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Small Group Sermon Study Guide 
 

 

Part 59 
 

“Gracious Painful Providence” 
 

 

Introductions 
 
Share individual introductions and have each person 

answer an icebreaker question. 

 

Church News 

 

Share any weekly church announcements to stay 

connected to the greater body of the church. See 

online (cov-pres.org) and church-wide emails for 

information. 

 

 

A Song of Praise 

 

Open your time reading aloud or singing this song. 

Use this time for singing other songs as you prefer. 

[Contact us if you would like copies of our church 

songbooks for your group] 

 
 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible, hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might, 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. 

In all life thou livest, the true life of all. 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 

 

Great God of all glory, great God of all light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight. 

All praise we would render; O help us to see 

‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

 

Walter C. Smith 

 

[These guides utilize the Sunday sermon notes.] 

 

Study 

 

Have someone open your time in prayer. 

 

Ask someone to read aloud Genesis 29:15-30. 

 

Q: What human relationships and interactions are 

present that are contrary to “the way it’s supposed 

to be”?  

 

Q: What do we already know about Laban, and 

what do we learn about Laban from this text? 

 

Q: Why was Laban’s deceit especially ironic in the 

life of Jacob?  

 

Q: Have you had a moment when the sins you 

committed against others in the past was then 

committed against you? Explain. 
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committed against you? Explain. 

 

We learned Sunday that there is comfort and assurance 

in the disciple of God. In the lives of God’s children, 

he brings consequences for sin as an act of wise 

discipline (Gal 6:7-8). 

 

Q: Share a time when you experienced the just 

discipline of God. How did you come to realize that it 

was ultimately best for you? 

 

Consider the life of Leah in this text. There is a heavy 

burden for her in this dramatic history.  

 

Q: What is your reaction to Leah’s situation?  

 

Q: Where is the grace of God in the painful providence 

of Leah’s situation? 

 

Have someone read aloud 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. 

 

Q: How is the life of Jesus all the more meaningful to 

us (and Leah) when we consider his mistreatment?  

 

Q: Any questions or comments? 

 

 

Prayer 
 

Share prayer requests and pray. 
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