of Thorns, Micah Davis (12) pages 26, 61 

Nail-Pierced Hand, Micah Davis (12) page 68 

Serpent Eye, Micah Davis (12) page 9 

Church Building, Micah Davis (10) page 41 

Rooster, Micah Davis (10) page 58 

He Is Risen Cross, Micah Davis (10) page 72 

Weeping Eye, Micah Davis (12) page 67 

Nails, Andrew Wildermuth (10) pages 46, 55 

Pit of Sin , Jacob West (13) page 31 

Sin Chasm with Cross Bridge, Jacob West (13) page 31 

Sheep, Audrey Davis (7) pages 6, 23 

Serpent Bruised Heel, Jessie Brumfield (7) page 15 

Hearts, Isabelle Wickenheiser (12) page 11 
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 Three Crosses, Lydia Good (13) page 63, 71 

Card and Envelope, Lydia Good (13) page 7 
Crown of Thorns, Hannah Good (15) page 21, 65 

Cross, Cora McCombe (7) page 16 

Present, Jacob West (13) page 19 

Present, Julianna West (10) page 19 

Cross, Parker Kiracofe (11) page 53 

Bread , Jacob West (13) page 51 

Cup, Julianna West (10) page 51 

Money Bag, Jacob West (13) page 53 
 

 Most of the meditations in this devotional were written by the elders of Covenant 

Presbyterian Church. Several of our deacons collaborated with us in this project; we’d 

like to thank them very much for contributing their insight and skill in this way. We also are 

deeply grateful for the work of our children's ministry director, Lisa Updike, who distilled 

down the longer meditations into the “Main Ideas Made Simple.” 
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  As we look forward to Easter, we are taking these four weeks to intentionally consider 

the work of Christ in His life, death, and resurrection. We chose four weeks because it is 

similar to how much time we take during the Christmas/Advent season. There is nothing 

particularly special about these particular weeks; it is a good opportunity to get in the 

habit of reading and meditating on Scripture individually and/or as a family.  
 

 This series of Scriptures, songs, meditations, and activities is designed to walk through 

the whole of the Bible as we move toward the cross. Each day is put together to give you a 

template for individual and family devotions. You’ll find that one day has a longer 

Scripture reading, a song, a brief meditation (“Main Ideas Made Simple”), and an activity. 

The next day along with the “Main Ideas Made Simple” and an activity you will find a 

longer meditation written by one of our elders or deacons based on a section of the 

previous day’s passage. I encourage you to use the same song both days in your devotions. 
 

 As you incorporate song into your devotional times with God, remember that God loves 

joyful noise, so don’t be hesitant to raise a worshipful raucous to Him whether or not you 

consider yourself a good singer. Another great tool for worship in song is recorded music. 

Consider downloading or buying some of these songs on CD so they may continue to be 

part of your weeklong worship even after Easter has passed, after all, we celebrate Christ’s 

resurrection every Sunday. 
 

 If you have children who are busy being children while you are having family 

devotions, the “Main Ideas Made Simple” section and the activities are great for them. You 

can also think about reading just one or two verses in the passage or getting them involved 

in the reading (i.e. everyone reads two verses). Then involve the kids in the song. Ask 

them to play instruments, bang on things, or sing a verse as loudly as they can and then 

sing the next verse as softly as they can. These things will help them interact in their own 

way with our Almighty God. 
 

 I am thrilled that we get to include the art of some of our own folks in this series of 

devotions. We believe that God is glorified in His people’s creativity, as it reflects His 

image in us. We are thankful for this opportunity to let God’s people lead us in worship by 

using their creative gifts. They have taken the time and care to create artwork that goes 

with these meditations, please thank them as you see them. 
             

May God richly bless you as you meditate on His word and Christ’s work on our behalf! 

 Burress McCombe, Pastor of Worship 
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 Sunday, March 20 

Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31  
 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 

and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
27 So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them.  
 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 

with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and 

to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 

has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God 

saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the sixth day. 

(“LORD” in sign language) 
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Song: 

All Creatures of Our God and King 
 

All creatures of our God and King,  
Lift up your voice and with us sing,   

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 

O praise Him, O praise Him!   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,  

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice;  
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 

O praise Him, O praise Him!   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

And all ye men of tender heart, 
Forgiving others take your part.  

O sing ye! Alleluia!   
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,  

Praise God and on Him cast your care! 
O praise Him, O praise Him!   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Let all things their Creator bless,  
And worship Him in humbleness.  

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
O praise Him! O praise Him!   
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

St. Francis of Assisi / William H. Draper 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Genesis 1:27, 31 

 When you look in a mirror, whom do 

you see? You see yourself, of course! A 

mirror reflects the image of whomever is 

in front of it. God made man in His own 

image so that every person reflects a 

little bit of God’s glory, just like a mirror 

reflects you!  That means every person is 

really special because in some way every 

single person reflects the glory of God! 

Activity: 
 Make a list of some people you know 

and write down some of the wonderful 

things you notice about them! 
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 Monday, March 21 
Scripture: Genesis 1:27-28 

27 So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them.  
 28 And God blessed them. And God said 

to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the heavens and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth.”  

Meditation: 
 You bear the image of God. I bear the image of God. Every person that you meet, drive 

by, get into arguments with…bears the image of God. Everyone that you love and 

everyone that you can’t stand bears this image. There is no opt-out clause. You can’t vote 

people off the island. The Fall could not eradicate it. Satan can’t stamp it out. The image of 

God is irrevocably placed on man. It defines our humanness. Far more than the ability to 

use tools, or problem-solving skills, or intelligence, or appearance, or “quality of life 

standards,” the image of God speaks directly to our personhood. 

 God calls us, as those who bear His image, to something more than just being pictures of 

Him trapped in frames gathering dust. His call, pre-Fall and post-Fall, is to “be fruitful and 

multiply.” God’s design is that the whole earth will be full of image bearers who live out 

His glory in every-moment worship! Pre-Fall, this meant that our first parents were 

supposed to have children who bore God’s image just as they had. Post-Fall, the dignity of 

the image of God remains, but depravity, the taint of sin, and the dissonance of brokenness 

runs through our every thought and action. 

 So here we are, broken image bearers reflecting God’s likeness in shattered, skewed 

ways. We turn our worship to glorify ourselves, our status, our security, our safety, our 

desires. We are meant to “be fruitful and multiply,” calling other image bearers to worship 

God, but instead we call them to worship all sorts of other things through our lifestyles, 

advertisements, campaign slogans, etc. Is there a way for us who bear the image, though 

tarnished and soiled, to truly worship God? Could there be One who could…who would…

who does free us to live out our call to be a part of multiplying God’s worshippers?  
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  Our forefathers in the faith looked forward to Christ’s coming because they knew 

that He was their only hope. His sacrifice would remove the tarnish and stain from His 

image in them. Their faith in His resurrection, though they could not have seen it 

clearly, released them to call fellow image bearers to true worship, multiplying those 

who would glorify God.  

 We look back at Easter for those very same things. What they hoped for, we know. 

In this Easter season, will you reaffirm your commitment to treat other people as image 

bearers of your Almighty God? Will you be challenged by the Word of God to bear the 

fruit of the Spirit and therefore be a part of multiplying worshippers here in 

Harrisonburg and all over the globe? In other words, will you be part of God’s Great 

Commission? Will you lift up your voice and sing with all creation that praises God? 

Will you call others to sing with you? 

Burress McCombe, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Genesis 1:27 
 You are wonderfully made! Your 

family is wonderfully made! Your friends 

are wonderfully made! God made all 

these people in His image and for His 

glory. Think about it. It’s really amazing. 

Every face you look into was designed to 

carry the image of God, and made to 

reflect God’s glory! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 Make a card for friends or family 

members, or some people who need to be 

encouraged, telling them some of the 

wonderful ways they show God’s 

character to you! 



 

 8 

 Tuesday, March 22 
Scripture: Genesis 3:1-13 
 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 

had made. 

 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 

garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 

will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 

the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 

you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 

was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 

whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD 

God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

deceived me, and I ate.” 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Genesis 3:4-5 

 Sin—or disobeying—is kind of like 

breaking or twisting a mirror. We can still 

see the image, but it’s messed up. Distorted. 

Even ugly. Even though we can still see the 

image of God in all the people around us, 

because of sin, the reflection of God’s image 

in people is not perfect. 

Activity: 
 Look in a spoon or shiny pot. See how 

you can still see your image, but doesn’t 

it look strange? 
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From the depths of woe I raise to Thee  
A voice of lamentation 

Lord, turn a gracious ear to me  
And hear my supplication 
If thou iniquity dost mark  

Our secret sins and misdeeds dark 
O who shall stand before Thee?  

(women echo) 
O who shall stand before Thee?  

women echo) 

 
To wash away the crimson stain  

Grace, grace alone availeth 
Our works alas are all in vain,  
In much the best life faileth 

No man can glory in Thy sight,  
All must alike confess Thy might 

And live alone by mercy (women echo) 
And live alone by mercy (women echo) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Therefore my trust is in the Lord  
and not in mine own merit 
In Him my soul shall rest,  

His word upholds my fainting spirit 
His promised mercy is my fort,  

my comfort and my sweet support 
I wait for it with patience (women echo) 
I wait for it with patience (women echo) 

 
What though I wait the live-long night 

And till the dawn appeareth 
My heart still trusteth in His might,  

It doubteth not nor feareth 
Do thus O ye of Israel’s seed,  
Ye of the Spirit born indeed 

And wait till God appeareth (women echo) 
And wait till God appeareth (women echo) 

 
Though great our sins and sore our woes  

His grace much more aboundeth 
His helping love no limit knows,  

Our utmost need it soundeth 
Our shepherd good and true is He,  

Who will at last His Israel free 
From all their sin and sorrow (women 

echo) 
From all their sin and sorrow (women 

echo) 
 

Words: Martin Luther Music: Christopher Miner ©2007  

Song:   Psalm 130 (From the Depths of Woe) 
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 Wednesday, March 23 
Scripture: Genesis 3:8-10 
 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD 

God walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and the man and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD 

God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 

LORD God called to the man and said to 

him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I 

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 

was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 

myself.” 

Meditation: Tragedy in the Garden 

 This text from Genesis 3 describes probably the worst day the planet has ever had, 

except maybe for that Friday on a hill outside of Jerusalem, where three crosses stood. 

 Everything changed the day the serpent showed up and did his deceiving. Everything 

changed. “I was afraid,” says Adam. When had fear ever been a part of his life? How much 

does fear control the decisions that you and I make? “I was naked,” complains Adam. And 

what had once been “normal” and beautiful and free is now shameful. This is the pattern 

of twisting God’s intentions, never to be recovered. “So I hid,” finished Adam. Had anyone 

ever hidden before, for any reason? The man who has been given everything and blessed 

with the closest relationship with the Creator now knows that this relationship is broken. 

And God knows it too.  

 What was God doing walking in the Garden? Pursuing Adam. What do we do with a 

God who pursues us when we have blown it on a cosmic level? Adam in his foolishness 

didn’t think God knew. But God knew and He went after Adam. God took the initiative 

even as His two finest created beings sinned. Did He pursue to squash them? No. He 

pursued them to confront them and to introduce them to the privilege of mercy, 

forgiveness, and redemption. What would these have meant to our hiding man? What do 

they mean to you? 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Genesis 3:8-10 

 Why did Adam and Eve hide? What 

do you do when you disobey? Do you 

hide? Maybe you try to hide what you’ve 

done. Do you know that even when you 

disobey you are loved? God still loved 

Adam and Eve. He came to look for them.  

 Today as we give in to temptation, our cravings, our desperate desire to control, God 

cries out “(your name), where are you?” This the convicting of the Holy Spirit for you. 

He still pursues. That’s why “from the depths of woe” we can move toward Him for the 

forgiveness He offers, “to wash away the crimson stain.” 

 We still hide but He promises to pursue and forgive, and we repent and worship. 

 
Steve Draper, Elder 

 

Activity: 
 Hide from Mommy and Daddy. Let them 

look for you. When they find you, get big 

hugs and remember that you are always 

loved! 
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 Thursday, March 24 
Scripture: Genesis 3:14-24 
14 The LORD God said to the serpent,  

    “Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you above all livestock 

    and above all beasts of the field; 

   on your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 

    15 I will put enmity between you and the  

    woman, 

    and between your offspring and her  

    offspring; 

    he shall bruise your head, 

    and you shall bruise his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said,  

    “I will surely multiply your pain in  

    childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children. 

    Your desire shall be contrary to your    

    husband, 

    but he shall rule over you.” 
17 And to Adam he said,  

    “Because you have listened to the voice of    

    your wife 

    and have eaten of the tree 

    of which I commanded you, 

    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

    cursed is the ground because of you; 

    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of   

    your life; 

 

 

 

 

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for  

    you; 

    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 

    you shall eat bread, 

    till you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken; 

    for you are dust, 

    and to dust you shall return.” 
 

 20 The man called his wife's name Eve, 

because she was the mother of all living. 
21 And the LORD God made for Adam and 

for his wife garments of skins and clothed 

them. 
 22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the 

man has become like one of us in knowing 

good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his 

hand and take also of the tree of life and 

eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the 

LORD God sent him out from the garden of 

Eden to work the ground from which he 

was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at 

the east of the garden of Eden he placed 

the cherubim and a flaming sword that 

turned every way to guard the way to the 

tree of life. 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Genesis 3:21 

 Poor Adam and Eve! When they 

sinned, they realized that they were 

uncovered.  God had compassion on His 

children, and made them clothes, but it 

was at a great cost. The first time blood 

was ever shed was when God took an 

animal, killed it, and covered His precious 

children with its skin.  From the 

beginning the penalty of sin has been 

death. How we rejoice that Jesus took 

that punishment for us. He died on the 

cross, and His death covers our sin. 

Activity: 
 Draw a cross, and use red marker to 

write some of the sins you have 

committed. 

Examples: 

 Hitting  

 Lying 

 Making an ugly face at someone 

 Ignoring Mom or Dad when they 

ask me to do something… 

Save this cross and the red marker for 

tomorrow’s activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Song:  

Come, Oh Redeemer, Come 
 

Father enthroned on high,  
Holy, holy 

Ancient eternal Light,  
Hear our prayer. 

Lord, save us from the dark  
Of our striving 

Faithless and troubled hearts  
Weighed down 

 

Refrain: 
Come, oh Redeemer, come,  

Grant us mercy; 
Come, oh Redeemer, come,  

Grant us peace. 
 

Look now upon our need,  
Lord be with us, 

Heal us and make us free  
From our sin.  

 

Words and Music by Fernando Ortega Metro Music 1996  
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 Friday, March 25 
Scripture:  Genesis 3:16-18 
    15 I will put enmity between you and the  

    woman, and between your offspring and  

    her offspring; 

    he shall bruise your head, 

    and you shall bruise his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said,  “I will surely  

    multiply your pain in childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children. 

    Your desire shall be contrary to your    

    husband, but he shall rule over you.” 

Meditation: 
 Just as God promised there were severe consequences for the sin of Adam and Eve. But 

in the midst of the devastating fallout, God did not abandon his children nor did he 

change his mind. Rather since before the foundation of the world, God had ordained the 

way for a fallen race to become right with him once again. Here in Genesis 3 during the 

pronouncement of the curse, God makes a promise of hope.  

 The hope contained in this promise does not negate the fact that there are still 

consequences for our sin. The consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin were immediate and 

comprehensive. Pain was introduced into the world, specifically in childbirth. Conflict 

and role confusion became a part of the male/female dynamic. Work became difficult and 

the harmony of creation with mankind turned into adversity. Worst of all death came to 

all – a physical and spiritual death. 

 But God in his kindness moved toward Adam and Eve. Even in their rebellion and their 

judgment, God promised a way forward; a way that led to hope and life. This promise 

included the defeat of the serpent, God’s mortal enemy, Satan. This would come by the 

promised Messiah, the One who would come from the seed of the woman, Jesus Christ. 

But this would be costly. The promise that “he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 

his heel” is a foreshadowing of the cross. Here in verse 15 the first hint of the gospel in the 

Bible is given to us.   

17 And to Adam he said,  

    “Because you have listened to the voice  

    of your wife and have eaten of the tree 

    of which I commanded you, 

‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

    cursed is the ground because of you; 

    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of   

    your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for  

    you; and you shall eat the plants of the  

    field. 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from 

 Genesis 3:17b 

 Adam and Eve had to pay a high price 

for disobeying God. They had to leave the 

garden. Death now became part of their 

world and work was changed from 

something pleasurable to toil. But God still 

loved His children. Even then He had a 

plan to bring His children back to 

Himself! Do you know what His plan was? 

Jesus would come and be like a second 

Adam who did not disobey. In Jesus we 

would find our hope! 
 

Activity: 
 Using the cross and red marker from 

yesterday, color in the whole cross with 

the red marker so that you can no longer 

see the sins—just the blood! 

 And so in these few verses, the foundation of God’s relationship with us is established. 

God extends grace to a fallen people. Sin exists and consequences of sin abound but God’s 

underlying promise is the foundation for hope. Here in God’s promise, or covenant of 

grace, those who look to God by faith are guaranteed a remedy for our sin, we are given 

the path to eternal life and the down payment of a life to come in paradise once again 

with our creator. All of this is possible because of God’s great love for us through His son, 

Jesus Christ.  
Tim Frost, Elder 
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 Saturday, March 26 
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9 
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

    I have put my Spirit upon him; 

    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

    or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

    and a faintly burning wick he will not   

    quench; 

    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

    till he has established justice in the earth; 

    and the coastlands wait for his law.  

 5 Thus says God, the LORD, 

    who created the heavens and stretched    

    them out, 

    who spread out the earth and what comes  

    from it, 

    who gives breath to the people on it 

    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in  

    righteousness; 

    I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

    I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

    a light for the nations, 
7    to open the eyes that are blind, 

    to bring out the prisoners from the    

    dungeon, 

    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the LORD; that is my name; 

    my glory I give to no other, 

    nor my praise to carved idols. 

 

 

 
9 Behold, the former things have come to  

    pass, 

    and new things I now declare; 

    before they spring forth 

    I tell you of them.” 

 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Isaiah 42:6-7 

 Remember how sin separates us from 

God?  Isn’t it wonderful that when we trust 

Jesus and believe that He died on the cross 

for our sins, we can then know God and 

look forward to life forever with Him? 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Activity: 
 When God calls you to Himself, you 

believe in your heart, and you accept His 

payment on the cross. Then you are part of 

His kingdom and get to be a worker in His 

kingdom. List some people whom you 

know aren’t following Jesus. Take time to 

pray for them now, and regularly. 
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Come Thou Fount of every blessing,  
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;  
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet,  
Sung by flaming tongues above.  

Praise His Name! I’m fixed upon it,  
Name of God’s redeeming love. 

 
Hitherto Thy love has blessed me; 
Thou hast brought me to this place 

And I know Thy hand will bring me 
Safely home by Thy good grace. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  
Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger,  

Bought me with His precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor  
Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,  
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  
Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it,  
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
Oh, that day when freed from sinning 

I shall see Thy lovely face. 
Full arrayed in blood-washed linen, 
How I’ll sing Thy sovereign grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 

Bring Thy promises to pass; 
For I know Thy pow’r will keep me 

Till I’m home with Thee at last. 
 

Robert Robinson and John Wyeth; 4th verse added by Bob Kauflin 

Song:  Come Thou Fount 
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 Sunday, March 27 
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-4 
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

    I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; 

    and the coastlands wait for his law.  

Meditation:  
 Matthew quotes a portion of this prophesy (Isaiah 42:1-4) in his gospel (Matthew 12:18-21). 

He does so just after Jesus has been accused, by the Pharisees, of breaking the Sabbath because 

He had healed a man with a shriveled hand on the Sabbath. Jesus reminds them that it’s lawful 

to do good on the Sabbath and then completely restores the man’s hand. In response the 

Pharisees plot how they might kill Jesus. So Jesus withdraws from that place and as the people 

follow Him, He continues to heal their sick. Matthew tells us (Matthew 12:17) that this was to 

fulfill what the prophet Isaiah had spoken and quotes Isaiah 42:1-4. 

 And so it is in the context of these events (the Pharisees’ accusations of Him healing a man 

on the Sabbath) that we are told who Jesus is. He is God’s servant, chosen by the Father, loved 

of the Father, and possessing the Father’s Spirit (Isaiah 42:1, Matthew 12:18). As I think of 

Jesus, God’s servant, I’m reminded of Jesus’ own words, “...the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). As I think of 

Jesus being chosen by the Father, loved of the Father, and possessing the Father’s Spirit, I’m 

reminded of the events of Jesus baptism, “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went 

up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’ (Matthew 3:16-17).” These accounts and 

many others testify, with certainty, that Jesus was the one that Isaiah’s prophecy was all about. 

 We are also told what He came to do. He came to proclaim justice to the nations until 

justice had its victory, after which the nations would put their hope in His name (Isaiah 42:1, 

3-4, Matthew 12:18, 20-21). All of this was accomplished at the cross, for it was there that 

Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). And, it was His resurrection to which He was referring 

when He said, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” (John 12:32).  Is this not a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, “In His name the Gentiles 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Isaiah 42:6-7 

 This is God the Father speaking in this 

verse. Who is His servant? Why does God 

delight in Him? Jesus did exactly what 

the Father told Him to do. Oh, how that 

made the Father glad! Oh, how Jesus was 

glad to bring YOU the gift of salvation! 

 
 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 Let’s play hide and seek again! Parents 

find your children. When you find them 

bring them a small gift or treat (like 

dessert) and remind them how sweet are 

the things God has for His children when 

they come to Him! 

will hope” (Matthew 12:21)? Of course it is! Matthew tells us that these things were to fulfill 

what Isaiah the prophet had spoken (Matthew 12:17).  

 We are told how He would do it. “He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear 

his voice in the streets” (Isaiah 42:2, Matthew 12:19). He would not come making a big public 

scene as a political leader would, bringing a political rule and an earthly kingdom. But, rather 

Jesus’ kingdom is established by changing lives from within in a way that is not immediately 

recognized, but yet establishes a most powerful rule. And the kingdom He would establish 

can not be overthrown. Speaking of this kingdom, Jesus says, “…I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18b). It will be an eternal kingdom. 

“How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

and his dominion endures from generation to generation” (Daniel 4:3). 

 Again, we are told how He will do it. “A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering 

wick He will not quench” (Isaiah 42:3, Matthew 12:20). You see, Jesus was coming to a weak 

and needy people to mend, restore, and redeem their broken lives. What He had done for the 

man with the shriveled hand was the beginning of the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, and a 

picture of what He would do for the lives of all who would call upon Him. So, today (and 

every day) if we realize that we are weak, needy, broken, and in need of restoration, we must 

take heart, because Jesus came for us, the weak, needy and broken. 

 What can we do in response to all of this blessing, but sing and praise His great name!  
  

Larry Chico, Elder 
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 Monday, March 28 
Scripture:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 

    he shall be high and lifted up, 

    and shall be exalted. 
14 As many were astonished at you— 

    his appearance was so marred,  

    beyond human semblance, 

    and his form beyond that of the  

     children of mankind— 
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. 

    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 

    for that which has not been told them they    

    see, and that which they have not heard  

    they understand. 

53 Who has believed what he has heard  

    from us? And to whom has the arm of the  

    LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a  

    young plant, and like a root out of dry   

    ground; he had no form or majesty that we  

    should look at him, and no beauty that we  

    should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted  

    with grief; and as one from whom men hide  

    their faces he was despised, and we esteemed  

    him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our  

    sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken,  

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

    upon him was the chastisement that    

    brought us peace, and with his wounds we  

    are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one— 

    to his own way; and the LORD has laid on  

    him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

    yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb  

    that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep  

    that before its shearers is silent, so he  

    opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was  

    taken away; and as for his generation, who  

    considered that he was cut off out of the  

    land of the living, stricken for the  

    transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 

    and with a rich man in his death, 

    although he had done no violence, 

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

    he has put him to grief; when his soul  

    makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his  

    offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will  

    of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see  

    and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the  

    righteous one, my servant, make many to  

    be accounted righteous, and he shall bear  

    their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with  

    the many,  and he shall divide the spoil  

    with the strong, because he poured out his  

    soul to death and was numbered with the  

    transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many,  

    and makes intercession for the  

    transgressors. 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Isaiah 52:6 

 If sheep don’t have a fence or a shepherd, 

they just wander away. Think about it: is 

that safe for them? What could happen to a 

sheep that wanders away? The Bible says 

we are like sheep that wander away. How 

are you like a sheep that wanders away? Do 

you know that when you wander from 

God’s path, that is sin? Remember, sin 

separates us from God. But the Lord laid on 

Jesus the punishment for our wandering! 

 

Activity: 
 Take turns closing your eyes and leading 

someone by your voice. Listen carefully so 

that you don’t bump into anything! God 

leads us with His Word, the Bible! 

 

Song: 

Hallelujah, What A Savior! 
 

Man of Sorrows! What a name  
For the Son of God who came 

Ruined sinners to reclaim:  
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,  
In my place condemned He stood, 
Sealed my pardon with His blood:  

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 

Guilty, vile, and helpless, we;  
Spotless Lamb of God was He; 

Full atonement! Can it be?   
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 

Lifted up was He to die,  
“It is finished!” was His cry: 
Now in heav’n exalted high:  
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 

When He comes, our glorious King,  
All His ransomed home to bring, 
Then anew this song we’ll sing,  

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 

Philip P. Bliss 
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 Tuesday, March 29 
Scripture: Isaiah 53:4-6 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Meditation: 
 Approximately six centuries before Christ Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote of 

the Suffering Servant. The similarity of this prophecy to the life of Jesus is astonishing. The 

connection between Jesus and the Suffering Servant passage is so strong that those who 

seek to deny the possibility of prediction in prophecy accuse Jesus of consciously modeling 

His life after this character to make it seem like He fulfilled the prophecy. The truth is that 

this description of the life of Jesus and specifically of His death six centuries before it 

occurred, is amazing. 

 The Christian church identified the Suffering Servant with Jesus very early. In Acts 8:26

-40 we are told that an important Ethiopian government official was reading from this 

passage in Isaiah when the Spirit prompted Philip to meet him. Philip, beginning with this 

same passage of Scripture, announced to him the good news of Jesus, the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

 While the good news is clearly evident, Isaiah’s account of the Suffering Servant may 

also stir in us feelings of injustice. As we read, Isaiah 52 and 53, we may think, “It’s not 

fair!” This expression often used by children (and even adults) points to a sense of justice 

deep inside of us. 

 Justice is often symbolized by a perfectly balanced scale. “It’s not fair!” may mean: there 

is no equilibrium between my punishment and what I did. A child may think, “There is no 

equilibrium in how you treat my sister and how you treat me; there is no equilibrium 
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 between the chores that I have to do and the chores that my brothers and sisters do.” In 

general what we are saying is that the scale is not fairly balanced. 

 Almost everyone recognizes that Jesus was not treated justly. Some theologians think 

that the inspiration of the famous Christ hymn in Philippians 2:5-11 is Isaiah 53. This 

hymn begins and ends with the transcendent glory of the Servant of the Lord and 

between these two points it descends all the way to the injustice of cross. 

 While it is easy to see the injustice, it not easy to see and accept the reason why He 

suffered these injustices. God has the right to demand justice and universal judgment. 

The text is clear about what justice for sin looks like: pierced for our transgressions, 

crushed for our iniquities, upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, the 

Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Is this fair? It is just that God demands justice 

or “fairness,” equilibrium on the universal scale. But what is not just is that He, who 

knew no sin, was treated as sin itself because of our iniquities. That’s not fair, but it is 

what Scripture calls love and divine grace. Love is shown in that Christ died for us and 

grace is shown because though it is not “fair” we are saved by the work of Christ and not 

by our works so that no one can boast. 

                      Jacinto Hernandez, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  Isaiah 53:4-6 

 Imagine getting punished for something somebody else did. Would that feel fair? Of 

Course not! It would not be fair at all. Now imagine your parents turning away from you 

because of the bad things somebody else did! That would not be fair either and it would 

hurt a lot. You might want to say, “It’s not my fault! Don’t be mad at me!” That is exactly 

what happened to Jesus only He expected God’s wrath to pour out upon Him. He expected 

to be punished for our sin. And it was not fair but it was good and right.  

    The scales of justice were balanced when our sin was paid for by Jesus. 
 

Activity: 
 Give your parents a big hug! Aren’t you glad they are here to hug you? Say thank you to 

Jesus that God will not need to turn away from you because He already has turned away 

from your sin when Jesus bore it. 

     If you have a balance scale, weigh some different objects and try to get them to balance. 

Explain how only the payment Jesus gave could balance the cost for our sin. 
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 Wednesday, March 30 
Scripture: Psalm 22:1-21 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken  

    me? Why are you so far from saving me,  

   from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not  

    answer, and by night, but I find no rest.  
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises  

   of Israel. 
4 In you our fathers trusted; 

    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried and were rescued; 

    in you they trusted and were not put to   

    shame. 
6 But I am a worm and not a man, 

    scorned by mankind and despised by the  

    people. 
7 All who see me mock me; they make  

    mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8 “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver  

    him; let him rescue him, for he delights  

    in him!” 
9 Yet you are he who took me from the   

    womb; you made me trust you at my  

    mother's breasts. 
10 On you was I cast from my birth, and  

    from my mother's womb you have  been  

    my God. 
11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, 

    and there is none to help. 
12 Many bulls encompass me; 

    strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me, 

    like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, 

    and all my bones are out of joint; 

    my heart is like wax; it is melted  

    within my breast; 
15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

    and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 

    you lay me in the dust of death. 
16 For dogs encompass me; 

    a company of evildoers encircles me; 

    they have pierced my hands and feet— 
17 I can count all my bones— 

    they stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my garments among them, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots. 
19 But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O  

    you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20 Deliver my soul from the sword, my  

   precious life from the power of the dog! 
21  Save me from the mouth of the lion! 

   You have rescued me from the horns of   

   the wild oxen! 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  Psalm 22:1a 
 Remember what sin does? It separates us from God. God cannot be with sin. When 

Jesus died on the cross He not only took our punishment, He took all our sin upon 

Himself! Think of the very naughtiest thing you have ever, ever done. Jesus took that 

yucky guilt upon Himself. 
 

Activity: 
 Put on somebody else’s heavy coat or jacket. Jesus put on your sin and wore it. When 

God the Father looked at Jesus, He saw YOUR sin on Jesus—not on you. Thank Jesus for 

wearing your sin, and taking it with Him to the cross. 

 

My God, my God,  
O why have You forsaken me? O why 
Are You so far from giving help 
And from my groaning cry? 
By day and night, my God, I call; 
Your answer still delays. 
And yet You are the Holy One 
Who dwells in Israel’s praise. 
 

All those who look at me will laugh 
And cast reproach at me. 
Their mouths they open wide;  
They wag their heads in mockery. 
 “The Lord was his reliance once; 
Now see what God will send. 
Yes, let God rise and set him free, 
This man that was His friend.” 

 

For see how dogs encircle me! 
On every side there stands 
A brotherhood of cruelty; 
They pierce my feet and hands. 
My bones are plain for me to count; 
Men see me and stare. 
My clothes among them they divide, 
And gamble for their share. 
 

Now hurry, O my Strength, to help! 
Do not be far, O Lord! 
But snatch my soul from raging dogs,  
And spare me from the sword. 
From lion’s mouth and oxen’s horns 
O save me; hear my prayer! 
And to my brethren in the church 
Your name I will declare. 

 
The Book of Psalms for Singing, English Melody; arr. Ralph 
Vaughan Williams 

Song: My God, My God O Why Have You Forsaken Me? 
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 Thursday, March 31 
Meditation on Psalm 22:1-21 
Verses 1-2: 
 In the opening verses of Psalm 22, David recalls a time of acute torment. In Psalm 46 God 

is said to be an ever present help in time of trouble, but here David describes a moment that 

seems to contradict God’s promise of nearness. The pain is so great that, in the moment, all 

he can do is offer up groaning (v. 1). That word in Hebrew carries with it the idea of a roar 

similar to that of a lion. The same word is used in Job. David’s anguish is such that all he can 

do is roar for relief. 

Verses 3-5: 
 David’s depression begins to lift as he recites the truth about God. He reminds himself of 

God’s holy nature and past goodness to the forefathers. Because God is the Holy One, he 

justly was the object of Israel’s praise. Like Habakkuk, who likewise wished for God’s 

answer to his repeated cries (Habakkuk 1:2-4), David reminds himself that God is altogether 

holy (v. 3; cf. Habakkuk 1:12). “Because holiness is represented in the Scriptures as being the 

quintessential attribute of God (Exodus 15:11; Psalm 99:9; Isaiah 6:3), and is therefore what 

ignites the believer’s ethic (Exodus 19:6; Leviticus 11:44; 19:2; 1 Peter 1:16), God is often 

called ‘the Holy One’ (Job 6:10) and especially ‘the Holy One of Israel’ (Psalm 71:22; 89:18). 

Although God seemingly does not now listen to David’s cries so as to deliver him (vv. 1-2), 

David knows that Yahweh is one who is holy and has answered the cries of his covenant 

people in the past. Perhaps David needed the reminder that the Lord could safely be trusted. 

Verses 6-10: 
 David understands himself as a sinner. But more than that, his treatment at the hands of 

his accusers has driven him into the pit of self-loathing. The mocking he endures is simply 

derivative of the mocking directed at Yahweh. But once again David reminds himself of the 

truth (vv. 9-11). The Lord has protected him from the womb. So now, surely, the Lord will 

not turn his child away. 

Verses 11-21: 
 The second stanza of the psalm focuses on David’s plea for God’s presence in the midst of 

his agonizing trials. Like the first stanza, this portion also contains the plaintive cry, “be not 

far from me,” and a plea for help (vv. 11, 19). Further distress came from enemies 

surrounding him like a pack of predatory dogs. Moreover, the psalmist is emotionally and 

physically drained. The images of poured-out water and dislocated bones seem to describe 

his physical deterioration. His heart like melted wax seems to describe his loss of emotional 



 

 31 

 
 strength What is more, David finds himself in desert-like conditions. He describes his 

tongue sticking to the inside of his mouth. All his vital fluids were draining away and with 

them, his strength. 

 Little wonder then why Jesus would use the words of this psalm to express his anguish 

on the cross: “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Matthew 

27:46). That is not to say that Jesus’ experience on the cross was the same as David’s 

anguished experience. Indeed, what Christ suffered on the cross was a far greater torment 

than any man ever bore. What greater degree of abandonment has ever been known than 

that experienced by God the Son as God the Father heaped upon him the sins of the world? 

So as the moment of propitiation arrived, Jesus, the God-man lifted up his anguished cry, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 Some have erred in claiming that Jesus became a sinner on the cross. This is not so for 

atonement demanded a perfect sacrifice, free of any blemish. Rather, the Father treated the 

Son as if he were the greatest sinner so that he could treat his sinful people as if they were 

righteous. This is the wonderful blessing of imputation. God credited to Jesus’ account our 

sin so that he could justly credit to our account the righteousness of Jesus. 

 “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Todd Pruitt, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Psalm 22:1a 

 Remember, sin separates us from God. 

So, while Jesus was on the cross He became 

sin. All the punishment for all our sins was 

poured out on Jesus. God hates sin, and 

because He is holy, He cannot be with sin.  

Then the saddest thing happened: God the 

Father actually turned away from Jesus. 

Jesus became sin, and sin cannot be with  

God. Jesus knew this would happen—that 

His precious Father would have to look 

away from Him. Nothing sadder has ever 

happened. Jesus did this for you. 

 

Activity: 
 Think about this: Wouldn’t you feel so 

sad if your parents would not even look at 

you? Draw a picture of a happy time with 

your parents. Make sure to say thank you 

to Jesus for all He has done for you! 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 16:24 

 Jesus knew that He was going to have to 

suffer on the cross. He loves you and He 

loves His Father, so He was willing to go to 

the cross. The cross is all about LOVE! 

 

Friday, April 1 
Scripture: Matthew 16:13-25 
 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 

others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 

who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it 

from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the 

things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 

Activity: 
 Draw a cross, or cut out a cross from 

construction paper. Think of ways God has 

shown his love for us, and write them all 

over the cross. 
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Jesus, I my cross have taken,  
All to leave and follow Thee. 
Destitute, despised, forsaken,  

Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition,  

All I’ve sought or hoped or known. 
Yet how rich is my condition!  

God and heaven are still my own. 
 

Let the world despise and leave me,  
They have left my Savior, too. 

Human hearts and looks deceive me; 
Thou art not, like them, untrue. 

O while Thou dost smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and might, 

Foes may hate and friends disown me, 
Show Thy face and all is bright. 

 

Man may trouble and distress me, 
‘Twill but drive me to Thy breast. 
Life with trials hard may press me; 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 

Oh, ‘tis not in grief to harm me  
While Thy love is left to me; 

Oh, ‘twere not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmixed with Thee. 

 

Soul, then know thy full salvation 
Rise o’er sin and fear and care 

Joy to find in every station, 
Something still to do or bear. 

Think what Spirit dwells within thee, 
Think what Father’s smiles are thine, 

Think that Jesus died to win thee, 
Child of heaven, canst thou repine. 

 

Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer. 

Heaven’s eternal days before thee, 
God’s own hand shall guide us there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 

 

Text; Henry Lyte, Music; Mozart (alt. Bill Moore)  
© 2001 Bill Moore Music. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Song:  Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
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 Saturday, April 2 
Scripture:  Matthew 16:21-25 
 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it 

from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the 

things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 

Meditation:  
 Verses 21-23:  One of the greatest things about the Bible is that it enables us to see things 

from God’s point of view. Today’s Scripture passage reveals the huge chasm between God’s 

ways and man’s ways regarding Jesus’ death on the cross. A related passage (1 Corinthians 

1:23-25) explains that Christ crucified is “a stumbling block to Jews (as illustrated by Peter’s 

response in Matthew 16) and foolishness to Gentiles. But to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than human wisdom; and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 

 God’s foolishness and God’s wisdom are summed up in two words: “Christ crucified.” To 

the worldly mind (typified by Peter’s response to Jesus), the cross is the ultimate example of 

shame, weakness, foolishness and defeat – but in God’s plan it is the key to glory, power, 
strength, wisdom and victory. That’s the contrast between God’s ways and man’s ways.  

 God planned the crucifixion.  It’s not something that happened by accident, causing God 

to react to limit damage to His kingdom. The crucifixion was foreknown and preordained by 

God before he created the world. God knew that Jesus would be crucified – Jesus knew he 

would be crucified. He warned his disciples many times, but they didn’t understand because 

they still thought like the people of the world. They associated the cross with foolishness 

and weakness and thus couldn’t believe or comprehend what Jesus was telling them about 

his death – any more than the people of today’s world can understand and accept it. But to 

those who have had their eyes opened by the Spirit and the Word of God, Jesus’ crucifixion 

represents the ultimate, invincible strength of God. The cross expresses of Jesus’ wisdom and 

strength and His Fathers’ perfect and glorious will. 

 Verses 24-25: We must take up our cross, daily. What does this mean? What is your 
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 cross? The “cross” is the place where God’s will and your will cross.  Jesus came to that place 

in the garden of Gethsemane. He said to God, if it be possible; let this cup pass from me. 

Nevertheless, not my will, but what you will be done. And he said it three times. He said it 

until there was nothing else in his mind but to do the will of God at the expense of his own 

will.   

 There are some wrong concepts about what taking up your cross means. I used to think 

that my cross was my job. Some may consider their cross to be an illness or a difficult 

member of their family. But we’re not, in most cases, free to pick up our job, our illness, or 

our difficult relative – so this concept breaks down. In the context of Scripture, taking up 
our cross is doing just the same as Jesus demonstrated for us at Gethsemane. It’s saying, “God

-not what I will, but what you will.” In a real sense, the cross is the place appointed for us to 

die.  The cross is the place where we deny ourselves – where we crucify our fleshly desires.   

 In the Scripture we have read, Jesus explains that this is the pattern that we, his 

followers, must take. We are to deny ourselves and follow Him. We must be willing to die 

at the place that God has called us – to come to the end of our own self-gratifying life. There 

is a life to lose and a life to find. As long as we hold onto the life that is so precious and 

exciting and gratifying – that fleshly life, that self-asserting life – we cannot find the life 

that God has for us. But when we lose that first life, then there is another more satisfying, 

more fruitful life that God will open up for us – a life in his will. A life that’s beyond the 

cross that we enter through the cross.                                                         

Hal Baker, Elder  
 

Main Ideas Made Simple    

     from Matthew 16:24a 
 The cross is all about love! 

Jesus knew it would be hard, 

but He loves you so much that 

He took up the cross! He loves 

the Father so much that He was 

willing to be obedient and take 

up the cross! 

 

 

Activity: 
 Sometimes obedience is hard, but obedience is one 

way to show love. What are some things that are 

hard to do but you know they please your parents? 

Do some of those things this week!  

 Clean your room without being asked.   

 Share your toys cheerfully.   

 Wash the dishes.   

 Do your homework without complaining.   

 Try not to beg for something when you have 

been told, “no.” 

These things can be hard to do, can’t they? Ask God 

to give you the strength to do them. 
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 Sunday, April 3 
Scripture: Luke 19:28-48 
 28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When 

he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of 

the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find 

a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks 

you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So those 

who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were 

untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 And they 

said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks 

on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the 

road. 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the 

whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all 

the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees 

in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if 

these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
 41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, 

even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden 

from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a 

barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you 

down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone 

upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

 45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying to them, 

“It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of 

robbers.” 
 47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the 

principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything 

they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. 
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O worship the King,  
All glorious above,  
And gratefully sing  
His wonderful love: 

Our Shield and Defender,  
The Ancient of Days,  

Pavilioned in splendor,  
And girded with praise. 

 

O tell of His might,  
O sing of His grace,  

Whose robe is the light,  
Whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath  

The deep thunderclouds form 
And dark is His path  

On the wings of the storm. 
 

 

 
 

Thy bountiful care  
What tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air;  
It shines in the light. 

It streams from the hills;  
It descends to the plain,  

And sweetly distills  
In the dew and the rain. 

 

Frail children of dust,  
And feeble as frail,  

On Thee do we trust,  
Nor find Thee to fail.  

Thy mercies how tender!  
How firm to the end!  
Our Maker, Defender,  
Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

William Kethe / Robert Grant 

Main Ideas Made Simple from Luke 19: 37-40 
 Jesus deserves our praise! Joyful and loud was the praise of the disciples on the day Jesus 

came into Jerusalem.  Some people wanted the disciples to be quiet, but Jesus knew that 

He was worthy of their loud and exuberant praise! 
 

Activity: 
 Gather some pretty rocks. Wash them, and find a nice bowl or basket for them. Put 

them in a special place where you will see them throughout your day. Let them remind 

you that it is important for YOU to praise Jesus…we don’t want the rocks to steal that 

privilege from us! 

Song:  O Worship the King 
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 Monday, April 4 
Scripture: Luke 19:28-30, 37, 45-48 
 28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When 

he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of 

the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find 

a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here... 

 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 

multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 

mighty works that they had seen... 

 45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying to them, 

“It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of 

robbers.” 
 47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the 

principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything 

they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. 

Meditation: 
 Well, let’s see now…when sending two of His disciples on ahead, Jesus told them not 

only where to find a colt for Him to ride, but also the very conversation that they would 

have with the colt’s owner, including a simple response, with no details, that would satisfy 

the man. 

 Then when Jesus is riding the colt toward Jerusalem, the crowd is praising God for the 

miracles that Jesus had done. He cleans out the temple of those who would make it a 

market, then proceeds to teach the people daily in the temple, teaching with authority 

(Luke 4:50). 

 So the Chief Priests and that whole crew were rejoicing to have such a powerful 

spiritual leader, right? Well, not exactly. In fact, they were looking for some way to destroy 

him. Some of them no doubt thought that they were actually doing the will of God, but 

human nature being what it was then just as much as it is now, a good bit of it was 

probably jealousy, envy, pride, and ego. 

 Now flash forward a couple of thousand years. We, as God’s people, are also persecuted 

(Matthew 10:17, 24:9) and tempted by the world and Satan. We find ourselves to be the 

victims of the same traits of human nature that Christ faced; and perhaps even worse we 

are tempted to mistreat others for the same reasons.  
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  But because Christ endured the abuse and hatred then, including death on the cross, for 

us, we have a way out. Because we are His, He will not allow us to be completely 

overwhelmed (1 Corinthians 10:13) in this life. 

“Frail children of dust,  
And feeble as frail, 

On Thee do we trust,  
Nor find thee to fail. 

Thy mercies how tender!  
How firm to the end! 
Our Maker, Defender,  

Redeemer, and Friend.” 
 

He who has made us defends us from the enemy’s slings and arrows of lies and 

deceptions; He has redeemed us from slavery to sin, and now calls us into close, intimate 

relationship and friendship with Him. 

Marshall Butler, Deacon 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Luke 19:45-46 
 What is a temple? It is the place where 

God is worshipped. When we get together 

to worship God, we are a temple. He calls 

us His house! God loves to meet with us. 

He loves our worship, and prayer, and He 

loves when we hear from His Word! Next 

time you go to church remember how 

special it is to God.  He calls you His 

friend, and invites you to His house! 

 

Activity: 
 Make an invitation and invite a friend 

to come to church, or to come to your 

house.  Share God’s special love with your 

friend. 
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 Tuesday, April 5 
Scripture: Matthew 26:1-16 
 1 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2 “You know that 

after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be 

crucified.” 
 3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high 

priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth 

and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the 

people.” 
 6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up 

to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as 

he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why 

this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But 

Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a 

beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always 

have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 
13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 

done will also be told in memory of her.” 
 14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty 

pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 
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What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul!   

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this  
That caused the Lord of bliss  
To bear the dreadful curse  
for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

When I was sinking down,  
sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down, sinking down; 
When I was sinking down  

Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul! 

 

To God and to the Lamb,  
I will sing, I will sing,  

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing! 
To God and to the Lamb  
Who is the great “I AM”  

While millions join the theme  
I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme I will sing! 
 

And when from death I’m free,  
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on! 
And when from death I’m free,  

I’ll sing and joyful be  
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on 

And through eternity, I’ll sing on! 
 

S. Mead / William Walker  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  Matthew 26:6-7 
 Oh, how God loves our worship! The Bible tells us it is a sweet fragrance to the Lord.  

In this passage of Scripture a woman poured expensive perfume on Jesus as her 

extravagant act of worship. Sometimes we are a little embarrassed to worship God in ways 

that are extravagant. We don’t want to sing too loudly, or raise our hands, or kneel. It 

might be a little embarrassing, people might look at us.  But let’s think about this woman.  

When she worshiped, the fragrance filled the house! 
 

Activity: 
 Ask your parents to help you smell something good. Maybe they could light a scented 

candle, or spray perfume, or air freshener. Imagine the sweet smell of our worship blessing 

the Lord! 

Song:  What Wondrous Love Is This 
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 Wednesday, April 6 
Scripture: Matthew 26:6-7, 14-16 
 6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up 

to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as 

he reclined at table.  
 14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty 

pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 
 

Meditation: 
 When reading through this Scripture passage, you can sense something big is about to 

happen. Jesus has the foreknowledge to know what is coming, but the disciples do not. 

Matthew lets us see what is happening in the presence of Jesus as well as what is 

happening in the presence of those who are plotting his death.  

  Verse 7 states that a woman came to Him and poured very costly perfume on His body; 

other gospels say this woman is Mary. This selfless action, given with no regard for what 

others might think, reflects her love for her Savior. The disciples saw this action as a waste 

of money. This perfume was worth a year’s wages, and they thought it should have been 

sold and the money used to help the poor.  

 As I thought of how this applies to me, I, like the disciples in this passage, miss so many 

opportunities to show Christ’s love to those I love as well as those in my everyday life. It 

reminds me of a phrase I was told many years ago, “Always remember: life is short, Jesus is 

worthy!” 

 As we live our lives, we should frequently be asking ourselves, “What is God’s purpose 

for my life?” As Christians, there are many good things we could be doing, but it always 

should be about Christ! 
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  Finally, as we come to the end of the passage in verses 14-16, we see Judas Iscariot 

betraying Jesus to the Chief Priest. Often I have wondered, how could someone who 

walked with, listened to, and lived with Jesus for three years, betray Him? But then, I 

remember, I too know the whole story of what Christ did for me by coming to the earth 

to live as a man, suffer and die to pay the penalty for my sins, so that I may know His 

forgiveness and the depth of His love for me. Yet so often, I betray Him as well, by not 

living my life as if it is all about Christ! 

 As we reflect during this Easter season, may we know the joy of forgiveness and have 

a heart of thankfulness for the grace, mercy and love that has been given to us by God 

and daily choose to live our lives in the reality that life is all about the relationship we 

have with Jesus Christ! 

 
Dennis Houff, Deacon  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 26:6-7, 14-16 
 The woman had worshiped Jesus with 

all that she had. Right after that, one of 

Jesus’s best friends left and was thinking 

about hurting Jesus. This seems crazy! But 

think about it...have you ever gone to 

church where we were all praising God, 

and then you leave, get into the car, and 

start complaining or fighting with your 

family? That’s crazy, too! We betray Jesus, 

too, just like Judas. Thank God for His 

grace. He still loves crazy people like you 

and me. 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 Play some worship music—dance, clap, 

play instruments. Praise God and hold 

nothing back! Ask Jesus to help you to 

worship Him with all of your might, and 

all of your days! 
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 Thursday, April 7 
Scripture: Luke 22:7-22 
  7 Then came the day of Unleavened 

Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to 

be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, 

saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, 

that we may eat it.” 9 They said to him, 

“Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He 

said to them, “Behold, when you have 

entered the city, a man carrying a jar of 

water will meet you. Follow him into the 

house that he enters 11 and tell the master of 

the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where 

is the guest room, where I may eat the 

Passover with my disciples?’ 12 And he will 

show you a large upper room furnished; 

prepare it there.” 13 And they went and 

found it just as he had told them, and they 

prepared the Passover. 
 14 And when the hour came, he reclined 

at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And 

he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to 

eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  

 

 

 
 

16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is 

fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he 

took a cup, and when he had given thanks 

he said, “Take this, and divide it among 

yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now 

on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 

until the kingdom of God comes.”  
19 And he took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they 

had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured 

out for you is the new covenant in my 

blood. 21 But behold, the hand of him who 

betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For 

the Son of Man goes as it has been 

determined, but woe to that man by 

whom he is betrayed!” 
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The blood that cleanses ev’ry stain of sin, 
Shed for you—drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in 
To receive the life of God. 

 

So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of grace 
Around the table of the King. 

 

And so with thankfulness, and faith we rise 
To respond—and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
As His body here on earth. 
 

As we share in His suffering, 
We proclaim Christ will come again. 
And we’ll join in the feast of heav’n 
Around the table of the King. 
Around the table of the King. 
Around the table of the King. 

 

Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 
© 2006 Thankyou Music 

Behold the Lamb Who bears our sins away,  
Slain for us—and we remember 
The promise made hat all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross. 
 

    So we share in this bread of life, 
   And we drink of His sacrifice 
   As a sign of our bonds of peace 
   Around the table of the King. 
 

The body of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
Torn for you—eat and remember; 
The wounds that heal,  
The death that brings us life 
Paid the price to make us one. 
 

So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of love 
Around the table of the King. 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Luke 22:16,19-20 
 Jesus was having a very special meal with 

His close friends. Today we call it the “Last 

Supper” because it was the last meal he had 

with His friends before He died on the 

cross. On the first Sunday of every month, 

we take communion so that we will 

remember this meal and what Jesus taught. 

Jesus was broken for us, and His blood was 

poured out to cover our sin. 

Activity: 
 Have a very special meal together as a 

family. Ask your parents if you may use 

your nice dishes and maybe even have 

candlelight. Nice meals can be a time to 

listen and learn from each other.  Ask each 

other questions, and listen to what each 

one of you has to say. Jesus wanted to have 

a special meal with His friends. He had 

important things to tell them. 

Song: Communion Hymn (Behold the Lamb) 
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 Friday, April 8 
Scripture: Luke 22:14-20 
  14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he 

said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I 

tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, 

and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I 

tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is 

the new covenant in my blood.  
 

Meditation: 
 Recall that in the time of Israel’s captivity in Egypt, God (as the tenth and final 

plague against the Egyptians) sent an angel of death to kill all first-born. The Israelites 

were told to mark the doorposts of their homes with the blood of a slaughtered lamb so 

that the spirit of the Lord knew to pass over the first-born in these homes. Therefore 

Passover became an annual Jewish celebration of this event. 

In 1 Corinthians 5:7 Paul calls Christ our Passover Lamb. By declaring this Paul is 

making the case that God will save all those who have the covering of Jesus’ blood, by 

faith. What a glorious manifestation of the gospel and what awesome foreshadowing the 

Lord used in the Old Testament to point forward to a coming Messiah. In this Luke 22 

passage we see Jesus appreciating the chance to have one more Passover celebration with 

his apostles (v. 15). He then institutes the Lord’s Supper as a sign of the new covenant 

where the breaking of bread symbolizes the breaking of Christ’s body and the wine 

symbolizes Christ’s blood shed for us. 

In some ways the Lord’s Supper has a past, present, and future aspect to it. Each time 

we come to the Lord’s Table on a Sunday morning we look backward to the past upon 

Christ’s death on the cross. We also recognize the present moment and the fact that 

because of His sacrifice we can commune and have relationship with a resurrected Christ. 

And lastly we look with hope to the future marriage supper of the lamb and eternal life 

with our Lord! As the song says “we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the table of the 
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Activity: 
 Find some red streamers and tape them to 

the doorframe of your bedroom remembering 

that first Passover night! 

    Every time we have the Lord’s Supper we 

can remember that Jesus died on the cross long 

ago, we can be happy that Jesus is our friend 

today, and we look forward to the day when 

we will join Him at a great banquet feast! 

King.” May that be your great hope this Easter season. And next time you are prayerfully 

preparing to come to the Lord’s Supper, consider the past, present, and future aspects of 

this holy sacrament instituted by Christ Himself. 

 
Jerry Weniger, Elder 

 
 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  Luke 22:14-20 
 Long ago God’s people were slaves in the land of Egypt. God punished Egypt with many 

plagues. It was time for His people to be free! The very last plague was the most severe. 

The first born sons in every home would die that night. But God told His people that if 

they would paint their doorframes with the blood of the lamb, He would see that blood 

and Passover them, letting their sons live.  

     You see before Jesus died on the cross God’s people would offer sacrifices for their sin 

because the penalty for sin is death. Now this is very sad but it is important for you to 

know. A lamb was killed and its blood would be enough to pay for that person’s sins at 

that time. Today we no longer have to offer the sacrifice of a lamb. Do you know why? 

Jesus died on the cross and His blood was enough to pay for all of our sin forever! That’s 

why you sometimes hear Jesus called the “Lamb of God.” He sacrificed Himself, just like a 

lamb, for you and me.   

     When we ask Jesus to live in our hearts, it is almost as if He sees the blood of Jesus the 

lamb painted on the doorframes of our hearts and His judgement passes over us because it 

has already been poured onto Jesus. 
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 Saturday, April 9 
Scripture: Matthew 26:36-56 
 36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 

“Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very 

sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he 

fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 

nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and 

pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot 

pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, 

for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third 

time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 

“Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed 

into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great 

crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now 

the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus 

said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus 

and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand 

and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then 

Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once 

send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be 

fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out 

as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple 

teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the 

prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 



 

 53 

 Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 26:47-50 
 It was time; time for Jesus to begin His 

trip to the cross. Judas, one of the twelve 

disciples—the close friends of Jesus—

showed the enemies of Jesus which one was 

Jesus by giving Him a kiss. Even though 

Judas was handing Jesus to His enemies, 

Jesus still calls Judas “friend.”  The truth is, 

we are enemies of God, too. Our sin has 

made us an enemy of God! Yet, Jesus calls 

us “friend” and makes a way for us to have 

friendship with the One True God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 List some of your friends and also list one 

or two people whom you really don’t like. 

Maybe they are mean to you, or just kind of 

annoying. Even though you know you 

shouldn’t, maybe you sometimes even think 

of these people as enemies. Remember, just 

like you, they are made in the image of 

God. Take time as a family right now, and 

ask the Lord to help you treat these people 

as friends. Ask the Lord to help you show 

them kindness, and to forgive them. Jesus 

called Judas friend; He calls you friend; He 

can help YOU call these kids friend, too! 

Song: My Sins, My Sins, My Savior 
 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 
They take such hold on me, 

I am not able to look up, 
Save, only Christ to Thee; 
In Thee is all forgiveness, 
In Thee abundant grace, 

My shadow and my sunshine 
The brightness of Thy face. 

 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 
Their guilt I never knew 

Until Thy desert tempting 
Displayed Thy passion new; 
Till in the garden pleading 

Thou spoke Thy suff’ring pray’r. 
Thou poured out sweat drops bloody 

My guilt and sin to bear. 
 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 
How sad on Thee they fall; 

Seen through Thy gentle patience, 
I tenfold  feel them all; 

I know they are forgiven, 
But still, their pain to me 

Is all the grief and anguish 
They laid, my Lord, on Thee. 

 

Therefore my songs, my Savior, 
E’en in this time of woe, 

Shall tell of all Thy goodness 
To suff’ring man below; 

Thy goodness and Thy favor,  
Whose presence from above 

Rejoice these hearts, my Savior, 
That live in Thee and love.  

 

John S. B. Monsell, Passion Chorale (Hassler)  
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Scripture: Matthew 26:36-39 
 36 Then Jesus went with them to a place 

called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there 

and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and 

the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 

sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to 

them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to 

death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
39 And going a little farther he fell on his 

face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; 

nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”  

Meditation: 
 In this passage we find Jesus and the disciples adjourning from the Passover meal and on 

their way to the Mount of Olives, also known as the garden of Gethsemane. Stepping into 

the garden Jesus came face to face with the reality of which had been predicted for so long. 

Betrayal, desertion, arrest, false accusations, abuse...the cross.  Jesus, who had always 

obeyed the will of God, would once again have his obedience tested, and it would cost him 

the highest of prices. As the hour drew near Jesus chose only his closest friends Peter, 

James, and John to walk with him and support him. Jesus openly shared his troubled heart 

with them saying, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death.” His agony and humility were 

expressed in his posture as he fell down with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father.” 

 The sleepy disciples may have wondered what could possibly be troubling the divine 

Son of God to solicit such a visceral response. They had yet to comprehend fully the “cup” 

that Jesus would drink. What was this cup that Jesus wanted desperately to avoid? Was it 

death or the pain and humiliation of the cross? Yes, but it was much more. The cup 

designated for Jesus was the one mentioned by the prophet Isaiah. Jesus was to drink from 

the hand of the LORD, the cup of God’s wrath (Isaiah 57:17). With this in mind the gravity 

of this situation and the enormity of the tension Jesus faced can be better understood. “If it 

be possible, let this cup pass from me.” This cup being God’s righteous indignation, divine 

Sunday, April 10 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 26:47-50 
 This is amazing! Jesus knew it was going 

to be terrible to die on the cross. He knew 

it would be terrible to have our sin on 

Himself. He knew that the Father would 

have to turn away. Oh, He knew what was 

about to happen was going to be awful! He 

even asked if there might be another way 

to do this thing, another way to pay for our 

sin. But no, the cross, the suffering, the 

separation form His Father was the only 

way to bring us close, and the only way to 

remove our sin. Because of His love for us, 

He was willing. 

justice, and wrath toward all the sins of the elect throughout history. Considering the 

possibility of bearing the immense weight of sin and the terror of God’s fury was enough 

to cause Jesus to request an alternative, three times. Nevertheless, Jesus said, “Not as I 

will,” three times. These are words of submission spoken with sober resolve. 

 During this Easter season it is right for us to be reminded of the appropriate wrath God 

has toward sin. God is both loving and just, therefore, the sins of his people must be 

atoned for if there is to be  any hope of salvation. Such a great atonement would come at a 

great cost and it was the reality of this exchange that Jesus agonized over in the garden of 

Gethsemane. The perfect sacrifice of the Lamb of God satiated divine justice and redeemed 

us from the curse of sin (Galatians 3:13). For you, brothers and sisters, Jesus declared, “Not 

as I will,” then turned to head towards the cross. It is because of Jesus’ perfect obedience 

we can sing with joy, “Therefore my songs, my Savior, E’en in this time of woe, Shall tell 
of all Thy goodness, To suff’ring man below; Thy goodness and Thy favor, Whose presence 
from above, Rejoice these hearts, my Savior, That live in Thee and love.”   

John Kidd, Elder 

Activity: 
 Ask your parents, then get some nails 

and a scrap of wood. Hammer the nails in 

(if you want to be fancy, you could even 

make a design). Jesus was nailed to the 

cross.  But it wasn’t the nails that kept Him 

on the cross. He could have done a miracle 

and come down from the cross! His love for 

the Father and for us kept Him on the cross. 
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him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received 

him with blows. 
 66 And as Peter was below in the 

courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 

high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter 

warming himself, she looked at him and 

said, “You also were with the Nazarene, 

Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I 

neither know nor understand what you 

mean.” And he went out into the gateway 

and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant 

girl saw him and began again to say to the 

bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 
70 But again he denied it. And after a little 

while the bystanders again said to Peter, 

“Certainly you are one of them, for you 

are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a 

curse on himself and to swear, “I do not 

know this man of whom you speak.” 
72 And immediately the rooster crowed a 

second time. And Peter remembered how  

Jesus had 

said to him, 

“Before the 

rooster 

crows twice, 

you will 

deny me 

three times.” 

And he 

broke down 

and wept. 

Scripture: Mark 14:53-72 
  53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. 

And all the chief priests and the elders and 

the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had 

followed him at a distance, right into the 

courtyard of the high priest. And he was 

sitting with the guards and warming 

himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests 

and the whole council were seeking 

testimony against Jesus to put him to death, 

but they found none. 56 For many bore false 

witness against him, but their testimony did 

not agree. 57 And some stood up and bore 

false witness against him, saying, 58 “We 

heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple 

that is made with hands, and in three days I 

will build another, not made with hands.’” 
59 Yet even about this their testimony did 

not agree. 60 And the high priest stood up in 

the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no 

answer to make? What is it that these men 

testify against you?” 61 But he remained 

silent and made no answer. Again the high 

priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the 

Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, 

and you will see the Son of Man seated at 

the right hand of Power, and coming with 

the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest 

tore his garments and said, “What further 

witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his 

blasphemy. What is your decision?” And 

they all condemned him as deserving death. 
65 And some began to spit on him and to 

cover his face and to strike him, saying to 

Monday, April 11 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from Mark 14:66-72 
 We may think “How could Peter lie about being a friend of Jesus? Wasn’t Peter one of 

Jesus’s best friends?” Dear one, don’t you see? Whenever we disobey, or act ugly, or are 

selfish, we, too, deny Jesus. We act as if we don’t even know Him!  

 

Activity: 
 Draw a rooster, or find a picture of a rooster that you can cut out. Hang it up to remind 

you that it is very easy to deny Jesus and act as if you don’t know Him. When you see the 

rooster picture, ask the Holy Spirit to help you walk in His ways!  

 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,  
See Him dying on the tree! 

’Tis the Christ by man rejected;  
Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 

’Tis the long expected prophet, 
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

By His Son, God now has spoken:  
’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,  

Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause disowning,  

Foes insulting His distress: 
Many hands were raised to wound Him,  

None would interpose to save; 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him,  

Was the stroke that Justice gave. 
 

Ye who think of sin but lightly,  
Nor suppose the evil great, 

Here may view its nature rightly,  
Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the Sacrifice appointed!  
See Who bears the awful load! 

’Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed,  
Son of Man, and Son of God. 

 
Here we have a firm foundation,  

Here the refuge of the lost. 
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation,  
His the Name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God for sinners wounded!  
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

None shall ever be confounded  
Who on Him their hope have built. 

 

Thomas Kelley 

Song:  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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Meditation: 
 Our passage today covers one of the saddest stories in all of Scripture.  Here we have 

Peter, one of Jesus’ closest disciples, denying he knew who Jesus was. This is the same 

Peter who just a few hours earlier promised Jesus he would never deny him saying, “If I 

must die with you, I will not deny you” (Mark 14:31). This is the same Peter who uttered 

one of the greatest testimonies as to who Jesus is when he said “You [Jesus] are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). In reading this story we have to ask ourselves, 

how did Peter go from swearing his very life in allegiance to Jesus, to a few hours later, 

swearing an oath that he did not even know Jesus? To make this transformation even more 

unbelievable, he denies Jesus not once, but three times. This story certainly teaches us 

how weak we are in our own flesh. The fact is we are all like Peter - full of confidence in 

our own abilities and yet unable in and of ourselves to resist the pull of the world, the 

flesh and the devil. We need help. We, like Peter, need a Savior. 

 I cannot imagine the guilt and shame Peter carried with him for the next several hours 

and days—seeing Jesus go through the mockery of a trial, and a painful and cruel 

execution on a cross, knowing all the while he had publicly denied knowing this man to 

whom he had committed his life. Thank God the story didn’t end there. We know that on 

the third day, Jesus rose from the dead demonstrating His power over sin and death. The 

Bible also tells us in John 21, that after his resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples 

beside the Sea of Galilee after they had been fishing all night long. After miraculously 

providing more than enough fish for breakfast, Jesus pulls Peter aside and asks him three 

times, “Do you love me?” Jesus gives Peter three times to confess his genuine love for 

Jesus. After each of the three confessions Peter makes of his love for Jesus, our Lord 

commissions his disciple to “feed my sheep.” I don’t think it is an accident that Peter 

denied Jesus three times and Jesus restores and commissions Peter three times. In this 

simple exchange Jesus is communicating His forgiveness and acceptance of his disciple.   

Scripture: Mark 14:71-72 
  71But [Peter] began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of 

whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 

remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me 

three times.” And he broke down and wept.”  

Tuesday, April 12 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 14:61b-62 
 The High Priest was angry when Jesus 

proclaimed Himself to be the Son of God. 

The High Priest did not believe. The Holy 

Spirit helps us to believe. We know who 

Jesus is because of the work of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 But what does this have to do with us? Perhaps we are not guilty of publicly denying 

Christ, but we are guilty of denying the lordship and authority of Christ in our lives. We, 

like Peter, have sinned against a holy God, consciously doing what we know to be wrong. 

However, just like with Peter, Jesus stands ready to forgive us of our sin and restore us to 

a right relationship with Himself. He did this, not by pretending we had never sinned, 

but by taking the punishment our sin deserves with His death on the cross. Like Peter we 

are guilty—no longer worthy of being called a of friend of Jesus. However just like Peter 

we have a Savior who forgives us of our sin because of the redemption made possible 

through His sacrifice on our behalf. Thanks be to God for His forgiveness of our sins 

through Christ, our Redeemer. 
J.D. Patton, Elder 

Activity: 
 Think and talk about this very important 

question: Who is Jesus?” Ask your parents 

to tell you about how they came to know 

that Jesus is the Son of God. 
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Scripture: Matthew 27:11-31 
  11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King 

of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests 

and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 

things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, 

so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 

prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 

you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that 

they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 

because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of 

the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to 

them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 

crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Let him be crucified!” 
 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 

man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and 

on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 

delivered him to be crucified. 
 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet 

robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a 

reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 

him and led him away to crucify him. 

Wednesday, April 13 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 27:27-31 
 The soldiers beat and cursed the King of 

all kings. They made fun of Jesus. In return, 

Jesus could have lashed out at them in 

anger, yet he humbly stood there and 

quietly received all the hurtful mocking or 

teasing – for you, for me.  
 

Activity: 
 Dress up like members of royalty. Jesus 

has made you part of His royal family 

through His suffering. 

Song: 
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us,  
How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son,  
To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss,  
The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the chosen One,  
Bring many sons to glory 

 
Behold the man upon a cross,  
My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice  
Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there  
Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life— 
I know that it is finished. 

 
I will not boast in anything,  

No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,  

His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward?   

I cannot give an answer, 
But this I know with all my heart,  
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 
Stuart Townend © 1995  

Kingsway’s Thankyou Music/ASCAP ARR, UBP 
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Meditation:  
 Matthew records the horrible inequity of Jesus’ trial (27:11-31). An influential vocal 

minority had convinced the masses that Jesus needed to die. He was a threat to their 

system of religion. With Jesus alive, the chief priests and the elders of Israel could no 

longer exalt themselves as great leaders and teachers. Additionally, the governing 

representative, installed by God to exercise justice, wants nothing but to please his 

constituents and avoid any outrage. He does not care for justice. He wants to keep his job. 

In response, he decides to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. The 

crowd chooses the notoriously guilty Barabbas. A simple hand washing will do for Pilate’s 

wickedness as he passively condemns the only truly innocent man. Thus, he delivers Jesus 

over to be crucified. 

 Matthew wants us to know Jesus is Israel’s true King, the son of David (1:1). In 

dramatic irony, this king will not receive the approval but the rejection of his own people 

(21:42). Just as it was foretold, instead of mocking those who hate him, he opens not his 

mouth. He is not exalted but is cut off from the land of the living (Isaiah 53:7-8), and upon 

his head God places the sign of this judgment. Instead of a beautiful crown of glory, he 

receives a thorny crown of desolation. Hundreds of soldiers surround Jesus and dress him 

in a foolish costume. And like a game piece for their entertainment, the Lord of Hosts 

receives a sinner’s welcome. 

Scripture: Matthew 27:27-31 
  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet 

robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a 

reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 

him and led him away to crucify him. 

Thursday, April 14 
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  The humiliation of the Messiah ought to shock us. The sin committed against Jesus is 

outrageous. Of all injustices committed in our world, none can compare to this. Let us 

appreciate that Jesus never exacted retribution in the moment but instead, he entrusted 

his life to God the Father. Why? Jesus knew the events of his life were not his own. They 

belonged to his loving Father. He had to endure all injustices to the point of death, so that 

those condemned already would receive the right to eternal life. For us who believe on 

the Lord Jesus as our true King and Savior, we have been set free. Therefore, in our age of 

mockery, let us respond with blessing. In our age of demanding, let us respond with 

gratitude to our Heavenly Father for given his Son, our perfect substitute.  

 

Aaron Roberts, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 27:31 
 The soldiers made fun of Jesus. They 

thought it was crazy for a man to proclaim 

himself a king! They dressed him up in a 

costume to look like a silly king. Jesus 

remained humble and did not demand that 

they stop. He did this for us so that we can 

be a people who can trust God when 

others are unkind and mean toward us.   

Activity: 
 Make a coat of arms for your royal 

family. Put symbols on it that show you are 

a son or daughter of the King! In the olden 

days, a coat of arms declared to all who saw 

it what family you belonged to. We belong 

to the family of God. A coat of arms is also a 

shield. Jesus is our Shield and Protector. 
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Scripture: Mark 15:22-47 
  22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified 

him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each 

should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of 

the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two 

robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by derided him, 

wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 

three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with 

the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 
 33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 

ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of 

the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a 

sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed 

his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when 

the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 

“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he 

was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other 

women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

 42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 

the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also 

himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And 

summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45 And when he 

learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph 

bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him 

in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of 

the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. 

Good Friday, April 15 
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 Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 15:46 
 Imagine the pain and sorrow of taking 

the lifeless body of Jesus, your beloved 

friend, and gently wrapping it for burial.  

Killed! Your friend, killed! Gone. Sadness. 

Grief. Loss. Many of His friends had heard 

Him say that He would come back from 

the dead, but it looked too impossible. His 

body was wrapped, and laid in a tomb. 

How could they hope any longer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Activity: 
 Pick a nice sheet and gently wrap a 

willing family member in it (if no one feels 

comfortable, pick a favorite stuffed animal 

or doll). Imagine how sad you would feel 

as you cover the face of the one you love, 

thinking you will never see that sweet face 

again. 

Song:  O, to See the Dawn  
 

O, to see the dawn of the darkest day; 
Christ on the road to Calvary.  

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then 
Nailed to a cross of wood.   

 

Refrain: 

This the pow’r of the cross:  
Christ became sin for us. 

Took the blame, bore the wrath; 
We stand forgiven at the cross. 

 

O, to see the pain written on Your face, 
Bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. 

 

Now the daylight flees;  
Now the ground beneath 

Quakes as it’s Maker bows His head. 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life— 

“Finished!” the victory cry. 
 

O, to see my name written in the wounds,  
For through Your suff’ring I am free. 

Death is crushed to death,  
Life is mine to live, 

Won through Your selfless love! 
 

Last Refrain: 

This the pow’r of the cross:  
Son of God—slain for us. 
What a love, what a cost!  

We stand forgiven at the cross. 
 

Words & music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend  
©2005 Thankyou Music  
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Meditation: 
 Every year around Easter Becky and I celebrate another year of marriage! Another way 

to think of Easter is the anniversary of our groom, Christ, giving his life to purchase for 

himself his bride, the Church.  More specifically, He died to make you and me his bride. 

 I love verse 38,  “and the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” 

because of what it signifies. It is now possible for us to come into God’s presence. Not only 

that, we can have a personal and intimate relationship with our groom, Christ. God has 

given us marriage as a picture of the relationship He desires to have with us. Obviously, 

marriage between a husband and wife is intimate. He desires the same with us. At Christ’s 

death, all of this was made possible. Until then, the veil in the temple separated the Holy 

of Holies from the rest of the temple where men dwelt. The Holy of Holies was the 

earthly dwelling place of God’s presence.  No one was permitted beyond the veil except 

the high priest, once a year, to enter into God’s presence for all of Israel and make 

atonement for their sins.  

 When we think of a veil, we think of thin white mesh that a bride wears. The temple 

veil was anything but that! The temple veil is thought to have been four inches thick and 

sixty feet tall! It represented the barrier our sin had created, making us unfit to enter God’s 

presence.  When Christ’s flesh was being torn for us on the cross, He was also tearing the 

temple veil so that we now have free access to the Father. As you read the rest of the text, 

you see in detail the high price our groom paid to purchase us, his bride. May we rejoice 

in this season, our anniversary with our groom, Christ. 

Gary Shickel, Elder 

Saturday, April 16 
Scripture: Mark 15:37-39 
  37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
39 And when the centurion, who stood 

facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 

his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son 

of God!” 
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 Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 15:37-39 
 In the temple there was a thick veil that 

separated the Holy of Holies (where God 

made His presence known) from the rest 

of the temple. Only the High Priest could 

go into the Holy of Holies. When Jesus 

died on the cross, He removed sin from 

those who would trust in Him. 

Remember—sin separates us from God. 

God tore the veil in the temple to show us 

that now we could come into His presence! 

Jesus took our sin upon Himself! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 Get some fabric scraps and tear them 

from top to bottom. Rrrrrip! No more veil 

to separate the Holy of Holies! Rrrrrrip! “I 

am no longer separated from God!” 
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Scripture & Meditation: Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20 
 Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Hallelujah! Each Gospel account takes a significant 

amount of space to give us the story of the events that led up to Jesus’ death. We’ve spent 

most of the last four weeks meditating on those passages. Today we celebrate the fact that 

the punishment for our sin, the grave and death could not hold Jesus down. He is the 

conqueror! “Love’s redeeming work is done; alleluia! Fought the fight the battle won; 

alleluia!” This is how Matthew relates the story to us:   
1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, 

for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and 

sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for 

fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 

here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and 

tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 

Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the 

tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them 

and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped 

him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

The women who approached the tomb expected to find a dead body. Instead they find an 

open, empty tomb and an angel! How mind boggling to even consider how they felt but 

then they are told to go back to the disciples and tell them. Tell them what?!? A crazy story 

about a man in white at Jesus’ tomb? They go in faith only to meet the risen Christ. They get 

to see Him and feel Him. In verse 10 He acknowledges their fear but tells them to go 

anyway. Isn’t that how our faith is often shown as well? We are afraid, but we still heed 

God’s call to go and share the reality of the risen Christ with others. 

 

Matthew finishes his Gospel with these words: 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 

came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

Easter Sunday, April 17 



 

 71 

 you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 As Jesus commanded the women to go and tell the disciples in Galilee, He also 

commissions us, His church, to go and make disciples. The glory of Easter is that instead of 

honoring a corpse in the ground somewhere, we have One who has been given “all 

authority in heaven and on earth” who is with us always! As Christians who suffer 

persecution, opposition, doubt and heartache, we hold on to this truth. Every Sunday we 

gather to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. Our faith is bolstered because “neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). Jesus is with us even “to the end of the age.” With 

that we are encouraged to “go” with good news of resurrection for a world dead in sin. 

         Burress McCombe, Elder  

 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

     Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20 
     He is alive! Not only did Jesus die—

shedding His blood for our sins—but 

then He came back from the dead, 

defeating death itself! We no longer need 

to be afraid of death! HE IS RISEN! 

 

Activity: 
     Celebrate! Sing, paint, dance, color, 

shout, draw, jump, eat, smile, laugh, pick 

flowers, run, hug someone! CELEBRATE! 

When someone says to you, “He is risen!” 

answer this way, “He is risen indeed!” 

Song: 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
“Christ, the Lord, is risen today,”  Alleluia! 

Sons of men and angels say; Alleluia!  
Raise your voice and triumphs high; Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply; Alleluia! 

 

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Dying once He all doth save; Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

 

Love’s redeeming work is done; Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia!  

Christ has opened paradise; Alleluia! 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head; Alleluia!  

Made like Him, like Him we rise; Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia! 

 

Charles Wesley 
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Worship Facility: 546 W. Mosby Road, Harrisonburg, 22801 
Church Office: 32 Southgate Court, Harrisonburg, 22801 

(540) 433-3051; www.cov-pres.org 


