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Your Word is Truth  
Part 4 – Inspiration and Authority 

  
The implications of whether the Scriptures 
are Divinely inspired, and therefore fully true 
and trustworthy, are sky high. Indeed, if the 
Bible cannot be relied upon to be the 
product of Divine inspiration then how can 
we believe what it proclaims about God, 
man, sin, or salvation? How can we trust it 
as a fully reliable guide in matters of ethics? 
As the great theologian and defender of the 
Bible’s inspiration B.B. Warfield wrote, “Are the New Testament writers trustworthy guides in 
doctrine? Or are we at liberty to reject their authority, and frame contrary doctrines for ourselves?” 
if we cannot trust the full inspiration of Scripture Warfield states that our approach to the Christian 
creeds may as well be that of “throwing them away.”1  
 
 

I. Inspiration  
The doctrine of the Scripture’s inspiration is not something which sprang up in the enlightenment 
or the modern era. It is an ancient doctrine and has been confessed throughout the history of the 
Christian church. Jesus and the Apostles approached the Scriptures with the presupposition that 
they were God’s very words and therefore to be trusted completely.  
 
A. Inspiration Defined 
The term inspiration is derived from the term θεόπνευστος (“God-breathed”) from 2 Timothy 3:16. 
The doctrine of the Scripture’s inspiration is found throughout the Old and New Testaments. When 
the prophets spoke, they spoke the very words of God. Later, having been appointed by the Lord 
Jesus and superintended by the Holy Spirit, the apostles wrote the very words of God.  
 
"Inspiration is the supernatural and providential influence of God's Holy Spirit upon the human 
authors which caused them to write what He wished to be written for the communication of truth 
to others." - J.I. Packer  
 
“[Inspiration is] God’s continued work of superintendence, by which, his providential, gracious and 
supernatural contributions having been presupposed, he presided over the sacred writers in their 
entire work of writing, with the design and effect of rendering that writing an errorless record of 
matters he designed them to communicate, and hence constituting the entire volume in all its 
parts the Word of God to us.”2  - Hodge & Warfield 
 
The doctrine of the Scripture’s inspiration is connected to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit who is the 
agent of inspiration. Dr. Michael Kruger has written: 

One of the most fundamental acts of the Spirit is how it inspired human authors to write 
precisely what God intended them to write. 2 Pet 1:21 is particularly clear in this regard: 
“No prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  It is this foundational work of the Spirit that allows 

                                                           
1 B.B. Warfield, The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield (10 vols.; New York: Oxford University Press, 1932) 1:170-226. 
2 A.A. Hodge & B.B. Warfield, Inspiration (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1881), pp. 17-18 
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us to affirm that the Scriptures are absolutely true in whatever they affirm.  When the 
Scriptures speak, the Holy Spirit speaks.  The author of Hebrews understood this so well 
that he even introduced a quotation of Scripture with the phrase, “The Holy Spirit says…” 
(Heb 3:7).3 

 
B. Two Qualities of Inspiration 
 
1) Plenary Inspiration  

 “Plenary” refers to the whole. So plenary inspiration speaks to the fact that the whole of Scripture 
inclusive of all its parts is inspired.  

 
2) Verbal Inspiration  

 The Divine inspiration of Scripture extends from its main 
ideas to the very words themselves. It is not enough to say 
that merely the main ideas of Scripture are inspired. Rather 
the very words given to the prophets and apostles (and their 
partners) were given by God.  

 
The plenary, verbal inspiration of Scripture affirms that “the 
Scriptures not only contain but ARE, THE WORD OF GOD, 
and hence that all their elements and all their affirmations are 
absolutely errorless, and binding the faith and obedience of 
men.”4 
 
C. What Inspiration is NOT 
The influence of liberal scholarship in the 19th and 20th 
centuries did much to erode the doctrine of the Scripture’s 
inspiration. Liberal scholars tended to view inspiration as 
primarily subjective. But the biblical doctrine of inspiration is 
fundamentally objective. Therefore, inspiration is not about 
the effect that Scripture has on its readers. “Inspiration does 
not describe something contained within the realm of subjective experience. The term, rather, 
predicates an objective quality of Scripture itself.”5 In other words, the doctrine of inspiration is not 
about the inspiring effect it has on the reader.  
 
Neither is inspiration a process by which God helped certain authors to grasp particular truths but 
left them to write in such a way that their human limits and errors are reflected in the text of 
Scripture. This view limits inspiration to some of the larger theological issues but holds that certain 
other accounts and claims are erroneous.  
 
These views fail to capture the extent of inspiration claimed in Scripture. Certainly, the human 
authors do not act as automatons having their personalities, skills, and experiences obliterated in 
the process of writing. However, the Holy Spirit so superintends the process of inspiration so that 
the very words themselves are the words of God. Not only are the doctrines and main ideas of 
the Bible given by God but so are the words which explain those doctrines and so too are the 
events in which those doctrines come to light. To imagine that inspired doctrines can be revealed 

                                                           
3 https://www.michaeljkruger.com/no-holy-spirit-no-scripture/  
4 Hodge & Warfield, Inspiration, 10 (emphasis original)  
5 Guy Prentiss Waters, For the Mouth of the Lord Has Spoken (Great Britain: Christian Focus, 2020) p. 74 

https://www.michaeljkruger.com/no-holy-spirit-no-scripture/
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through uninspired words means that we have no more “certainty for the foundation of our faith 
as is guaranteed by the natural competency of the human authors, and neither more nor less. 
There would be no divine guarantee whatever. The human medium would everywhere interpose 
its fallibility between God and us…If the words were not wholly God’s, then there teaching would 
not be wholly God’s.”6 
 
 
D. Key Passages 
1) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
"All Scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, [17] that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work."  

 “All Scripture" (plenary inspiration) – Every part of and idea within the Bible is inspired. 

 “God Breathed" (verbal inspiration) – The specific words of Scripture are inspired, not just the 
broad ideas. 

 
2) 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you believers.” 
 
3) 2 Peter 1:19-21  
[19] And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts, [20] knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 
own interpretation. [21] For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 "men spoke…" – In inspiration, God leaves intact the agency, personality, perspective, and gifts 
of the human writers.  

 “…from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” – God superintended the process of 
inspiration in such a way that the human authors wrote just as God had willed.  

 
Jesus and the Old Testament… 
Luke 16:16-17 

[16] “The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the 
kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. [17] But it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void.” 

 
Luke 16:31 

“He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”  

 
John 10:35 – “…and Scripture cannot be broken…” 
 
Throughout his ministry Jesus quoted from, preached, and taught the Hebrew Scriptures. He 
repeatedly emphasized the divine origins and final authority. He uses the Old Testament to 
establish his authority as the Son of God. He affirms the binding authority of God’s moral law (the 
Ten Commandments) and the two greatest commandments which sum up that law. 
 

                                                           
6 J.I. Packer, Fundamentalism and the Word of God (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1958) p. 90 
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II. Authority 
 
It follows that since the Scriptures are the product of plenary and verbal inspiration, they are 
possessed of the authority of the One who inspired them. When God speaks he speaks, by 
definition, authoritatively. Therefore, the Scriptures, being God’s speech, carry his full authority.  

 2 Peter 1:19-21 

 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 
The Scripture’s authority is due to the fact that it is the very word of God. God speaks to his people 
by means of his word. Therefore, when the Scriptures speak, God speaks. Because of this there 
is a proper posture of reverence that the Christian is to take before God’s Word. The Scriptures 
are not simply words on a page. The Bible is not just a good book or even the best book. God has 
invested himself into his written word so that through his word the lost are brought to life and his 
people are sustained in the faith.  
 
The relationship between God and the words he speaks… 
Perhaps you have heard it said that the Bible is only the menu, God is the meal. Certainly the 
Bible is not a magical talisman. But it most certainly is special; more so than many of us realize. 
We cannot so separate God from his word that we fail to understand God’s own view of his word. 
Indeed, there is a remarkably close relationship between God and the words he speaks. We see 
this close relationship established in the first three chapters of Genesis. Even prior to the fall, God 
related to his people in large measure by his word. As Adam 
and Eve obey God’s Word they remain in relationship to him. 
When they disobey God’s word they fracture that relationship. 
How we respond to God’s words is an analogue to how we 
respond to him.  
 
Timothy Ward writes: 

Thus (we may say) God has invested himself in his words, 
or we could say that God has so identified himself with his 
words that whatever someone does to God’s words 
(whether it is to obey or to disobey) they do directly to God 
himself…The point is not that God has ‘reached down’ to 
invest an inanimate object with a reflection of his divine 
powers, such as the ark or the tablets as objects in their 
own right have the power to bring blessing or judgment; this 
is not a question of magical ‘holy’ objects…Instead God has 
in reality so linked himself with the words inscribed on the tablets in the ark that he is, in 
some sense, present in those words…Scripture makes the point quite clearly that God’s 
words in some way convey his presence…God chooses to use words as a fundamental 
means of relating to us, we must presume, because the kind of relationship he chooses 
to establish cannot be established without them…Communication from God is therefore 
communion with God, when met with a response of trust from us.7 

 
 
 

                                                           
7 Timothy Ward, Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of God  (Downers Grove: IVP, 2009) pp. 27-
32 
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