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Part 12 – More Grace 
 

James 4:1-10 
The book of James is full of admonitions and imperatives, or 
warnings and commands. In this section James does not 
hold back on either account. Yet on both accounts the theme 
of grace is uniquely interwoven throughout. James boldly 
names and calls out sins of division in the churches. He 
admonishes them for pursuing friendship with the world, 
which in turn sets them up as enemies of God. This is no 
small charge for the believer in Christ. Interestingly James is 
writing a letter that will be circulated to a large number of 

churches that he has not visited, yet he admonishes directly and specifically. From this we understand 
these sins to be common to the church of Christ, and would do well to examine our own hearts, and our 
own church.  
 
There is a clear shift in the passage where James lays out at least ten commands. These are not a list of 
rules to follow. They continue as part of the recipe for the good life, a life lived in union with God. These 
commands are a means of grace for the believer. Never have concepts like humility and submission 
sounded so good for they lead us to deeper fellowship with our maker. In our sin and brokenness, God 
has made a way for us. It is a blessing of more grace. 
 
Grace in the Admonition  
Vv. 1-4 

 Quarrels and fights, the fruit of worldly wisdom at play in the church  
o Quarrels - also translated wars, battles, ongoing conflicts 
o Fights – fighting, smaller clashes, shorter in term 

 These words are frighteningly strong. They sting and are meant to awaken the senses. Sinful desire. 
Coveting. Jealousy. These vices frustrate us and so we act out, sometimes internally and sometimes 
externally.  

 It could be easy for us to look around and say, see, there are no wars or open feuds in our church at 
this moment. None of this applies to us.  

 Jesus’ example in Matthew 5 helps us see that small offenses, slights, grudges, indifference, and 
partiality all matter deeply. These obstruct our worship and our fellowship. Their root is coveting and 
jealousy. Jesus expects the out-workings of the gospel to lead his people to live differently than the 
world. 
 

C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant 
child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the 
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” 
 
Vs. 5 

 Bible scholars note vs. 5 is one of the most difficult verses to translate in all of the New Testament. 
This is reflected in the various translations, which record it quite differently.  

 Commentator Douglass Moo offers two simple translations to consider.  
1. James is referring to God’s jealousy for his people: “God yearns jealously for the spirit that he has 

made to dwell in us” (New Revised Standard Version, English Standard Version) 
2. James is referring to the human tendency to be envious: “the spirit he caused to live in us envies 

intensely.” (New International Version) 
 
The strong words of warning and rebuke in Vv. 1-5 are the sweet, kind, and freedom giving truth. One 
must believe truth exists in order to understand how rebuke is a means of grace. 
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Grace in the Imperatives 
Vv. 6-10 

 He gives more grace. The response of the Almighty God to our pitiful failings is more grace. This is 
unexpected and surprising.  

 Sin has twisted us to naturally assume one of two other responses. In the face of our sinful rebellion 
we presume God will either offer judgement or license. Judgement being the absence of grace and 
license being the abuse of it. We do not assume true grace is for us.  

 Yet those who want true grace from God, they must go in the right way to obtain it. They must not 
only consider what God is willing to give but also consider what God says. He offers not only the 
promises but also the commands. 

 God opposes the proud. Pause for a moment and consider having the all-powerful God of the 
universe in direct opposition to you. This is frightening.  

 Proverbs 11:2 “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom.” 
 
Commentator Thomas Manton on Pride: 
“Other sins are more hateful to men, because they bring disgrace and have more baseness in them, 
whereas pride seems to have a kind of bravery to it. But the Lord hates pride because it is a sin that sets 
itself most against him. Other sins are against God’s laws; this is against his being and sovereignty. Pride 
not only withdraws the heart from God but lifts it up against God. Other sins disturb reason; pride humors 
it. Pride first blinds the mind, then arms the affections; it puts our judgement to sleep, and then awakens 
anger.” 
 

 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Submission to God means He is King. He is ruler of life. His 
word, his commands are the guidebook for life. All opinions and feelings are subservient. The world’s 
critique or personal offense carry no weight to change reality. 

 
Augustine – 1600 years ago 
“Humility is the foundation of all the other virtues hence, in the soul in which this virtue does not exist 
there cannot be any other virtue except in mere appearance.”  
 

 Without true humility all other virtues are but a façade. Like masks we wear for the applause and 
approval of others.  

 We must reckon with our sin problem. As Christians we still have one and there is a good chance that 
it is worse than we think. But understanding our sin is a blessing of grace. Understanding the gravity 
of our sin, acknowledging the war within our souls, puts us in the right posture to receive more grace. 

 There is the grace in the admonishment. There is the grace in the imperatives. Our call to response is 
in verse 10, Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  


