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Part 15 – Enduring to the End 
 

James 5:7-12  
Maranatha. Come, O Lord! This was a prayer – a cry, really – of 
the early church. Enduring great persecution and depravation had 
taught them to store their treasure in heaven rather than on earth. 
Their hearts had been trained by what they suffered to long for 
their everlasting home in the Lord’s blessed presence. They lived 
with an eager expectation to see Jesus return for his redeemed; 
an expectation that Jesus had instilled in his followers.  
 

Great patience is required in this fallen world. James appeals to the cycle of rains farmers depend upon for 
their crops to come to full fruit. It is a process they cannot hurry. Rather, they must patiently wait through 
the passage of seasons. So too for the people of God as we wait for the consummation of the ages at the 
return of our Lord. The stresses of enduring life in a sin-filled world are great. So James instructs us in the 
manner in which we should wait. Waiting for the return of Jesus should be characterized by those very 
virtues of love in which James has already so faithfully encouraged us. 
 
1. Wait patiently for the Lord to return.  
Vv. 7-8 

 Once again James addresses his readers as “brothers,” indicating that his subject is the perspective 
believers in Jesus ought to have concerning the Lord’s return. The key words of the passage are forms 
of words connected to the words “patience” (three times in vv. 7-8, once in v. 10) and “endure” or 
“persevere” (twice in vv. 10-11.)1 In these verses “patience” refers to the self-restraint that does not strike 
back against a wrong. “Steadfastness” is the virtue that does not easily succumb under the weight of 
suffering.2 The motivation for this patience and steadfastness is the coming of the Lord both in salvation 
and in judgment. 

 The word translated “coming” is parousia, the term used regularly in the New Testament for the glorious 
return of the Lord Jesus. Parousia is used for the Second Coming by the Lord Jesus as well as the 
Apostles Paul, Peter, and John. The term was more generally used to describe official visits by a monarch 
to a city within his kingdom. It literally means “presence.” In its use in the NT it makes a definite contrast 
with the Lord’s first coming, in which he came to the world largely unrecognized. How different his second 
coming will be! He will be present and all the world will recognize him.  

 The harvest is precious because it sustains our physical life. But the farmer must wait patiently for the 
harvest. He must wait for each stage of growth before he can ever harvest the grain or fruit. The period 
between the first appearance of the shoots of grain and the harvest was only four months, but it was a 
time of hopeful waiting in a country so dependent on the timely arrival of the autumn and spring rains, 
one soon after planting the other when the crop was ripening. James calls upon this common cycle of 
hopeful and patient waiting as an apt illustration for how the people of God wait for the return of Jesus. 

 
2. Let your waiting be characterized by Christ-like virtue.   
Vv. 9-12 

 Throughout this letter we sometimes wonder where James is headed from one sentence to the next. And 
yet if we pay careful attention the connecting points become quite clear. Here we see James make 
connections between the sure return of Jesus and the need for certain virtues in the lives of those who 
eagerly wait. 

“We can forfeit the blessing of a joyful hope, and replace it by fearful expectation of a coming 
Judge – and it is the tongue through which this grim forfeiture takes place…The very 
circumstances which call for patience (7-8) beget impatience…Pressed from outside by 
opponents, waiting for a Lord who is coming yet seems not to come, how easily tempers can fray 
and the fellowship begin to fall apart! How easy to begin to take it out on each other, to find cause 
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for complaint within the family!...The tongue which destroys peace blights the harvest for which 
the coming Lord is looking.”3 

 Waiting and enduring are often stressful experiences, making us susceptible to sinful impulses and 
attitudes. If we are not careful we will find ourselves grumbling against the Lord, our pastors, and each 
other. If, in the sufferings of this present moment, we forget the promises of God we may find our faith 
failing. In these times of stress we may even resort to using God’s name in a profane unholy manner. 
James points us to the godly examples of the prophets and Job who endured faithfully through the most 
extremes sorts of suffering. And, as he has done previously, James warns us of the coming judgment. 
While it is true that God’s people will not face the judgment in the same way as the unrighteous, we are 
nevertheless to contemplate the judgment to come as a means to call forth Christian virtue in our own 
lives.  

 
A) Stop grumbling. 

 Sins of speech is one of the most common refrains in James’ letter (1:27; 3:1-12; 4:11-12). The word 

translated “grumble” () carries with it the meaning of “groaning” or “sigh” as in a sigh of 

exasperation or anger (Exodus 2:23). James adds as good a motive as any to cease grumbling. It is a 
warning which harkens back to the history of God’s grumbling people during the Exodus – “…so that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.” The return of Jesus will not be a time for 
the judgment solely of the wicked. The righteous Judge, the Lord Jesus, will also judge the works of his 
own people.  

 “Grumbling against those who are close to us is particularly likely to occur when we are under pressure 
or facing difficult circumstances. We vent the pressure from a stressful work environment or from ill health 
on our close friends and family. So it would be quite natural if James’ readers, under the pressure of 
poverty and persecution (5:1-6), would turn their frustrations on one another…Paul links patience with 
the need to ‘bear with one another in love’ (Ephesians 4:2) and with a refusal to ‘pay back wrong for 
wrong’ (1 Thessalonians 5:14-15).”4 

B) Persevere in suffering.  

 In verses 10 and 11 James calls our attention to the examples set forth by the prophets and Job who 
endured with perseverance the excruciating sufferings which befell them. Given that God’s people are 
called to live righteously in a wicked world, it is not surprising how often the Scriptures call us to endure 
sufferings and trials of all sorts. Indeed, perseverance may well be considered a chief Christian virtue. 
Certainly, the prophets and Job had moments of utter dismay over their painful circumstances. We have 
preserved for us the cries of Jeremiah and excruciating laments of Job. Nevertheless their words of 
painful complaint were shot through with a tenacious belief that ultimately the Judge of all the earth would 
do right.  

C) Watch your mouth.  

 In keeping with the challenge of “connecting the dots” in James, many wonder whether verse 12 belongs 
with verses 9-11 or represents a change of subjects. I agree with those who see it fitting quite well within 
this section. The prohibition, “Do not swear” is not a reference to vulgar speech. Rather it is a prohibition 
against “invoking God’s name to guarantee the reliability of what a person says.”5 James is appealing 
both to Jesus’ teaching (Matthew 5:34-37) and, certainly, to the second command to hallow God’s name 
rather than using it to seal our own words under a false veneer of trustworthiness. Instead, James says, 
just be trustworthy. If we periodically use God’s name to suggest that, in this instance, we are truly being 
honest, we not only profane the name of God, we send a clear signal that we are ordinarily not trustworthy.  

 “Do not swear…by any other oath,” is not a blanket prohibition against taking any oaths. Indeed, the 
Scriptures prescribe oaths under certain circumstances. Rather, James is prohibiting what had become 
a common practice of taking oaths so laden with loopholes that it provided the oath taker with an escape 
hatch for actually breaking their oath. Such oaths ironically served to allow for dishonesty. Instead, our 
honesty must be so well established that a simple “yes” or “no” should suffice. 

 The stress of faithful endurance through trials and persecution must never become an excuse to use 
God’s name carelessly or dodge the truth with obtuse language meant to deceive.  
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