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Small Group Sermon Study Guide 
 

 

“Sin, Repentance, and God’s Mercy” 
 

 

Introductions 
 

Share individual introductions and have each person 

answer an icebreaker question. 

 

Church News 

 

Share any weekly church announcements to stay 

connected to the greater body of the church. See our 

website or weekly emails for information. 

 

A Song of Praise 

 

Open your time singing this song or reading it aloud.  
 

 

My Sins, My Sins, My Savior 

 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 

They take such hold on me, 

I am not able to look up, 

save only, Christ, to thee; 

in thee is all forgiveness, 

in thee abundant grace, 

my shadow and my sunshine 

the brightness of thy face. 

 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 

Their guilt I never knew 

'til with thee in the desert 

I near thy passion drew; 

'til with thee in the garden 

I heard thy pleading prayer, 

and saw the sweat-drops bloody 

that told thy sorrow there. 

Therefore my songs, my Savior, 

e'en in this time of woe, 

shall tell of all thy goodness 

to suff'ring man below; 

thy goodness and thy favor, 

whose presence from above 

rejoice those hearts, my Savior, 

that live in thee and love. 

 

Text: John S. B. Monsell 

 

NOTE:  This guide utilizes the Sunday sermon 

notes. Please reference them as needed.  

 

Study 

 

Have someone open your time in prayer. 

 

Read aloud Numbers 21:4-9.  

 

When times were tough, Israel often idealized their 

past. For them life was easier and comforts were 

plentiful back in captivity.   

 

Q: Why is Israel wandering in the wilderness? 

 

Q: How is Israel dealing with this season of trial? 

 

It was preached on Sunday that, “When we are 

stressed, when tensions are high, when comfort is 

threatened or taken away, it often reveals the depth 

of our spirituality.”  
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Q: Have you seen this to be true in your life? Why or 

why not. 

 

Q: What truths from God’s word do you tend to forget 

when times are hard? 

 

Q: How did God deal with Israel’s sin?  

 

Q: Why snakes? 

 

Q: Why was this judgment good for Israel? 

 

Raymond Brown writes, “Nothing can ward off 

rebelliousness like unexpected trouble or something 

people are powerless to handle.” 

 

Q: Did you ever experience or witness a tragedy or 

calamity that led you to repentance? Explain. 

 

Q: Looking at the text, what specific steps did the 

Israelites take in their repentance? Why do these same 

steps matter when it comes to our own repentance?  

 

Q: What is significant about the snake that Moses raises 

as the means for healing? 

 

Have someone aloud John 3:14-15. 

 

Q: How does this event in the life of Israel anticipate 

the life of Jesus? Compare and contrast the gospel to 

the events in Numbers. 

 

Q: Why does this matter for us today? 

 

Q: Where do you see judgment today that is leading 

you toward repentance and faith in Christ? [Leaders 

note: Not all calamity and tragedy is the result of sins 

committed (e.g. John 9:3)] 

 

Q Any other questions or comments? 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 

Share prayer requests and pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

  


