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Week 5 | Apologetics I 
 

Class Outline 

 

 Families of Apologetics Revisited  

 How God relates to Humanity: The Creator-Creature 

Distinction  

 The Great Antithesis  

 

Families of Apologetics Revisited 

 

1. Those that stress the uniqueness of the Christian experience 

 

2. Those that stress natural theology as the point at which apologetics begins.  

 

3. Those that stress revelation as the foundation upon which apologetics must be built.   

 

 

Our role as ambassadors calls us to defend Christianity to the world for two big reasons: 

 

1. It asks questions about life that only Christianity can answer: 

 

Who am I?  What is my purpose in life?  Why do bad things happen to good people?  How 

can you believe that only one religion is true? Why is there evil? What is suffering, love 

and free choice? How can a good God allow suffering?... 

 

2. It’s not asking the questions it should be asking about reality because they are actively 

bargaining away the critical questions with triviality. 

 

It’s all relative. If its good for you, I’m happy for you. I just want to be free from pain. I 

want to be rich. Power is what matters. We can save the world by doing X. Who cares! The 

Bible contains all these contradictions! … 
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The Creator-Creature Distinction 

 

All things are dependent (contingent) on the living God. God plainly reveals to humanity his eternal 

power and divine attributes so that we know of his presence and depend upon him in all things. The 

Triune Personal God is not dependent upon us in any way whatsoever. God is independent of us even as 

he controls all things. Since God is self-existent he does not need us but we always need him. He has 

always been and all that exists comes from him. This means we are as his creatures are dependent upon 

him for everything.  

 

As dependent creatures, the chasm between God 

and man is impossible to bridge unless God 

willingly chooses to move across it towards his 

creature. He has to reveal himself. He does this 

revealing work by way of covenant. God 

condescends in order for us to know him and to 

ultimately have a relationship with him. As 

dependent humans we rely on the Lord for a 

proper standard of right and wrong, for wisdom, 

for knowledge, for history, for everything! It is 

illogical and incoherent to argue for any truth 

claims when you have no objective standard to 

claim your assertion upon. The only right standard 

is the Triune God. 

 

Scripture teaches that God reveals himself in two 

distinct ways.  

 

General Revelation.  

 

“…the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the 

goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable…” (WCF 1:1) 

 

General Revelation does not save anyone, but God communicates truths to humanity concerning his 

presence through the things that are created, namely his eternal power and divine nature. The entire 

world (all things seen) bear witness to God’s beauty, complexity, goodness, design and usefulness. 

Additionally, through God’s Covenant of Works, humans are image bearers born with God’s law written 

on their hearts.  

 

However, on account of the fall of Adam (Rom 5) there is a problem. All people are born in sin and are 

living spiritually dead, such that they actively suppress the truth that they ought to live obediently and 

dependently upon God in all things (Rom 3:10-18). Their consciences are distorted by sin (1 Cor 8:7, 10; 
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10:29; 1 Tim 4:2; Titus 1:15) such that they have conflicting thoughts, calling bad good, and sometimes 

excusing themselves from wrong behavior.  

 

Additionally their own bodies are subject to futility and decay (Rom 8:20). The living fruit of unbelievers 

is their worship of the creation rather than the Creator. This is the great antithesis between believers 

and non-believers. The unbeliever then has to make a system for oneself that replaces God as the 

reference point and places themselves on the throne. In doing this, the non-believer creates a 

worldview that is bankrupt because ultimately, all rationale for knowledge, morality, is dependent upon 

the objectivity of God not man.   

 

Biblical Anthropology (for the non-Christian) 

Born in sin (Jn 9:34; Ps 51:5) 

No one is righteous (Rm 1:18; 3:10) 

No one understands (Rm 3:11) 

Futile in thinking (Rm 1:22) 

Do not seek God (Rm 3:11) 

Suppress the Truth (Rm 1:18) 

They know God only through General Revelation (Rm 1:19-20) 

Moral law of God in their hearts (Rom 2:14-15) 

 

Special Revelation 

 

Special Revelation will save those whom God has predestined to save by way of his word alone, applied 

by the Holy Spirit. The Westminster Confession of Faith opens with the following:  

 

[General Revelation] Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so 

far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet are they 

not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of his will, which is necessary unto salvation. 

[Special Revelation] Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal 

himself, and to declare that his will unto his church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and 

propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the church against the 

corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto 

writing: which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of God’s 

revealing his will unto his people being now ceased (1:1). 

 

Scripture then carries the full authority of God himself. And because God is infallible (incapable of error), 

the Holy Scriptures are inerrant (without error). His word alone gives us a right worldview to see 

everything else. It is the objective standard for all of life. And for believers, we see and understand this 

truth of Scripture because by the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit we now have the new lenses of 

biblical faith. These “new glasses” from God allow us see all of life as it ought to be seen.  
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The Great Antithesis 

 

So we return to the statement of Cornelius Van Til from last week who stated:  

 

The central part of our witness to men is that, in the pride of their hearts, they worship and 

serve the creature more than the Creator. The natural man must be challenged in his assumed 

autonomy. All men know not merely that a God exists, but they know that God, the true God, 

the only God, exists. Yet these same men to whom we must testify that they know God, must 

also be told that they do not know God.  Those whom God loved with an everlasting love, he at 

the same time regards as objects of wrath because of their sin. The Bible tells us that all men as 

they know God know the difference between good and evil. In this sense the law of God is 

written in his heart. At the same time the Bible says to these men that they do not have the law 

of God written in their hearts. According to the promise of God to Jeremiah he will write his law 

upon the hearts of his people. 

 

Assumed autonomy 

 

Autonomy (auto-nomos)  

Self-governing; a law unto self 

 

 

                 Assumed Autonomy (unbelief) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is True 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two meanings of “having the law written our hearts”: 

 

 

1. He says that people, by nature, both know God and don’t know God and that they, by nature, 

also have the law written on their heart and don’t have the law written on their heart. 

2. He also says that other people, by the work of the Spirit, know God (in the way that the first 

group doesn’t) and have the law written on their heart (in the way that the first group doesn’t). 

 

 

 

Man 

COSMOS 

Man 

COSMOS 

God 
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Scriptural Support 

 

Romans 1:18-32 

 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 

world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 

thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened...32 Though they know God’s righteous decree 

that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 

those who practice them.”   

 

1) All people “know” the God of the Bible. 

2) All people know God, not through investigation, because God has shown it to them.   

3) God is known - look at the descriptive language here - plainly, clearly, without excuse. 

4) It’s not that they don’t know God, it’s that they suppress what they clearly know to be the 

case. They choose not to honor or give thanks to the one they clearly know exists. 

 

A second sense in which people “don’t know” the God of the Bible. 

 

John 15:18-21 

 

8 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the 

world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 

you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: 

‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If 

they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on 

account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.  

 

Walking Contradictions 

 

They presuppose that the God who is truly there (The Triune God) is not there at all. It’s the great lie of 

unbelief. They believe that they don’t need the Triune God to make sense of their world. They find a 

way to deny the God they need to truly make sense of their worldviews.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:12-16 

 

10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, 

even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 

which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 
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Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by 

human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 

and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual 

person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the 

mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.   

 

 

Romans 2:12-15 

 

12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have 

sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are 

righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who 

do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even 

though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their 

hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 

excuse them  

 

Ezekiel 36:25-28 

 

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 

from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 

put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 

flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful 

to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my 

people, and I will be your God. 29  

 

 

In summary… 

 

There is a knowledge of God that leads to condemnation and also a law written on hearts that leads to 

condemnation, and these are what all people, by nature, have within them. 

 

But, there is a knowledge of God that leads to eternal life and also a law written on hearts that leads to 

eternal life, and these are what God’s chosen people have within them. This is the law given to those 

called out of the world (Covenant of Grace).  

 

Thus, either you are a Christian or you are not. There is no in-between. There is no middle “neutral” 

ground to stand on.   

 


