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Week 4 | Evangelism’s Handmaiden: Apologetics 
 

Class Outline 

 

 Methods of Evangelism 

 Apologetics: Scripture’s Defense 

 Families of Apologetics  

 

 

 

 

 

Methods of Evangelism 

 

Q: What are methods of evangelism that you are aware of, and/or, have used in evangelism?  

 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Often the method is the emphasis, but we ought to test the method so that it’s submissive to 

Scripture. 

 

Tim Challies, pastor and writer located in Vancouver, writes:  

 

It is not difficult for a Christian to know if he has, indeed, evangelized. He has done so if he has 

proclaimed the message of sin, death, Savior and forgiveness. If he has done this he has 

evangelized successfully. He cannot and must not evaluate his efforts in the light of who 

responds to the message. [We can liken] the evangelist to the mailman. The mailman has 

fulfilled the obligation of his job when he has delivered the mail to me. The measure of success 
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in his job is to carefully and accurately deliver the message. How I respond to the letters I 

receive is none of his concern. And the same is true of the evangelist. He faithfully delivers the 

message and leaves the results to God.1 

 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologetics: Scriptures Defense 

 

What is apologetics?  

 

 avpologi,a (apologia)  
 

1. Defense  (Acts 25:16; Phil 1:7, 16; 2 Tim 4:16; 1 Pt 3:15)  
2. Answer, Reply (1 Cor 9:3)  

  

Why do apologetics? 

  
1) Scripture calls us to... 

   
ESV 1 Peter 3:14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil. 

  

ESV Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

 

2) It bolsters the faith of Christians…  

 

 
ESV Philippians 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in 

my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in 

the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for 

you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may 

abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may 

                                                           
1 Challies, Tim. https://www.challies.com/articles/calvinism-and-evangelism/ 
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approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled 

with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 

of God. 

 

Thomas the Apostle 

 

3) It advances the work of evangelism… 

 
ESV Acts 19:8 And he [Paul] entered the synagogue [in Ephesus] and for three months 

spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according 

to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 

power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 

against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ… 

 

 

Families of Apologetics 

 

1. Those that stress the uniqueness of the Christian experience2 

  

Emphasis is placed on the subjective (personal) religious experience. Since sin blinds the human soul and 

since God is as different as he is from humans, God can be known only through some supra-rational 

experience or “existential encounter.” These experiences are so profound or that unique that they 

themselves serve as the proof or defense.  

 

 

 

 

2. Those that stress natural theology as the point at which apologetics begins.  

  

This family of apologetics puts emphasis and great trust in human reason to discover religious 

knowledge. There is less emphasis on the effects of sin on an unbeliever’s knowledge (noetic effects of 

sin) and the transcendent God. Here, religious truths can be known and verified much in the same way 

scientific propositions are said to be known and verified. This family uses theistic proofs/arguments and 

historical evidences. The idea is that if you give them the enough proofs or evidences, they will convert. 

Or if you give them the right ones, then that will win them over.  

 

Examples include: Thomas Aquinas (13th C Dominican Priest), Lee Strobell (former atheist, Yale 

Grad) 

                                                           
2 Gundry & Cowan, Five Views on Apologetics, (Grand Rapids, MI) Zondervan: 2000. 9-11. 
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3. Those that stress revelation as the foundation upon which apologetics must be built.   

 

What do we mean by “Revelation?” Revelation is a divine act of God as Creator who moves toward his 

creation. Revelation is understood only through the living Triune God, who has revealed himself 

generally in his creation, and specially through his word. Scripture as God’s revelatory word explains 

anthropology and theology properly; therefore, Scripture must be our ultimate standard to defending 

the faith. Van Til says this:  

 

The central part of our witness to men is that, in the pride of their hearts, they worship and serve 

the creature more than the Creator. The natural man must be challenged in his assumed autonomy. 

All men know not merely that a God exists, but they know that God, the true God, the only God, 

exists. Yet these same men to whom we must testify that they know God, must also be told that 

they do not know God.  Those whom God loved with an everlasting love, he at the same time 

regards as objects of wrath because of their sin. The Bible tells us that all men as they know God 

know the difference between good and evil. In this sense the law of God is written in his heart. At 

the same time the Bible says to these men that they do not have the law of God written in their 

hearts. According to the promise of God to Jeremiah he will write his law upon the hearts of his 

people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our role as ambassadors calls us to defend Christianity to the world for two big reasons: 

 

1. Sometimes it asks questions about life that only Christianity can answer. 

2. Sometimes, it’s not asking the questions it should be asking about reality because they are 

actively bargaining away the critical questions with triviality. 


