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Part 53 – Faithful in Life and Death  
 

Genesis 25-1-8     
The story of Abraham is the story of a faithful man. The New 
Testament holds Abraham forth as an exemplary man of faith. But 
far more important than Abraham’s faithfulness is the faithfulness of 
God. Abraham was, like every other person, a sinner who needed 
a Savior. The account of his calling, his sojourn through the land, 

and, finally, his death is a canvass upon which God paints a picture of His own mercy and faithfulness.  
 
Abraham’s descendants (and some surprising details)  
Vv. 1-4, 12-18 

 It is possible that Abraham married Keturah following the death of Sarah. However, most commentators 
believe that the information about Keturah and her offspring with Abraham is intentionally placed here, 
out of chronological order (a not uncommon practice), so as to avoid disrupting the flow of the narrative. 
One argument in favor of Abraham having conceived children with Keturah during his marriage with Sarah 
was that he seemed convinced that his ability to conceive was long past by the time Sarah became 
pregnant with Isaac (17:17). If so, then the children he had with Keturah would have been born prior to 
Isaac and perhaps even Ishmael. Among scholars there is debate as to whether Keturah was a true wife 
or a concubine. It seems likely that the term “concubines” in verse 6 is applied to Keturah and Hagar. 
Their sons bear witness to the fact that Abraham did, even in his own lifetime, become a father of many 
nations just as God had promised.  

 The fact that Abraham, at some point, had concubines surprises and disappoints us because we want 
Abraham, the great man of faith, to have lived a completely monogamous life. It is quite possible that 
Abraham took Keturah as a concubine before the LORD called him out of Ur; well before he had become 
the great man of faith. Whatever the case, like other heroes of the Old Testament, Abraham had 
concubines. This was a sin common in their times and accepted by some of God’s own people. Though, 
it should be noted that the Mosaic law had not yet been given in Abraham’s day. This is a significant detail 
which must not be overlooked and we must judge Abraham charitably because of this.  

 Throughout her years, the church, has struggled to resist the spirit of the age. The early church often 
accepted the popular ascetic spirituality that denigrated the body and marriage. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries Presbyterians across the south (including a number of significant theologians and pastors) 
justified chattel slavery. In our own day materialism runs rampant in the church. The heresies of the 
prosperity “gospel” are merely a grotesque exaggeration of the more acceptable forms of materialism and 
love of money common among far too many Christians. We are often largely unaware of the dismal moral 
effect our culture has upon us. It blinds us and deafens us to the teaching of Holy Scripture.  

 
Isaac’s special status confirmed  
Vv. 5-6  

 While Abraham was careful to provide support for his other sons, Isaac alone was the child of promise. 
God’s covenant remained unalterable. The covenant line would carry on through Isaac no matter how 
many others may lay claim to the blessing. The special status given Isaac was not about human elitism 
but about God’s determination to save sinners in the only way in which they can be saved – by his promise 
of grace through faith alone (Romans 4:16-25). 

 God promised that there would be an ages long struggle between the “seed of the woman” and the “seed 
of the serpent” (Genesis 3:15). That struggle was manifest in the murder of Abel, the wickedness of 
Noah’s day, and the conflict in Abraham’s own household between Isaac and Ishmael. The struggle 
persisted until finally Jesus, the Divine Deliverer, crushed the head of the serpent on the cross. And while 
we wait for the final cessation of battle, the war was won on the cross (Colossians 2:13-15).  

 
The death of Abraham  
Vv. 7-8 

 By looking at the first 18 verses of chapter 25 you will notice that the account of Abraham’s death is 
bookended by genealogies. In verses 1-4 is a list of Abraham’s six sons by Keturah. In verses 12-18 are 
listed Ishmael’s twelve sons. Earlier, God changed Abram’s name, which means “father of a nation,” to 
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Abraham which means “father of nations.” As we know, there is an ultimate fulfillment of that promise 
which transcends Abraham’s biological heirs (Romans 9:6-13). But like so many of God’s promises to his 
Old Testament saints, the promise made to Abraham had a temporal fulfillment as well. The two 
genealogies recorded in verses 1-18 provide the evidence of the temporal fulfillment of God’s promise 
found in 13:16, 15:5, and 17:6. But those many sons were the down payment, so to speak, on the greater, 
eternal meaning of the promise which is being fulfilled in the world-wide church of Jesus Christ.  

 

 Consider what God has given to us through the life of Abraham: 
a) Justification by Faith Alone – Abraham “believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness” 
(Genesis 15:6).  

 Romans 4:1-3 

 Galatians 3:7-9 
b) Faith and Faithfulness – The fruit of genuine faith is faithfulness.  

 Hebrews 11:17-19 
c) Jesus Christ – Abraham’s greatest Offspring is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Galatians 3:16  
 
Theology Applied: 
1. Do not despair over the struggle to live a faithful life.  

 The record of Abraham’s sins and faltering faith are not preserved so that we may excuse such things 
but that we might not despair of our own sins and failings. To be sure, we desire to grow more faithful to 
the Lord. We desire to hate our sin and truly love what is holy. But such growth takes place in a world full 
of wickedness even as we ourselves continue to struggle with our own sin. The life of faith is filled with 
fits and starts. But sanctification is an ongoing, Divinely energized, progressively achieved reality. Just 
as with Abraham, God is working in you daily through largely ordinary means to conform you to the 
blessed image of His Son (Romans 8:29). When you sin, repent. You have an Advocate who intercedes 
on your behalf and has, himself, provided for your full redemption (Romans 8:34; 1 John 1:1-2).  

 
2. Do not despair over the certainty of death. 

 Abraham, like Sarah before him, was laid to rest in the Land of Promise. This highly symbolic act reminds 
us that God’s saints die within the firm grasp of his everlasting promise of salvation. And though death is 
the final enemy, it is the very enemy Jesus stripped of all its power when he rose in triumph over the 
grave; a triumph he extends to all of those who believe in him (1 Corinthians 15). So, rather than 
despairing over the certainty of death be comforted that God has numbered your days with all the care 
of a perfect Father and has secured you to himself in such a way that nothing, not even death, can 
separate you from his love (Romans 8:38-39). 

 
3. Determine to end well. 

 Abraham is one of those Old Testament saints who ended well. Of course, many others did not. Even 
great King David wandered into sin and was an unwise father. Moses was barred from entering the Land 
of Promise because of his failure at Meribah Kadesh (Numbers 20). But Abraham’s epitaph in verse 8 
indicates that he ended well. There is no rebuke from the LORD or words of regret. May it be that we 
would live lives so conformed to Jesus that our lives serve as living invitations to follow along (1 
Corinthians 11:1). As the Puritans urged, let us think on our death for the purpose of living wisely. And 
when we are laid in the grave may we leave behind us a testimony of having run the race well (2 Timothy 
4:6-8). 

 
4. Rejoice! Our God is faithful.  

 Throughout the accounts of the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) it is clear that whatever else 
changes, God’s commitment to his covenant does not. Indeed, the immutable nature of God’s covenant 
of grace is tied directly to His own immutability. God cannot change and thus, neither can his promises. 
The promise God made to Abraham to make from him a vast number of descendants was fulfilled 
temporally in Israel though Isaac and in the various other nations which arose from his other offspring. 
But that promise is being fulfilled in its fullest sense in the church of Jesus Christ made up of men and 
women from among all the nations. If you are a Christian then you are the fruit of that gracious promise. 


