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Small Group Sermon Study Guide 
 

 

“Joy in Trials” 
 

 

Introductions 
 
Share individual introductions and have each person 

answer an icebreaker question. 

 

Church News 

 

Share any weekly church announcements to stay 

connected to the greater body of the church.  

 

A Song of Praise 

 

Open your time reading aloud or singing this song.  
 

Jesus I My Cross Have Taken 

 

Jesus, I my cross have taken, 

All to leave and follow Thee. 

Destitute, despised, forsaken, 

Thou from hence my all shall be. 

Perish every fond ambition, 

All I’ve sought or hoped or known. 

Yet how rich is my condition! 

God and heaven are still my own. 

 

Let the world despise and leave me, 

They have left my Savior, too. 

Human hearts and looks deceive me; 

Thou art not, like them, untrue. 

O while Thou dost smile upon me, 

God of wisdom, love, and might, 

Foes may hate and friends disown me, 

Show Thy face and all is bright. 

 

Man may trouble and distress me, 

‘Twill but drive me to Thy breast. 

Life with trials hard may press me; 

Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 

Oh, ’ tis not in grief to harm me 

Life with trials hard may press me; 

Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 

Oh, ‘tis not in grief to harm me 

While Thy love is left to me; 

Oh, ‘twere not in joy to charm me, 

Were that joy unmixed with Thee. 

 

 Go, then, earthly fame and treasure, 

Come disaster, scorn and pain 

In Thy service, pain is pleasure, 

With Thy favor, loss is gain 

I have called Thee Abba Father, 

I have stayed my heart on Thee 

Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; 

All must work for good to me. 

 

Soul, then know thy full salvation 

Rise o’er sin and fear and care 

Joy to find in every station, 

Something still to do or bear. 

Think what Spirit dwells within thee, 

Think what Father’s smiles are thine, 

Think that Jesus died to win thee, 

Child of heaven, canst thou repine. 

 

Haste thee on from grace to glory, 

Armed by faith, and winged by prayer. 

Heaven’s eternal days before thee, 

God’s own hand shall guide us there. 

Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 

Hope shall change to glad fruition, 

Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 
 

Henry Lyte, 1825 
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Have someone open your time in prayer. 

 

Study 

 

[Reminder: This guide utilizes the Sunday sermon 

notes. Please refer to those notes as needed.] 

 

Ask someone to read aloud James 1:2-4. 

 

Q: Based on the sermon, what sort of trials were the 

original readers of James’ letter enduring?  

 

Q: What is James’ exhortation to his brothers and 

sisters? What does James not tell us to do, or rather, 

what would you have expected James to say? 

 

Q: Why is it hard for you to follow God’s command 

here in this text when you endure a trial? Explain. 

 

Q: James speaks about trials of “various kinds.” What 

are different types of trials? Make a list. 

 

Q: What type of trial is most relevant to you today? 

 

Q: We learned that steadfastness is “faith stretched 

out.” Share a time when a trial stretched your faith. 

 

Q: What is the greater purpose to our trials as 

Christians, and why is this truth comforting to you? 

 

Q: What are ways to protect our hearts in trials so that 

we do not become bitter and unbelieving? 

 

It was said, “There is a faith-filled sorrow which 

carefully assesses the sad consequences of sin without 

abandoning the legitimate cause for joy in the life of the 

Christian.”   

 

Q: When have you had genuine joy in the midst of 

deep sorrow and lament?  

  

 

 

Q: Any other questions or comments? 

 

Prayer 
 

Share prayer requests and pray. 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

  


