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Gender, Sexuality, and What it 
Means to be Human   

 

Part 3 – A Better Story (3) 
 
1. Our story is about God.     
 
 
2. Our story is about an orderly and good 
creation. 
 
 
3. Our story is about human identity.   

 Genesis 1 and 2 describe the creation of the man and woman. And it is clear that men and 
women are separated from the animals not simply in terms of particular capabilities but at the 
very level of identity. The man and woman were the product of God’s special creation. 
Humankind did not ascend from lower primates. The Scriptures do not allow for that. It is not 
surprising that, when pressed, those who hold to Darwinian evolution generally deny that there 
is anything inherently significant about humanity.  

 The story the Bible tells places mankind at the top of God’s creative works.  
 
A) Embodied beings       

 “My Body, My Choice!” So goes the saying typically shouted by advocates of abortion. It is also 
the sentiment behind the current sexual and gender revolutions. It is the idea that my body 
ultimately belongs to me; that I am my own highest authority. It is also a sentiment which reflects 
the spirit of the age in terms of what the body is. Today’s moral and gender revolutionaries 
imagine that what matters is our mind (or spirit). Our bodies are merely a physical canvas upon 
which we can paint our own image as we imagine it. We are the potter and the clay. This 
explains the language of transgenderism: “What I am on the inside is not reflected in what I 
currently am outside.” When we imagine ourselves as lord of our own bodies we will also excuse 
whatever sexual behavior best reflects who we are on the inside even if that behavior is 
destructive to our bodies.  

 Our bodies matter far more than we may think. Even among Christians we often think of our 
bodies as something along the lines of an “earth suit” merely housing what is eternal about us. 
True, there is a difference between body and spirit. But we must be careful to not think of 
ourselves as a dichotomy, pitting body against spirit. Rather, we are, by design, a unity of body 
and spirit. Our bodies matter. Indeed, our bodies matter so much that God will resurrect and 
glorify our bodies in the last day. 

 Our bodies locate us in specific places at specific times. Our bodies put us in proximity to 
particular persons, often for the purpose of particular relationships. Our bodies locate us within 
a framework of family, friends, community, and nation. From the moment of conception, 
everything about our bodies is encoded within our DNA. When we die, we will die with the very 
body we were born with. What is more, when Jesus returns he promises to raise up these very 
bodies of ours incorruptible and immortal (1 Corinthians 15:35ff). We are never meant to think 
of our lives as being separate from the body except for that period of time theologians refer to 
as “the intermediate state” between death and resurrection. Both now and in the age to come 
we are, by design, embodied individuals.  

“My spiritual life, the life that is created and sustained by the Holy Spirit, is always lived 
the body. It does not take me away from my body or occur apart from it. Rather, it 
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takes me even further and deeper into bodily life and into fuller embodiment as a 
human being. It makes me at home in my body as I live here on earth… 
 
“Since the spiritual life is produced by the Holy Spirit for people with bodies, Christian 
spirituality is embodied piety. We human beings are not just spirits, like the angels, nor 
animated bodies like the animals, but are embodied spirits, or, if you will, spiritual 
bodies. We do not just have bodies; we are bodies. They are not just what we are as 
people but an essential part of who we are. That is why the body is so important. It 
has been designed to be a temple of the Holy Spirit rather than an amusement park. 
Like the human mind, it is meant to live in harmony with God and his Holy Spirit. It was 
created for eternal life with God, not merely temporal life on earth. No matter how 
damaged it may be, every human body is designed for perfection in eternity."1 

 So it is unfortunate that, unless something goes wrong, we tend to take our bodies for granted. 
We don’t often think of what our bodies actually mean or for what purpose they have been 
designed. But God has given our bodies a telos; a 
goal or purpose. The human body’s God-given telos 
is at the heart of the current debate over sexuality and 
gender.  

 The story the world tells about the human body is that 
it is something to be overcome. “Since my body often 
conflicts with my true self, I must modify, medicate, or 
otherwise overcome my body in order to make it better 
suit who I truly am.” This is how placing children on 
hormone blockers is justified; it is making the unruly 
body submissive to its true owner. Vast amounts of 
money have been spent seeking to help homosexuals 
treat the vast array of damages done to their bodies. 
Again, the body must be made to conform to the “true 
self.” Nature is simply an obstacle imposed by random 
chance to be overcome. Nature is rejected as 
something imposed by God. Nature is rejected as 
having anything to teach us regarding the nature and 
purpose (telos) of the body.  

* In an upcoming lesson, we will be delving into the doctrine of the body in greater depth.  
 
B) Relational beings 

 Man was created to relate, first of all, to God. Prior to the creation of the woman, Adam walked 
in communion with God. Both the man and the woman would have to learn from God their 
proper relationship to him. This helps explain why God gave them a law to obey as he set them 
in paradise. Specifically, God forbade them from eating of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. But why? Some have answered that by saying the prohibition was in order to give the 
man and woman “free will.” But this misses the mark.  

 Think of who Adam and Eve were. They were the only Divine image-bearers in the universe. 
Imagine the challenge of realizing you are the crowning achievement of all that God had made. 
The most beautiful and spectacular things in the cosmos – stars, quasars, super nova – none 
of them bear the image of God. Not a single animal bears the image of God. No mountain or 
river or ocean bears the image of God. Only the man and woman possess this remarkable trait. 

                                                           
1 John W. Kleinig, Wonderfully Made: A Protestant Theology of the Body (Bellingham: Lexham, 2021) pp. 3-4 
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It was a kindness of God to establish a prohibition because by establishing a prohibition, God 
was teaching his human creatures that they are, in fact, not God. 

 The story the world tells places the individual at the top of the authority pyramid. And with the 
rise of certain technologies man has increasingly deceived himself into thinking that he can be 
his own maker; his own lord. But our story tells us that however much responsibility God has 
granted to humanity as his image-bearers, we are still under his sovereign and benevolent 
authority. We will not properly understand ourselves unless or until we understand ourselves as 
God’s creatures and God’s servants.  

 

 We are also relational beings in terms of our connection to one another. In chapter two of 
Genesis Adam is described as the only one of God’s creatures which does not have a mate of 
like kind. The passage forces us to reflect on the fact that a man in paradise – a man possessed 
of a sin-free nature, a man blessed with a close relationship with his Creator, a man whose work 
is perfectly fulfilling – was still “not good” because he lacked one thing he needed: a companion 
of like kind.   

 
C) Complementarily Gendered beings      

 God does not provide us with an exhaustive 
account of all the details of the period of 
creation. Can you imagine how long that book 
would be? So the details he DOES give us 
ought to be like red flags waving in our face! 
We are told that Adam noticed something in 
particular about the animals. He noted that 
without exception they were complementarily 
gendered. Each was paired with an 
appropriately suited mate; one that was unlike 
them and like them in all the necessary ways. 
This is a pattern that God established from the 
very beginning. The pairing of male and female 

makes an orderly sense all on its own. In other words, the special revelation of Scripture is not 
necessary to know that male and female are uniquely suited for one another. God makes this 
plain to the unbeliever based upon what he has revealed to all people in creation (Romans 
1:18ff).  

 The man and woman are given the normative and natural relationship of marriage. So in our 
thinking about marriage we have to begin where God begins. Surveying all that he had made, 
God declared it all very good. But there is one thing that is “not good” he tells us. And that one 
“not good” thing is that the man was alone. He did not have a complementary helper – a 
companion who was profoundly like him and at the same time unlike him in necessary ways. 
That wonderful design of complementary differences makes possible some of the profoundest 
blessings available to humanity – the one flesh union of husband and wife and procreation.  

 Homosexuality vandalizes that God-given order which is reflected in every living thing on the 
planet. Homosexuality robs men and women of something that can only be received from a 
complementarily gendered companion. A healthy, life-giving, one flesh, well-ordered, and 
physically complete sexual relationship cannot be had between two people of the same gender. 

 
D) Sexually Procreative beings  

 We see the principle of procreation throughout the creation account. The plants reproduce 
according to their kind. The animals, likewise, procreate according to their kinds. The same will 
be true for man and woman. The physical design of plants, animals, and humans is geared 
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purposefully for procreation. And micro-biology has proven that this procreative purpose is 
written on the cellular level as well. 

 To the garden’s complementary duo God gave what we refer to as the “Creation Mandate”: 
“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’” (Genesis 1:28) 

 God gave the man and woman the responsibility to procreate and to exercise godly dominion 
over the earth. That mandate stands to this day. Though sin made the creation mandate difficult 
it did not change it. To this day God’s human creatures, unless providentially prohibited, are to 
reproduce. Likewise, they are responsible before their Maker to faithfully govern the earth’s 
resources and channel those resources for the good of mankind and the glory of God. 

 Complementary sexual desire is given to match our God-given complementary physical design. 
God created man and woman with complementary bodies and sexual desires. A man’s sexual 
desire for a woman and a woman’s sexual desire for a man is God-given. That does not mean 
that God does not call some to celibacy. He certainly does. The Apostle Paul is one example. 
But the normative experience for humanity is complementarily-gendered sexual attraction 
resulting in the marriage bond and child-bearing. Any sexual attraction which deviates from this 
is, to use Paul’s words in Romans 1 – “unnatural.”  

 Now, lest we lay all of the sexual chaos we are seeing at the feet 
of homosexuals we need to remember a few things. The newest 
expressions of the sexual revolution and the gender chaos which 
is so much a part of it, is simply the fruit of the sexual revolution 
of the 1970’s, which as Carl Trueman’s The Rise and Triumph of 
the Modern Self proves is rooted in the changing concept of the 
self which arose in the 18th century.  

 The point is, the sexual ethic popularized in the 1970’s made 
what we are seeing now entirely predictable. Sex became 
recreation and as a result, it was divorced from marriage and at 
least the potential of procreation. We would not be where we are 
in terms of all the confusion over homosexuality and gender 
fluidity if it were not for the sort of heterosexual chaos which laid 
the foundation and made sex fundamentally about our own 
individual demands for pleasure.  

 To the charge that our story’s prescriptions for the human body 
in general and sexuality specifically are too narrow let us remember that pretty much everything 
that makes life livable, healthy, and happy is narrow whether it is the design parameters of a 
747’s wings, the molecular composition of water, the signals sent by the eye to the brain to 
produce images, baking instructions for chocolate cake, our phone number, or the physical 
limitations of non-destructive sexual intimacy. Order and precision typically means life and 
flourishing. And nature bears this out time and again. 

 

 In terms of humanity then, sex is for two things: 
i. One-flesh union between husband and wife 

 This is language we get from the Bible’s story. 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh.”  (Genesis 2:24) 

 Jesus taught this very pattern as being the divinely prescribed pattern: 
[3] And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's 
wife for any cause?” [4] He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them 
from the beginning made them male and female, [5] and said, ‘Therefore a man shall 
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leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh’? [6] So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” (Matthew 19:3-6) 

 Likewise, the Apostle Paul repeats this definition of marriage in Ephesians 5:31: 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh.”  

 The one flesh union is both physical and emotional. Specifically, it is the fruit of the unique 
physical and emotional complementarity between male and female. The one flesh union is 
mimicked in homosexuality. But it is a sad and self-indulgent parody of the real thing. Indeed, 
the homosexual mimicry of the one flesh union has devastating physical, emotional, and 
spiritual consequences. When same sex partners seek to mimic the one flesh union of husband 
and wife, they defy the very construction of their bodies. What is more, they defy the God who 
designed them so wonderfully. The one flesh union can only be achieved by natural sexual 
intimacy between a husband and wife. 

 
ii. Procreation   

 In our Protestant zeal to not be Roman Catholic, we tend to rarely mention or otherwise 
downplay the significance of procreation – procreation as a necessary implication of marriage 

and sexual intimacy. Again we must remember the 
creation mandate given to the man and woman in the 
garden: “Be fruitful and multiply.” The creation 
mandate has never been rescinded. Of course 
Scripture reminds us that in this fallen world not every 
marriage can physically procreate. But ordinarily 
procreation is to be the fruit of marriage. Protestants 
were too quick to embrace “the pill.” I am not 
suggesting that all forms of birth control are prohibited 
in Scripture. But Protestants ought to be far more 
circumspect than we have been on this matter.  

 Procreation is prime evidence from God’s “book of 
nature” that sexual intimacy is designed solely for 
complementarily gendered beings. Same sex unions 
cannot produce life. And, indeed, those unions 
actually damage and threaten the physical well-being 
of those involved. The inability for same-sex unions to 

produce life is not simply a biological inconvenience to be overcome through the use of 
surrogates. It is the testimony of God through his created order. It is a divine warning against 
homosexual unions.  

 The Bible opens and closes with a marriage – the marriage of the man and woman in the garden 
in Genesis and then in Revelation, that great day described metaphorically as a wedding feast 
for Christ and his bride, the church. Paul eludes to this same mystery in Ephesians 5 in teaching 
about the relationship between husband and wife – that it is meant to symbolize the love and 
commitment between Christ and his church – a metaphor which collapses if marriage is 
broadened to include any other arrangement than one man and one woman. Ultimately, 
therefore, marriage has a Christological purpose. And we don’t dare vandalize something so 
precious.  

 
4. Our story is about human dignity.  

 What we are seeing in terms of the battles over abortion and euthanasia is not whether the pre-
born or the aged are humans – the battle is over whether they are persons – whether they 
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possess intrinsic dignity. In the Genesis creation account one of the things that becomes clear 
right away is that only to the man and woman does God speak and share fellowship. God did 
not give his law and gospel to the animals. They are not in God’s image. They are not possessed 
of eternal souls. Instead, God gave the animals instinct. Baby sharks are not cared for by 
parents. They instinctually learn how to be grown up sharks. Salmon know by way of instinct to 
return to certain rivers, swim upstream, spawn and die. Geese fly south in the winter by way of 
instinct.  

 Humans, on the other hand, produce what may be the least resilient and dependent young ones 
on earth. It is because we are governed not by instinct but by intellect and conscience. We must 
learn how to do everything. Only humans are expected to exercise discipline, self-restraint, and 
even self-denial. We are not designed to satisfy appetites in response to instinct. Rather, we 
are designed to make decisions based upon rational and moral categories; categories given to 
us by God.  

 
Two key markers of human dignity we learn from the Genesis account: 
A. Humans are God’s Image-Bearers 

 Throughout the entire cosmos, only human beings bear the image of God. Much debate has 
been had over what exactly constitutes the image of God. What know that it is not a physical 
resemblance. Rather, God’s image upon mankind most likely has to do with his rational mind 
and possession of moral categories. Not only is man able to discern the existence of God and 
discern truth from error by observing the created order (Romans 1), he possesses a conscience 
which bears the indelible impression of God’s holy law (Romans 2). 

 As both nature and Scripture testify, personhood begins at conception. Successful fertilization 
is the work of God. At the moment of conception human persons possess the full library of 
genetic coding which will shape them from zygote to infant to adolescent to adult. Each human 
bears the image of God at every stage in his or her development. This is why we believe that 
anything which destroys, defiles, or debases a human being is to be rejected including abortion, 
euthanasia, surgical / hormonal mutilation, and homosexual acts.  

 
B. Humans are God’s Stewards   

 God placed the earth’s flora and fauna under the stewardship of his image-bearers. Mankind is 
to exercise dominion over the earth. This is not a license for waste and irresponsible 
consumption. Neither is this a restriction against making good use of the plant and animal life 
that God has placed under our authority. We are to approach the created order as those who 
exercise an authority derived from the Creator. Therefore, our posture toward the created order 
is neither that of worship or waste. This calling to be God’s stewards speaks to the remarkable 
dignity of men and women.  

 This Divinely mandated stewardship encompasses our bodies. We are to be faithful stewards 
of our bodies. We do not own our bodies. We are not the masters of ourselves. Our bodies are 
not a canvas upon which we may paint whatever picture of reality we prefer. Our bodies, like 
everything else in the universe, belongs to God the Creator. We do not have the right to declare 
ourselves to be something other than what God has made us, the evidence of which is in our 
bodies. Nor do we have the right to damage and destroy our bodied by acting upon sinful lusts. 

 

 Men and women are not simply embodied appetites. We are God’s image-bearers; his stewards 
on the earth. And we are called to live in a way that is in harmony with that God-given dignity. 
This helps explain why the Bible takes sexual sin so seriously. The Apostle Paul writes in 1 
Corinthians 6: 

[12] “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for 
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. [13] “Food is meant for the stomach and 
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the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not 
meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. [14] And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. [15] Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! [16] Or do you not know that he who is joined to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one 
flesh.” [17] But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. [18] Flee from 
sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually 
immoral person sins against his own body. [19] Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 
[20] for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”  

 Here the Apostle explains that sexual sins are especially grievous because they are sins against 
the body. First, consider the fact that some sins are worse than others. Don’t misunderstand. It 
is true that all sins are equally damning. In other words, all sins condemn us before God’s bar 
of divine justice. But not all sins are equally damaging. Sexual sins are particularly harmful not 
only because of the physical consequences, to be sure. But sexual sins are particularly heinous 
because they debase God’s image-bearers. Sexual sin reduces us to the level of animals; 
slaves to our appetites. 

 As we have already seen, the human body is precious. To damage the body by engaging in 
acts which debase it, use its various parts in ways that are shameful, and act in a way that 
denies the very telos of sexuality is particularly heinous. Our bodies belong to God and are 
meant for our blessing. Sexual sin denies God’s Lordship and undermines its purpose for 
blessing.  

 
5. Our story involves calamity. 

 One of the hardest lessons in life is learning that you can never quite make things the way they 
are supposed to be. As we observe our lives and the world around us, we cannot escape the 
knowledge that things are 
not the way they are 
supposed to be. In 
Romans chapter 8 Paul 
laments that all of creation 
– including ever member 
of the human family – 
groans together under the 
weight of the world’s 
sinfulness and the 
brokenness which has 
resulted from it. The 
world’s story has no 
adequate answer as to why this is. The world cannot tell us why it is that we have an innate 
knowledge that something has gone terribly wrong. The world has no answer for the burdens 
that weigh heavily upon the human conscience. The world’s story cannot explain the groaning 
of creation.  

 Our story, however, explains with profound intellectual and spiritual insight, the “why” behind 
the world’s sorrows and sufferings. It begins in Genesis chapter 3 with the greatest calamity in 
the history of the world. The man and woman in paradise chose to do the ONE thing they were 
told not to do. This says a lot about the human heart’s capacity for deceitfulness doesn’t it?  

 The event as the Bible describes it – what we often refer to as “the fall” was man’s attempt at 
self-deification. The serpent told the woman, “You can’t believe God. He’s threatened by you. 
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He knows that if you do this thing you will be just like him.” So, at its heart, sin is a sort of 
grasping for God-likeness. It is an attempt to be a law unto ourselves. And in the garden – as it 
is described in Genesis 3 – the first sin was an attempt to be like God in a way that humankind 
was never intended. 

 Transgressing the Biblical sexual boundaries is like that. The idea of gender fluidity is like that. 
In both these ways men and women are seeking to take away from God his authority over them. 
The sexual and gender revolutions are ways in which man is declaring that he will be his own 
maker. 

 This is why homosexuality and transgenderism are a kind of paganism. They are the fruit of a 
denial of the first two chapters of Genesis. They are deliberate movements away from the order 
and harmony of “In the beginning God” in favor of the chaos and dis-integration of pagan myths. 

 Unnatural sexual desires / acts and gender defiance are not only acts of rebellion against what 
God has clearly stated but are attempts to transcend the very ways the human body works 
(knowledge every unbeliever possesses). Paul writes about this disastrous trajectory in Romans 
chapter 1: 

[21] For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. [22] 
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 
[24] Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring 
of their bodies among themselves, [25] because they exchanged the truth about God for 
a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen. 
[26] For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; [27] and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due 
penalty for their error. 
[28] And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done. [29] They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, [30] slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, [31] foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. [32] Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.  

 

 The church must never compromise on God’s creational and moral order. God’s law and his 
created order will never be compatible with the world’s attempts to shape reality and morality to 
its own preferences. Scripture tells us that souls are in the balance over these issues.  

 

 Melvin Tinker describes well what has been happening in the minds of Christians in recent 
years. He calls it a “cognitive and cultural adaptation which is the seduction of the church by the 
culture.” Tinker identifies four stages to this adaptation of the church to the culture. See if you 
can trace these four stages in the church’s growing capitulation to the world’s story concerning 
homosexuality. 

1. Assumption: when some idea in modern life is assumed to be worthwhile and superior 
to Christian belief. 
2. Abandonment: so whatever in the Christian faith doesn’t fit in with the new assumption 
is either modified or jettisoned. 
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3. Adaptation: something new in assumed, something old is abandoned, everything else 
is adapted so that while what the church is espousing still has some semblance of 
genuine Christianity, it is significantly modified. 
4. Assimilation: what is left is absorbed by the modern world and effectively taken over. 
What passes for Christianity is simply reflecting back to the world its own values and 
ideas in a thinly veiled Christian dress. Christian words are used, but the Christian 
content is removed.2 

 

 When we look at what we are up against; when we see the overwhelming success of the world’s 
story it would be easy to lose hope. But all is not lost. Even for the one who has shaken their 
fist in God’s face. For all those who cheated and lied and dishonored their parents; for all the 
angry ones and foolish ones and ruthless ones; for all those who have broken God’s law and 
sinned against their bodies, there is good news.  

 
6. Our story is about sinners redeemed.   

 Scripture doesn’t promise everyone sexual fulfillment in this life. Indeed, we can all count on the 
fact that we will all have to battle against desires and temptations which run counter not only to 
God’s law but to his creational order. But God’s Word does prescribe boundaries that are for 
our good, flourishing, and protection. 

 Imagine with me for a moment a world in which every individual restricted all sexual activity to 
the covenant bond of marriage between man and woman. What would happen if the world 
accepted and acted in accordance with the sexual ethics established by God and confirmed in 
creation? There would be no sexually transmitted diseases. No abortions. No brokenness from 
divorce. Every child would have a mother and a father and experience the love and acceptance 
each parent uniquely offers. There would be no rape, no sexual abuse, no sex trafficking, no 
pornography, and no need for a #MeToo campaign. Think of the healing and wholeness if 
people simply lived God’s life-giving design regarding human sexuality. In that type of world, 
there would be no church sex-abuse scandals. Parents wouldn’t have to fear leaving their 
children in the care of others. The list could go on and on. But ultimately our story – the Bible’s 
story – is not about improved lives. God’s story is about redeemed lives. It’s about sins forgiven 
and shame washed away.  

 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 
[9] Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, [10] nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. [11] And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the Spirit of our God. 
 
 

 

 Our story – the story the Bible tells – is not ultimately about sex and gender, though, as we have 
seen, it most certainly encompasses those realities. Our story is about the good and holy God, 

                                                           
2 Melvin Tinker, That Hideous Strength (EP, 2018), 98.  

“…and such were some of you. But you were washed…” 
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a sin-bearing Savior, sinners 
forgiven, shame removed, and 
life eternal granted. Our story 
terminates on and finds its 
highest heights in the Person 
and work of Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus Christ, the eternally begotten Son, has been from everlasting to everlasting. He is the 
Great Ancient of Days and as the Apostle Paul writes: “All things were created through him and 
for him…and by him all things hold together” (Col. 1:16-17). Jesus Christ, the eternal Son, was 
conceived in the womb of a virgin and born a flesh and blood man. That is, Jesus took upon 
himself a real human nature complete with a body containing an X and Y chromosome in every 
cell of his body; a body which exists in its eternally glorified state to this very day; a body we will 
see with our own eyes.  

 Jesus is the great exemplar of what humanity was always intended to be; the Second Adam, 
achieving perfect sinlessness by obeying every jot of God’s law flawlessly, and doing so as our 
representative. He is the Great and eternal Bridegroom who is even now preparing to present 
his bride, the church, to himself without stain or blemish 

 Jesus is the Great Shepherd of the church who laid down his life for his sheep. By his death as 
our sin-bearing substitute the justice of God was satisfied and our eternal salvation purchased. 
By his glorious resurrection he has stripped the grave of its power and guaranteed our own 
resurrection in the age to come.  

 Our story is a longer story than the one the world tells. It’s a story which requires more thought 
and a lot of humility. But it’s the very best of all stories. For it’s the only story which holds hope 
for sinners.  

 
 


