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Family Matters 
 
1 Timothy 3:14-16 
It has been said that God did not need a family, he wanted 
one. The creation of Adam and Eve began the theme of 
household that can be traced from Genesis to Revelation. 
Throughout the generations God preserved for himself a 
people, a collective of believing households, who would be 
called the family of God. The Bible contains many terms used 
to describe God’s family. They are his children, flock, 
treasure, bride, temple, and the household of God.  

 
The church is the household of God. It is a spiritual family made up corporately of all believers, and locally 
represented by individual congregations. This collective household is called to live in the world in a 
distinguishing manner, bearing witness to and guarding the truth.  
 
As believers living comfortably in an individualistic society we would do well to heed the reminder from Paul 
that God’s family deserves priority in our busy lives. Confession, this can be quite challenging for a number 
of reasons. Church is lonely at times, full of broken people, and struggles to satisfy our desire for belonging. 
Even so, the church is the sole proprietor of the hope that humanity craves. Jesus has overcome the world 
and all that is wrong with it. He has adopted us as sons and daughters. We are welcomed into an eternal 
household that worships the God who is, was, and will forever be.  
 
I. Household of God 

Vv. 14-15 
Household: Oikos – def. physical house/building or the family that resides there – including extended 
family, servants, and property 
 
Tracing the Theme of Household: 

o Genesis 2:18-25 The first marriage and household formed 
o Genesis 7:1 God saves Noah’s entire household from destruction 
o Genesis 12:1-4 Abraham and his household are set apart as the people of God 
o Hosea 2:18-23 God’s promise to redeem his wayward household 
o Acts 16:14-15 Lydia believed, she and her household were marked with baptism 
o Acts 16:30-34 The Philippian jailer believed, he and his household were baptized 
o Galatians 3:29 New Testament Christians are members of Abraham’s household 
o 1 Peter 2:4-12 The church is a spiritual household built on Jesus as the cornerstone 
o Revelation 21:1-4 In the end, all of God’s children will dwell securely together with him 

 
Application Questions: 

 What do you believe to be the value and importance of God’s family, the church?  

 In what ways has the world influenced the value you place on the household of God? 

 How does knowing the historic nature of God’s family (Genesis to Revelation) change the 
way you desire to engage God’s family this year?  

 
II. Household Faith 

Vs. 15 
Here Paul points to one important reason why the behavior of the church matters; truth is at stake. 
The church is not only a home for God’s people, it is a home for God’s truth.  
Two valuable metaphors are given to help us grasp this reality.  

o The church is a pillar of the truth. 
o The church is a buttress of the truth. 

 
John Stott puts it this way, “First, as its buttress, it is to hold it firm, so that it does not collapse under 
the weight of false teaching. Secondly, as its pillar it is to hold it high, so that it is not hidden from the 
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world. To hold the truth firm is the defense and confirmation of the gospel; to hold it high is the 
proclamation of the gospel. The church is called to both of these ministries.” 
 
The church is not the foundation of truth as the Roman Catholics have claimed.  Speaking with similar 
language, Paul clarifies this in Ephesians 2:19-20, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.” 
 
John Stott, “The church depends on the truth for its existence; the truth depends on the church for its 
defense and proclamation.” 
 

Application Questions: 

 What are some examples of the church holding up the truth in culture?  

 What are some examples of the church failing to hold up the truth?  

 What are examples of our church holding up the truth for its people?  
 
III. Household Hope 

Vs. 16 
This is a creedal statement quoted by Paul. Some commentators suggest that it is in direct contrast to 
the contemporary pagan confession of the day, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 
Instead we have “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:” 
The six lines that follow have an obvious structure in the Greek. Each line begins with a verb 
containing the same conjugated ending, and is in the aorist tense and in the passive mood. Each line 
ends with a noun in the dative tense. Five of the six lines connect the verb and noun with the same 
preposition. The creed is intentionally written to be memorable.  
 
It can be read chronologically, or in three couplets each containing a contrast: between flesh and 
spirit, between angels and nations, between this world and heavenly glory. This creed is a simple 
statement of gospel truths. Jesus came to earth as a man, his message was proclaimed, it was 
believed, and he ascended in to heaven.  
 
How then is this a message of godliness? Without godly living in the church the truth of the gospel 
would be discredited and its visibility would fade away. The church would blend into the world and 
become unrecognizable.  
 
Paul is aware throughout this letter of the reputation the church has in Ephesus, and it is not good.  
So Paul highlights the importance of godly living, yet he does so in the larger context of their living 
pointing to the great hope of salvation in Jesus. For the household of God there is no greater hope 
than that found in the gospel of Jesus.  
 
Application Questions: 

 What does the world offer you that you tend to put your hope in? 

 How do the world’s offerings of hope fail you? 

 How does your behavior extend the hope of Jesus to a watching world?  


