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Part 66 – The Grievous Cost of Sin 
 

Genesis 34:1-31  
Chapter 34 picks up about ten years after Jacob parted ways with Esau 
and settled his family in Shechem, a pilgrimage which should have 
carried on to Bethel. Dinah was a child of perhaps seven when the family 
left Paddan-aram. Now, in Succoth and Shechem, enough time has 

lapsed for Jacob to build homes and cattle stalls. Dinah is now a young woman and tragedy is about to 
strike. Chapter 34 relates a series of events which remind us of the grievous cost of sin.  
 
The assault on Dinah  (vv. 1-7)  
Vs. 1 – At this time Shechem was a small settlement. It is unusual that Dinah went out unchaperoned, 
particularly in a town of Canaanite men. Was this a function of her father’s indifference? Was it a matter of 
Dinah searching for something she felt was lacking? We don’t know. But the detail would not have been 
missed on the original readers. 
Vs. 2 – Shechem was the son of Hamor, the local tribal leader. Being Hamor’s son, Shechem was the 
prince of the city. Three verbs (seized, lay, humiliated) portray what can only be described as rape.  
Vv. 3-4 – In Shechem’s perverted mind, he acted out of love for Dinah. But what he thought was love was 
merely lust and obsession. Shechem appeals to his father to secure marriage to Dinah.  
Vv. 5-6 – Dinah was Jacob’s only daughter and the child of the unloved Leah. This helps explain his 
indifference to the assault she suffered. It is unimaginable that Jacob would have responded with such 
indifference had his beloved son Joseph been harmed.  
Vs. 7 – Jacob’s indifference is contrasted with the outrage of his sons. “Jacob’s sons responded properly 
to the demeaning of Israel as well as of Dinah. They understood that because Jacob had become Israel at 
Peniel, the rape of his daughter was a crime against Israel as a people, seeing that the relationship of Israel 
to God had been ignored and abused.”1 
 
The proposal from Hamor and Shechem  (vv. 8-12) 
Vv. 8-9 – Jacob should have rejected immediately Hamor’s proposal for their people to intermarry. Indeed, 
intermarriage with pagans became a sin which dogged God’s people throughout their history and led them 
repeatedly into idolatry and immorality. But here, as is so often the case, the motive is greed. The uniting 
of the different clans would mean more wealth, particularly for Hamor.  
Vs. 10 – The attractive financial benefits of the proposal ignore the spiritual catastrophe that would occur if 
Israel were subsumed within the Canaanites. Again, the survival of the righteous seed is at stake.  
Vv. 11-12 – Shechem pleads for the family’s blessing to marry Dinah. In all of this, neither he nor his father 
mention what Shechem had done to Dinah or that Dinah was presently in Shechem’s house. 
 
Jacob’s sons respond with a proposal of their own  (13-17)  

 Over against Hamor’s appeal to the economic advantages of intermarriage, Jacob’s sons raised religious 
objections. Money was not the issue, but religious identity. However, it will become clear that they are 
plotting at this point. Hamor could have easily objected that economic development required nothing so 
drastic as circumcision for all the men in the town. But for Hamor and Shechem, this was just the price of 
doing business. Jacob’s sons were, however, using the covenant sign as cover for a vicious crime.2  

 
Hamor’s people agree  (18-24)  

 Hamor and Shechem put the matter in terms of the interest of the community. But they cared only about 
their own economic prosperity. They wanted certain things for themselves they couldn’t get without the 
participation of Jacob’s clan.  

 
Jacob’s sons take vengeance  (25-31)   
Vv. 25-29 – Appropriate appeals to justice and common law were eschewed in favor of vengeance, murder, 
and plunder. Simeon and Levi were Dinah’s full brothers, sons of Leah. Jacob’s indifference to Leah and 
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her children – in such obvious contrast to his preoccupation with Joseph and Benjamin in the history that 
follows – may very well explain the violent overreaction of Simeon and Levi. 
Vv. 30-31 – Jacob’s response to the entire episode seems selfish and indifferent. He’s only interested in 
the problems that his sons may have caused for himself. His sons scolded him for his lack of moral 
indignation.3 

 Once again the story of Jacob speaks of the tragedy of sin and points to the necessity of redeeming 
grace. Sinners need far more than healing from brokenness. Sinners need a divine, sin-bearing 
substitute. Sinners need their guilt to be assuaged, their sins forgiven, and their lives redeemed. And in 
Jesus Christ all of this has been purchased on the cross for the worst of sinners.  

 
Theology Applied:  
1. Sin has its consequences.  

 Though in Christ we are freed from sin’s penalty and overruling power, we are not immune to the earthly 
consequences of sin. Some sins are more grievous than others, carrying graver consequences. All sin is 
equally damning but not all sins are equally damaging in terms of earthly consequences.  

 When we think of the assault against Dinah, her father’s apparent indifference, and her brothers’ act of 
mass murder we need something far more substantive (and, yes biblical!) than terms like brokenness to 
explain it all. Therapeutic language and categories cannot prompt the sinner to proper repentance. Nor 
can they offer real help to those who have been victimized by what can only be properly described with 
words like evil, lawlessness, wickedness, deeds of darkness, etc.  

 
2. Christians must exercise proper separation from the world.  

 There is a legitimate, indeed biblical call for God’s people to be separate from the world. For Israel during 
the Exodus and their entry into the Land, that separation was clearly defined and enforced by the law 
God gave to Moses. In our day in redemptive history the biblical call to separation remains, though it’s 
application differs from what it once was. God’s people, now being scattered around the world, will 
necessarily live among and do business with unbelievers. And we must not shun the very people to whom 
we are to give witness to the gospel. But the call to be holy has not changed.  

 
3. Leadership matters.  

 Jacob’s failure to lead his family to Bethel and instead settle among Canaanites serves as a warning for 
those entrusted with the spiritual leadership of the family and church. Some of the decisions household 
leaders make will have reverberations well beyond their own lives.  

 
4. Leave room for the wrath of God.  

 Indignation is the proper response to wickedness. The anger of Dinah’s brothers was far more appropriate 
than Jacob’s willful indifference. However, their acts of murder and theft were a wickedness the 
consequences of which would be felt for generations. Would it have been possible for justice to have 
been secured for Dinah in the town of Shechem? Perhaps. Perhaps not. But in this fallen world we will 
only ever be able to approximate justice. That is why we are warned to not take vengeance into our own 
hands when earthly justice fails but to trust such matters to God (Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19). 

 
5. When you sin, repent and flee to God.    

 The life of the Christian is one of repentance because the life of the Christian is one of struggle against 
sin and temptation. “Out of his grace, God preserves us from seeing ourselves in a manner that might 
cause an instant heart attack. But God also, according to his saving grace, allows his children to see 
themselves as sinners truly, albeit partially, that they may flee to Christ for cleansing and salvation.”4 

 When we sing of God’s amazing grace we are not engaging in nice sentimentalities. In his grace, God 
does more than smooth over a few of our rough spots. In his grace, God has covered over the guilty while 
absorbing in the Person of his Son the due penalty of his own holy wrath. Nothing less will do for sinners. 
Only sinners who have seen a glimpse of what their sin truly is will hate it accordingly and flee to the only 
Savior who has an adequate answer to the wickedness and damage of sin. 
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