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Born to Raise the Sons of 
Earth  
 

Matthew 1:18-25  
In his account of Jesus’ birth, Matthew 
places appropriate emphasis on the main 
thing: The Lord Jesus is the promised and 
long awaited Messiah. He was conceived 
miraculously in the womb of a virgin by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. This Jesus is the 
everlasting Son of God whose appearing 
was foretold by the prophets. He is very 
God of very God made flesh and bone.  
 
Of great interest also is the emphasis 
Matthew places on Joseph. Along with the 
heavenly origin and divine credentials of 
Jesus, Matthew acquaints us with Joseph, 
a righteous man, betrothed of Mary. Through Joseph’s name and hereditary connection to King David, 
Jesus of Nazareth would lay claim to David’s throne. This passage is all about God’s gracious initiative, 
and the divine credentials of Jesus Christ. At the same time, this passage is about the man who would raise 
the young Messiah in his home and give to him his name and royal lineage.  
 

His Story     
 Matthew begins his Gospel with the genealogical record of Jesus through Joseph’s line (1:1-17). It is 

important to remember that the apostles were not interested in believing or passing along myths (1 
Timothy 4:7; 2 Peter 1:16). Indeed, the gospel accounts read like other historical narratives of the day. 
They bear no resemblance to mythical writings. The gospel writers’ interest in the historically verifiable 
nature of their accounts is seen in their attention to historical details, persons, and places. 

 Genealogy played an important role in Israel because, among other things, genealogy was a record of 
God’s faithfulness from generation to generation. By establishing Jesus’ pedigree Matthew is showing 
that Jesus had fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. More broadly, we are to 
conclude that the unfolding of all of human history is testimony to God’s providence; his sovereign 
governance of all things that come to pass. Human history is ultimately His story.  

 Vs. 18 – Here we see the harmonious interplay of ordinary human activity and God’s actions. In the case 
of Jesus’ conception God acts in a most extraordinary way. However, God’s activity within creation is not 
limited to the miraculous. God acts within his creation, upholding all things in every moment: “And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17).  

 

A Singular Miracle  
 Matthew’s interest is not simply to give an account of Christ’s birth. In fact, Matthew does not give us any 

details about the actual birth of Jesus. Rather, his goal is to demonstrate Jesus’ divine origin and that his 
coming was prophesied in the Old Testament. So, Matthew is not simply telling the story of Jesus’ 
conception, he is making the case for Jesus as the Messiah. 

 Vs. 18 – In the Jewish culture of Joseph’s day, marriages were typically arranged by parents. Prior to the 
wedding, the young man and woman were betrothed usually for a year. The period of betrothal was more 
significant than our contemporary practice of engagement. During betrothal, the couple were legally 
bound to one another through a signed contract. Indeed, a betrothal could only be broken by a writ of 
divorce. However, the relationship was not consummated until the wedding night when the bride would 
make the ritual journey from her parent’s home to that of her husband. While Mary was still in the betrothal 
period, while she was still a virgin, she discovered that she was pregnant.  

 “…for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” – The conception of Jesus was miraculous. 
Specifically, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary was caused to conceive apart from sexual union. This 
is the miracle of the incarnation; God become flesh and bone. There is no greater miracle, no more 
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profound mystery in all the Scriptures than this. Jesus was fully possessed of both human and divine 
natures. He was fully God and fully man. With respect to his human nature, Jesus bore all of our frailty 
without any of our sin (Hebrews 4:15). With respect to his divine nature, Jesus was fully invested with all 
of the power and attributes of God Almighty (Colossians 1:15-20).  

 

A Godly Man  
 Vs. 19 – Matthew tells the story of the Lord’s birth from Joseph’s perspective as Luke tells it from Mary’s.  

In fact, you will find as you read chapters 1 and 2 that it is Joseph, in every case, who does what needs 
to be done.  Mary is scarcely mentioned. He was the faithful father of the Messiah. This is probably due 
to Matthew’s concentration on the royal ancestry of Jesus, which was reckoned through Joseph his father, 
not Mary his mother. 

 You can see by the term “divorce” that betrothal had a greater legal significance than engagement does 
in our culture today. If the husband-to-be died during that period, his betrothed was called a widow. 
Betrothal could only be broken through divorce. Here we see the godly compassion of Joseph on display. 

 Vs. 20 – May be read as: “But when he had made up his mind…” that is, to divorce Mary, the angel 
appeared to him in a dream and convinced him to do otherwise. No doubt Mary had protested her 
innocence and Joseph had been unable to believe her. Now the angel confirms what she had no doubt 
pled with Joseph to believe. Notice that Joseph is addressed as “son of David.”  Matthew is reminding us 
that Jesus hails from the royal line, thus fulfilling prophecy.  

 In this “wonderful mixing of the miraculous and the ordinary, the divine and the human”1 a good man is 
presented with a terrible dilemma. He loved Mary and was a gentle and compassionate man. Joseph’s 
response to his betrothed’s pregnancy speaks to his decency. Even in the depths of his disappointment, 
despite what must have been his sense of having been betrayed, he determined to treat her 
compassionately. Such is the behavior of a righteous man. So far as he knew, his wife-to-be had betrayed 
him. And yet he abandoned thoughts of revenge and looked for a way to break the engagement without 
exposing her to public humiliation or even more serious punishment. There was no vindictiveness in 
Joseph.  

 

God’s Rescue Mission for Sinners  
 Vv. 21-25 – Once Joseph discovered the truth of Mary’s pregnancy he took up his God-given assignment, 

eschewing the inevitable unbelief and derision that was sure to come. (Imagine the rumors and mocking 
Joseph and Mary would endure throughout their lives concerning the remarkable conception of Jesus.) 
Joseph placed upon the helpless infant the name which would define his holy mission: Jesus – Yeshua, 
“the LORD saves.” Jesus’ name is the announcement of his mission. Jesus did not come to improve us 
or merely provide help in the midst of problems. Jesus came to save us from our sins. As sinners, we are 
not in need of a hand up but of Divine rescue. Our problem is not that we are confused and need 
educating, or sick and need healing, or victimized and need justice. We might be any or all of those things, 
but none of them describe our essential problem. Our problem is that we are guilty in the sight of God. 
We are sinners. And the good news of the Christmas story is that in Jesus Christ the God to whom we 
are accountable has Himself come in pursuit of us to be our rescuer from that fundamental problem. As 
James Montgomery Boice has written: 

“When the Bible talks about salvation, primarily it is talking about salvation from sin – from its 
penalty and from its power. And that is what Jesus came to achieve for us. If we could save 
ourselves…there would have been no need for Jesus to have been born. There would have been 
no need for his life, his death on the cross or his resurrection.”2 

 By stepping into the world and taking on human flesh in order to demolish the yawning chasm which our 
sin had fixed in place, Jesus is indeed our Immanuel; God with us. The great end of the Christian hope 
is to be fully redeemed in the blessed presence of God. Jesus was the physical announcement that the 
age of fulfillment is at hand. While we wait for the consummation of the age, God being with us makes 
our joys deeper, our sorrows bearable, our temptations beatable, and our warfare with the enemy 
winnable.  
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