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Part 7 – Denying the Faith 
 
James 2:1-7 
James pleads his case against the sin of partiality or playing 
favorites. The sin of partiality is treating people differently based 
upon outward or fleshly considerations for the sake of gaining 
worldly advantage. It was a sin in James’ day and continues to be 
in our own. It is a sin at which the world excels. But what of the 
church? Do we not struggle with the temptation to show special 
honor to those who we believe will provide us with the best 
advantages? Are we not tempted to give the seat of honor to the 

rich man while ignoring the one who is poor? Here James connects the sincerity of our faith in Jesus with 
how we treat those the world tends to marginalize.  
 

Two Glories  
Vv. 1-4 

 Vs 1 – By referring to Jesus as “the Lord of Glory” James prompts us to ask what sort of glory we will 
value. Will we value the glory revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ who took on the form of a servant? Who, 
for our sake made himself poor? Who endured mocking, shame, and even death? Will we value the glory 
revealed in Jesus who welcomed the poor and children? Who treated with dignity the world’s castoffs? 
We know the glory of God as it is revealed in Jesus Christ precisely because, though he was rich, yet for 
our sake he made himself poor (2 Corinthians 8:9). Jesus came to us, taking upon himself, our pitiable 
condition (Hebrews 2:14). He took upon himself our curse (Galatians 3:13). It was in the face of Jesus 
Christ in whom the Father “shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God” (2 
Corinthians 4:6). When we were poor, blind, and naked in our sin, it was Jesus Christ who called us, in 
him, to be rich, clothed in garments of his own purity, blessed with renewed sight (Revelation 3:17-18).  

 James is not calling for radical egalitarianism where appropriate expressions of honor are no longer given 
to, for instance, the elderly. Children are to still honor their parents. Husbands are still to love their wives 
sacrificially and wives are to submit to their husbands (Ephesians 5:22ff). The elders of the church are to 
be obeyed (Hebrews 13:17). What is being condemned here is not proper expressions of honor but 
cynical partiality on the basis of fleshly concerns for the sake of personal gain.  

 In James’ day there was a social stratification which would seem very odd to most Americans. There 
were social lines you simply did not cross. This sort of social class structure is seen in the Hindu caste 
system in India which, because of the doctrine of karma, treats untold millions of people as untouchable 
and abandons them to poverty. In Puritan New England it was not uncommon for wealthy parishoners to 
own their own pews in the choicest spots in the sanctuary while the poorer members were relegated to 
seats near the back.  

 Vs. 4 – James concludes that if we force distinctions on people on the basis of outward, fleshly concerns; 
if we show partiality toward the rich because they are rich and treat the poor as lesser in value then we 
have set ourselves up as “judges with evil thoughts.” At that point we have chosen the world’s glory over 
the glory of the Lord Jesus. The challenge before us is “whether we put the Lord’s glory first in our scale 
of values or whether, all the time or from time to time, we allow ourselves rather to be led by  the standards 
of this world as to what is worthy and worth-while.”1 

 

Rich and Poor 
Vv. 5-7 

 Vs. 5 – Jesus’ ministry was scandalous in part because the poor “heard him gladly” while the upper 
echelons of society were largely immune to his appeal and were often offended by the fact that he 
associated so readily with what they regarded as the dregs of society. He didn’t limit his ministry to the 
poor, but they got more of his time and attention than the rich and powerful did. James’ point is obvious 
and simple: Since the Lord regards people as fundamentally the same and is indifferent to worldly and 
temporary distinctions between them, then his people ought to do likewise.  

                                                           
1 Alec Motyer, The Message of James, TBST (Downers Grove: IVP, 1985) p. 85 
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 Vs. 7 – Though most were poor it seems as though some in the Jerusalem church possessed status or 
wealth sufficient to tempt them to look down on those less fortunate than themselves. James’ point is that 
it hardly makes sense to give special honor to the very ones who are persecuting you. 

 Such blunt appraisals are very much a part of James’ writing. And this is once again where James is very 
much like the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. That is, there are times when James writes general 
truths not intended to be taken as invariable laws. For example, we should not take James’ words to 
mean that the rich are invariably wicked because of their wealth. Nor should we take him to mean that 
the poor are invariably righteous because of their poverty. The architects of Liberation Theology which 
sprung from Marxist Critical Theory were wrong in making this very assessment.  

 In the first few centuries after Pentecost the church was sustained in part through the generosity of its 
wealthy converts. The ministries of Jesus and the Apostles were at times sustained by wealthy 
benefactors. And, indeed, the Bible commends wise investment, honors property ownership, and offers 
positive examples of those with significant resources who practiced great generosity. Abraham was and 
remained a wealthy man by the blessing of God. Likewise, Job, a righteous man was also wealthy. Think 
also of Lydia, a successful business woman and convert from Thyatira (Acts 16:14). The Lord was buried 
in an expensive tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea, one of his followers. It is clear from the letters of 
Paul that there were wealthy men and women in the churches he had founded. There were slaves, but 
there were slave holders as well. All that to say, we must not make the very error James is warning 
against simply from the opposite direction. We must also remember that riches can be deceiving and 
those whom the Lord has blessed with significant resources must post a continuous watch over their 
hearts against idolatry or misplaced faith. Indeed, by treating the poor as of less value than the rich we 
“blaspheme the honorable name by which [we] were called” (vs. 7).  

 

Theology Applied: 
1. Consider the example of Jesus.  

 “We have misunderstood our status – as if it were our position to sit in judgment on others; and we have 
trust in our own judgment – as if, by ourselves, we could make a true and accurate assessment. On the 
contrary, James teaches by a clear implication that in both status and judgment the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is himself the Lord of Glory, must reign supreme. As to how we accept others, we must ask how he 
appraises others…As to how we act towards others, we must ask how he would act toward them. Our 
values, priorities and activities must ever be governed by the definition of true glory displayed in the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.”2 

 
2. Consider the mind of God. 

 Vs. 5 – God chooses not on the basis of worldly wealth, wisdom, or status (1 Corinthians 1:26-29). God 
sees through it all and beholds us as we truly are: poor, blind and naked without hope in the world. This 
is the spiritual condition of every human outside of Christ. Regardless of how competent, wealthy, or 
beautiful, men and women are lost and without hope apart from Christ. They are prey to the enemy who 
steals, kills, and destroys. So let us never be deceived into thinking that worldly wealth, intelligence, or 
outward beauty exempts anyone from their spiritual poverty.  

 
3. Consider often who you were and are.  

 We who have turned in faith to Jesus Christ have done so in part out of the realization of our own spiritual 
poverty. We have reckoned with our sin and concluded that we are bereft of anything within ourselves 
that could merit salvation. Nevertheless, in his sovereign love, God has made us alive in Jesus Christ by 
taking our curse upon himself and dying, in the most humiliating way, as a criminal at the hands of wicked 
men. The Lord impoverished himself for our sake. And because of what the Lord has done for us we 
have taken on his “honorable name” (vs. 7). We are Christian. We are no longer in our sin. We are no 
longer God’s enemies. Rather we are his friends, even his sons and daughters. The name of the Lord of 
Glory has been emblazoned upon us. How can we then ever retreat into worldly judgments? How can we 
be tempted to dishonor the honorable name of Jesus by forgetting who we were and what he has done 
for us?  

 

                                                           
2 Motyer, p. 86 


