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Divine Protection 
 
Matthew 2:13-15  
 
Now when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and 
took the child and his mother by night and 
departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son." (ESV) 
 
The birth of Jesus is the inauguration of a new kingdom. As its righteous king, Christ Jesus is a threat to all 
the kingdoms of this world, who inevitably rise to wage war against him (Psalm 2:1-3). Matthew recounts 
the rage of a worldly kingdom incited by the news of Christ’s holy arrival. But even though the powers of 
this kingdom are real and threatening, God prevails through weakness to preserve the Son of God and his 
people who trust in him by faith.  
 

Divine Intervention 
 The Magi arrived sometime after the birth of Jesus to pay homage to the Christ (Matthew 2:1-12). They 

were diviners whose religious cult included astrological predictions, the interpretation of dreams, and the 
casting of spells. Although interested in pagan deities, these wise men coincidentally pursued the signs 
of the Old Testament literature. While indoctrinated with many myths, God graciously brought them to lay 
their eyes upon the Truth. They had departed Joseph and his family with a directive to report to Herod 
the whereabouts of the one born “king of the Jews.” Yet God intervened through a dream, warning these 
wise men to not return Herod any favors (v.12). Just like the time of their arrival, the time of their departure 
is not recorded. It could have been as early as a few months after the birth of Christ, but it was more likely 
around two years after his birth (2:16). These travelers clearly show us the reach of God’s means through 
General Revelation to testify to a watching world.    

 Angels are divine messengers, sent to serve the LORD. There is no biblical record of humans on a holy 
search for angeltread. Angels just simply show up and often need to remind fearful humans to not be 
afraid of them. In his dream, this “angel of the Lord” foretells of the coming wickedness and urges Joseph 
to flee the region by night.  

 Dreams were a divine mode of communication. While dreams are common to all of us, dreams recorded 
in Scripture hold a unique seat. Through them God communicated his revelatory work, merciful mediation, 
and staying hand. God assured Joseph of Mary’s righteous pregnancy by means of a dream, and now 
he commands Joseph to flee the evil soon to reign down on the little town of Bethlehem. Dreams today 
are not God’s ordinary method of communicating his divine revelation. Dreams are no longer necessary 
since we have God’s full revelatory, Inscripturated word (cf.1 Corinthians 4:6; 2 Peter 1:19). 
 

Divine Weakness 
 Joseph already lost a good reputation by marrying a pregnant woman who was not carrying his child. 

How much more then after Herod’s murderous rampage would Joseph be “that sole neighbor whose child 
lived but ours did not” (v.16). 

 Dreams seem to be God’s means for Joseph to know the superior plans of God. Yet this medium is 
through Joseph’s ordinary faculties in sleep. He must trust God through this medium, and now 
differentiate this dream from all others based on a divine messenger. This dream gives particular direction 
for Joseph and his family, yet there is little doubt that Joseph is aware of the wickedness of Herod, the 
current king of the Jews. Joseph was aware of Herod’s tyranny well before this dream took place, but it 
would have aided in convincing Joseph to immediately take to flight by night. 

 Joseph nonetheless responds in obedient faith to leave his familiar surroundings and security to depart 
to that land known for even greater wickedness and tyranny against God’s people.  
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 Centuries prior Egypt was populated with Jews from previous diasporas (Jeremiah 43:7; 44:1; Acts 2:10). 
Thankfully, Herod’s rule did not stretch into Egypt, and Joseph would have relative protection until God 
would remove Herod from the earth. As we lament the rule of all tyrannical powers upon the weak, we 
lay hold of the promises of God that there is no authority outside of God’s ultimate control and perfect 
judgment.  

 The weakness of Jesus is on display as God inaugurates his kingdom not through a superpower but 
through an insignificant family of no earthly influence. Their lack of prominence anticipated the ultimate 
weakness of the cross. God the Son, who possesses all authority, submits to the ruling powers of this 
world. He is born into the promised land of the people of God only to be ousted to a foreign, pagan nation. 
The humiliation of Christ will continue as a powerless child, trusting in the providences of his earthly family 
and the help of divine messengers and pagan diviners. As we will see, his journey must begin in the 
darkness of a foreign land.  

 
 

Divine Fulfillment 
 All four Gospel accounts center on God’s greatest mercy to an undeserved world: Jesus the Savior. Yet 

each Gospel depicts this same truth in different ways. Matthew’s account is intent to teach its readers 
that Jesus is Israel’s Messiah. He is the heir to the throne of David, the fulfillment of the promises made 
to the patriarchs, and the focal point taught by the prophets.  

 Matthew draws us back to the prophecy of Hosea who recalls God miraculous act to save the people of 
God from slavery in Egypt (v.15). Hosea recalls Israel, sinful as he was, as still the Lord’s son (Exodus 
4:23). Israel was not an impressive son. They were few in number and powerless to resist the mighty 
Pharaohs. But God’s favor rested upon them, and God called a representative to lead them out of slavery 
by miraculous works.  

 Israel as a nation would prove stubborn and rebellious, and it failed the tests of God, time and time again. 
Yet Jesus would be the true Israelite, whom Israel had to look to as the greater Son. Jesus would 
recapitulate Israel’s history, but he would not fail. He would lead God’s people out of their greater slavery 
to sin and its penalty of death. This Son would be the final Son to fulfill all that was promised so that he 
would reign forever and ever. 


