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The Woman, the Dragon, and the 
King  
 
Revelation 12:1-12  
Advent appears against a dark backdrop. Jesus 
came into the world after an extended period of 
silence from God. And then, as if from nowhere, 
John the Baptist began announcing the coming 
of the Messiah and the need for people 
everywhere to repent of their sin. And still today, 
the season of Advent serves as a call to turn 
away from sin and escape the judgment to 

come. Today we hear much about the war over Christmas. What is typically meant are the rather silly efforts 
to keep sales clerks from wishing customers a Merry Christmas or prevent a city all from featuring a nativity 
scene. But the real war over Christmas is one which has been going on ever since God announced that the 
seed of the woman would crush the ancient serpent (Genesis 3:15). 
 
Revelation chapter 12 depicts a great battle in the spiritual realm. What John describes is a great battle 
waged by Satan against God and his people. As is the case throughout the Book of Revelation, John 
employs various cryptic references and metaphorical language in describing this great battle.  
 
The focus of Satan’s rage has been and remains God and his beloved people. The advent of Jesus was 
disastrous to the enemy’s plans. His efforts to stamp out Jesus before he was born were entirely frustrated. 
In his incarnation, death and resurrection Jesus dealt a death blow to the kingdom of Satan from which it 
will never finally recover. But the fighting persists until the Lord’s second advent and the final judgment. 
And the focus of Satan’s attack is the church of Jesus Christ. Satan has been and remains the accuser of 
the people of God and he fights with all the fury of a cornered predator. “Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and 
you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, 
because he knows that his time is short!” (Revelation 12:12).  
 
The Woman  
Vv. 1-2, 6 

 In various passages, Israel is depicted as a travailing woman (Isaiah 66:7-8; Micah 4:10; 5:3; etc.). Notice 
especially Isaiah 26:17-18: 

Like a pregnant woman who writhes and cries out in her pangs when she is near to giving birth, 
so were we because of you, O LORD; we were pregnant, we writhed, but we have given birth to 
wind. We have accomplished no deliverance in the earth, and the inhabitants of the world have 
not fallen. 

 The woman in John’s vision is a sign pointing to God’s people, initially manifest in the nation of Israel but 
later revealed more broadly as the church of Jesus Christ. The twelve stars (vs. 1) are a reference to the 
twelve tribes of Israel and may well simultaneously call to mind the twelve apostles. As one theologian 
puts it: “She comes standing upon the Old Testament revelation of reflected light and clothed with the 
New Testament revelation which is as the sun shining.”1 The woman is with child and in the pains of 
childbirth. This points to the fact that the Messiah arose from Israel, the seed of the woman, the children 
of Abraham just as God had promised. Notice the reference to “the male child,” who will rule the nations 
with a rod of iron” (vs. 5).  

 Typical of biblical symbolism, the sign of the woman pulls double-duty. That is, the sign is also taken to 
point to the church which, like the Messiah, arose out of Israel. Indeed, the apostle Paul refers to the 
church as “the Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16). The Bible does not draw a thick line between Israel and 
the church because the later is the fulfillment of the former. “The woman is undoubtedly Israel who gives 
birth to the Messiah, but later in the chapter she is the church who is persecuted for her faith.”2 

                                                           
1 Quoted in Leon Morris, Revelation (Grand Rapids: IVP, 1969) pg. 152 
2 Leon Morris, pg. 153 
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The Dragon  
Vv. 3-4, 7-9  

 Vs. 3 – Satan, of course, is symbolized in the “great red dragon.” The dragon’s seven heads and ten 
horns are meant to convey his strength. In antiquity, multi-headed beasts were depicted as particularly 
hard to destroy. Wickedness is powerful. The tempter is strong. The crowns upon his head speak of his 
being treated by many as king or lord. Satan is expert at gathering loyal followers; those who are eager 
to do his will.  

 Vs. 4 – His power is depicted in his tail wiping out a third of the stars. Whatever else this picture means, 
it is one of great strength. He used his power in hopes of destroying the righteous seed of the woman but 
was kept from doing so by the infinitely greater power of God Almighty (vs. 5). 

 As the mother of the promised Seed who will slay the ancient serpent (the Lord Jesus), it is not surprising 
that Satan wages such a vicious fight against her. “The conflict between the mother and the dragon is far 
older than the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. The woman’s enemy, a red dragon (vs. 3), is 
then identified as ‘the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world’ 
(vs. 9). When he cannot destroy her royal child, he wages war against ‘the rest of her children’ (12:17). 
The battle began in the garden of God, when the serpent deceived the woman (Genesis 3:13), but God 
pronounced his curse on the serpent-tempter: ‘I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel’ (Genesis 
3:15). The mortal combat declared by God against ‘the serpent of old, the devil and Satan’ is seen in the 
opposition of the two seeds throughout history…From the expulsion from Eden, God’s people have been 
an expectant mother, awaiting the birth of the Seed who would champion their cause against Satan the 
liar, accuser, and murderer.”3 

  
The King    
Vv. 5, 10-12 

 Vs. 5 – The “male son” is a reference to Jesus the Messiah. The child is destined to rule over all the 
kingdoms of man. The iron scepter is a sign of strength. His rule will be unchallenged and complete. In 
Psalm 2 – A Messianic Psalm – the Lord’s Anointed (the Messiah) recounts God’s decree to appoint him 
as universal king: “You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will surely give the 
nations as Your inheritance…You shall break them with a rod of iron” (Psalm 2:7-9). Psalm 2 opens with 
an acknowledgement of the nations’ rage against the Lord. But this rage will be answered by the heavenly 
chorus: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ” (Revelation 
11:15). For now, the Messiah rules from his heavenly throne. The words “caught up to God,” are almost 
certainly a reference to Christ’s ascension to glory. His kingdom has not yet fully dawned on earth.  

 Vs. 7 – The angel Michael is portrayed as the leader of the heavenly hosts. These are not the cute 
cherubs of wall calendars or Precious Moments figurines. These beings are the holy warriors of God’s 
kingdom who do battle with the enemies of God.  

 Vv. 8-9 – The results of this battle are utter defeat for Satan and his followers. The accuser of God’s 
people will be cast down forever.  

 Vs. 11 – Those who “conquered” Satan are the martyrs. In their deaths for Christ’s sake, they actually 
overcame Satan. And they did this not in their own strength but “by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony, for they loved not their own lives even unto death.” Jesus’ victory over Satan is 
a victory extended to His people.  

 Vs. 12 – “Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for 
the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” As Leon Morris 
writes: “Not much time remains suitable for the activities of the evil one. The troubles of the persecuted 
righteous arise not because Satan is too strong, but because he is beaten. He is doing all the harm he 
can while he can. But he will not be able to do this for much longer.”4 

 Until that great day may we give our most fervent prayers and best efforts to fight for the souls of 
unbelievers. May we fight the great spiritual battle against the accuser of God’s people with the weapons 
of our true warfare. “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you” (Romans 16:20). 

                                                           
3 Dennis Johnson, The Lamb Wins (Phillipsburg: P&R, 2001) pp. 180-181 
4 Leon Morris, 158 


