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Part 56 – Disobedience, Deceit, and the Grace of 
God 

Genesis 27:1-41   
The events described in chapter 27 are tragic. What is unfolded 
before us is the dissolution of a family. And this is not just 
another family. It is the family of Isaac, the patriarch, the son of 
Abraham and father of Jacob. Isaac was the child of promise 
conceived by Abraham and Sarah via the miraculous 
intervention of God. In this way Isaac pre-figured the 

Covenant’s greatest Son, Jesus Christ conceived miraculously by the Holy Spirit in the womb of a virgin. 
Isaac was a man of faith. But the Isaac we meet later in life, the aged father of Esau and Jacob, has not 
fared well as the Covenant representative. He seems to live for little more than comfort and roasted meat. 
But it is not Isaac only who misbehaved in this event. All four participants sinned boldly. Rebekah, knowing 
God’s will concerning Jacob, believed deceit and lies were appropriate means to bring about God’s will. 
Jacob, the chosen seed, joined in his mother’s deception. And Esau, having already demonstrated a 
complete disinterest in the Lord and his Covenant responded in rage, determining to murder his brother. 
Can such a moral disaster be redeemed? 
 
Isaac’s stubborn plan (vv. 1-4)  
Vs. 1 – Having sold his birthright, the narrator will not refer to Esau as the firstborn.1  
Vs. 4 – The blessing, along with the birthright, which Esau had already given away, according to the custom 
of that time made that son the primary carrier of the family’s heritage: economic, social, and religious. He 
would define the family’s understanding of itself.2 By his father’s blessing Esau would have become the 
head of the covenant family. Though it is difficult for us to understand, Isaac’s pronouncement of the 
blessing upon Jacob could not be voided even though deception was used to obtain it. 

 Isaac was well aware of the word of the Lord concerning his two sons: “And the LORD said to her, ‘Two 
nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger 
than the other, the older shall serve the younger.’” (Genesis 25:23). This likely explains why Isaac planned 
to pronounce the covenant blessing upon Esau in secret. Imagine the arrogance involved in seeking to 
overturn the Lord’s will, especially from the son of Abraham!  

 Consider the terrible example this set for Esau. Isaac – the son of Abraham, the covenant seed – 
determined to help his ungodly son assume the role of covenant representative against the stated will of 
the Lord. Certainly, Esau, like all of us, was responsible for his own sin. But this passage gives us yet 
another example of Isaac’s spiritual backsliding in his later life.  

 
Rebekah’s counter-plan (vv. 5-17)  
Vs. 6 – The division in the family is highlighted by the reference to Esau as Isaac’s son and to Jacob as 
Rebekah’s son. 
Vs. 12 – Jacob’s concern was not with the morality of the plan but with its likelihood of success. 
Vs. 13 – Rebekah’s goal was consistent with God’s command but her method was deplorable.  

 It was probably difficult to keep secrets while dwelling in tents. Rebekah overheard Isaac’s plan to pass 
along the blessing to Esau. In response she came up with a plan of her own. And it was an audacious 
plan. While Esau was out hunting in order to prepare a meal for his father (a time consuming project no 
doubt) Rebekah prepared a meal while Jacob followed her instructions to disguise himself. Such deceit 
between husband and wife and father and son is tragic enough. But considering this was the covenant 
family the offense is elevated.  

 Ultimately, Rebekah’s problem was a spiritual one. She knew what Isaac was plotting was contrary to the 
stated will of the Lord. But rather than trusting the outcome to the justice and wisdom of God she sought 
to take the Lord’s plans into her own hands.  

 
Jacob’s deceit (vv. 18-29)  
Vv. 21-25 – There is irony in the fact that Isaac, a man governed by his senses, was deceive by his senses. 
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 The counterstrike planned, it was then executed. Rebekah and Jacob thought it acceptable to sin in order 
to overcome sin. Jacob entered his father’s tent with the food he so jealously desired. Having fitted himself 
with goat skins to mimic his hairy brother, Jacob presented himself as Esau to blind Isaac. The blessing 
of authority over the covenant family – “Be lord over your brothers” – once again points to Isaac’s stubborn 
refusal to accept the Lord’s plan. 

 Like so many of the events recorded in Scripture, this story puts on display God’s sovereignty in directing 
all things according to his will. Isaac’s plotting to contravene God’s will by giving the blessing to Esau was 
thwarted by the deceitful acts of Rebekah and Jacob. As we will see years later in Joseph’s life, what 
man intends for evil, God superintends for good. In this case, “these rival stratagems only succeeded in 
doing ‘whatsoever [God’s] hand and counsel foreordained’ (Acts 4:28).”3 Just as he did in the crucifixion 
of the Son, God is free to use the sinful actions of his human creatures to bring about his perfect will.  

 
Esau’s rage (vv. 30-41)  
Vs. 36 – Esau knew that the blessing already given was irrevocable, but hoped that the father could give 
him the blessing he would have reserved for his other son.4  
Vs. 37 – This was the sacred custom of the time: that the blessing of the patriarch was inviolable. God used 
that custom to accomplish his will to make Jacob, the younger son, the covenant heir of the family. 
Vs. 40 – Isaac had planned to give everything to Esau, so now he had nothing left to give him but an “anti-
blessing.”5 

 We know from ancient cultures around the time of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob that the final oral 
blessing of the father was often binding in judicial or legal processes in terms of determining inheritance. 
What is more, there was still enough genuine faith left in Isaac for him to know that in formally blessing 
Jacob (even under false pretenses!) the Covenant of the Lord had been objectively passed along. He 
knew he could not now simply take it back. It may also be that, having known the Lord’s will, Isaac now 
realizes that seeking to undo it was foolish all along. 

 Esau had no one to blame but himself. He gave away his birthright quite willingly. He was not tricked. He 
acted according to his own disregard for the Lord and his Covenant. Nevertheless, Esau agreed to 
participate in his father’s secret plot to undermine what the Lord had determined (not to mention, that 
Esau was going to deny the oath he made to Jacob). 

 
Take heart, God will not deny himself.  

 The situation looks irredeemable. All four players in this drama are guilty. How can such deceitfulness 
between family members be reconciled to the will of God? How can such corrupt motives and stubborn 
hearts yield anything but destruction?  

 Even through the disobedience and deceit of this family, God does not turn away from his Covenant. It is 
not that God does not care about the sins of his people. In fact, the actors in this drama will each have to 
bear the consequences of their sins. Isaac steps off the page of redemptive history. Rebekah will never 
see her beloved son Jacob again. Esau will live out his life as a Covenant outsider. And Jacob, though 
the chosen Covenant representative, will learn faithfulness through many trials and losses, becoming a 
victim of Laban’s deceit.  

 This story illustrates the utter futility of trying to thwart the will of God. His purpose of grace will go forward 
no matter how great the world rages against him. Neither the sinful actions of the world or God’s own 
people can undo what he has determined to accomplish. The cross of Jesus Christ stands as the ultimate 
example of God’s indomitable grace. Preaching to the gathered crowds in Jerusalem the Apostle Peter 
confronts them over their complicity in the crucifixion of Jesus: “For truly in this city there were gathered 
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with 
the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take 
place” (Acts 4:27-28).  

 Isaac, Rebekah, Esau and Jacob each had a plan which from one degree to another was in rebellion 
against God’s will. But through it all God was weaving together his perfect, gracious will (Romans 9:6-
13). Even in our sin and failures, God remains stubbornly faithful (2 Timothy 2:12-13).  
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