
Covenant Presbyterian Church                                                                                                     January 9, 2022 
 

Part 62 – Our Father: Provider 
 

 

Genesis 31:1-18 
 

This passage acts as the second “bookend” holding 
together twenty years of history in the life of Jacob and his 
family. At God’s command Jacob will embark on the 300-
mile journey from Haran back to Canaan, the land of his 
fathers. Over the course of two decades, in the convoluted 
household of Laban, God was faithful to provide for Jacob. 
Our Father’s sovereign provision does not often fit the 

expectations and ideals of his people. Yet the perfection of God’s care is highlighted all the more when 
contrasted with the ways of earthly fathers. 
 
In following God’s direction to part ways with Laban, Jacob steps up and leads his family in a way we 
have yet to see. He cares for his wives, he gives praise and credit to God, and he leads spiritually. In 
response to this, Jacob’s wives also act in a way we have yet to see. They respond in unity, in support of 
their husband, and in faith in God.  
 
Twenty years earlier Jacob made a vow to God at Bethel (Genesis 28:20-21). If God would be faithful to 
be present and provide, Jacob would submit his life to God. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and now Jacob, 
was and is and will be faithful in his presence and provision. His presence was most supremely shown in 
the incarnation of Jesus. His provision most lovingly shown in the sacrifice of Jesus for the salvation of all 
who will believe.  
 

Context: Bookends 
Chapters 27 - 31 

• First Bookend - Ch. 27: Jacob leaves Canaan to go to Haran at the command of his mother, “arise and 
flee” the anger of your brother, Esau. His father Isaac supports the departure, telling Jacob to take a 
wife in Haran from the house of Laban.  

• Second Bookend - Ch. 31: Jacob followed the direct command of God and “fled and arose” to go back 
to Canaan with his entire household.  

• This is an inclusion that encapsulates twenty years in the life of Jacob. The reversal of the word order 
highlights the reversal in geographic direction. 

 

Trouble Brewing   
Vv. 1-3 

• Many in the household of Laban are speaking spitefully about Jacob’s dealings with their family. There 
is jealousy and anger over all that Jacob has “taken.”  

• From this we understand that Jacob’s family is in a dangerous situation. Tensions are high.  

• It is amidst this increasingly tense situation that God intervenes, once again, speaking to Jacob in a 
dream. He is commanded to go back to “the land of your fathers.” This is the first time in Scripture that 
the Promise Land is called the land of your fathers. 

 

A Family Meeting 
Vs. 4 

• Jacobs calls a private meeting with his wives to talk. There are not many places in Scripture where we 
have recorded conversations between husband and wife. 

• In Genesis 4 we read Lamech’s diatribe to his wives where he brags of his anger and vengeance. 
Jacob’s demeanor and character are a stark contrast.  

• Jacob calls them to talk in the safety of his field, far away from the kinsmen of Laban. In this 
conversation Jacob seeks to explain to Rachel and Leah his reasoning for leaving and in some way, 
get their opinion on the matter. Jacob is acting as the spiritual leader of his family.  
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Tale of Two Fathers 
Vv. 5-10 

• Jacob begins his conversation with Rachel and Leah, with an assessment of their father.   

• In doing so he sets up a contrast between their father Laban, and the God of his father Isaac. 
o Your father…disregard me, cheated me, deceived me. 
o The God of my father…is with me, protected me, provided for me. 

• Jacob takes the risk to speak plainly about the dealing of his father-in-law. God’s provision has 
thwarted each and every evil action of Laban.  

 

God’s Provision and Presence  
Vv. 11-13 

• In Jacob’s dream God calls Jacob by name. Jacob replies, here I am! Later God will call Moses by 
name and Moses will reply, here I am. God will commission Isaiah, and Isaiah will reply, here I am, 
send me. 

• Consider the non-phenomenal nature of God’s message to Jacob. The God of the universe is 
speaking to Jacob, a rare supernatural occasion, and they are speaking of the mating practices of 
male goats. 

• This is not the content of myth or legend. No one would make this up.  

• From this agrarian conversation Jacob is very excited to tell his wives of God’s provision. Why? 

• In your evaluation of the last twenty years of Jacob’s life, has God been faithful? 

• God has provided in every way, just not in expected ways.  

• Yahweh is the God of Bethel. Abraham worshiped the LORD at Bethel (Genesis 12). Jacob will again 
meet with God at Bethel and receive a new name, Israel (Genesis 35). Joshua and the Israelites will 
retreat and replenish at Bethel several times during the campaigns to secure the Promise Land.  

 

Response in Faith 
Vv. 14-18 

• Rachel and Leah respond together, in unity.  Years of rivalry, bitterness, and jealousy are now put into 
perspective by even greater calamity and trial. They speak as one voice, now as the wives of Jacob, 
no longer the daughters of Laban. Even Leah, the less loved wife, identifies more with Jacob than her 
father. 

• The true heart of Laban is exposed as the daughters recount his sin against them. He effectively sold 
them to Jacob. He disinherited them, treated them as foreigners. Laban was an evil man only 
concerned with himself. 

• Their mutual rejection of their father and reception of Jacob’s God, reveals their hearts. For the first 
time we see Rachel and Leah follow the godly leadership of Jacob. 

• 31:16 “Now then, whatever God has said to you, do.” 

• Our hope is in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The promise keeping God. Our Father, 
Provider. 


