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Part 52 – Life, Love, and the Providence of God 

 
Genesis 24:1-67  
The account of the Isaac’s pursuit of a bride and finding Rebekah 
(24:1-67) is the longest single episode described in the Book of 
Genesis. It demonstrates the Hebrew skill for painting vivid 
pictures with few words and charging otherwise ordinary 
experiences with theological significance. Of this passage Bruce 

Waltke writes: 
This masterful, romantic tale is a theological reflection on divine providence. On the story level, 
the scene presents the shift of Isaac’s patriarchy and the miraculous adventure that leads to 
Isaac’s marriage. On the theological level, the scene wrestles with the interplay of human 
responsibility and divine initiative. Artistically, the detailed style functions to create a charming 
and engaging tale. Theologically, the attention to detail suggests God’s providence is in the 
particulars.1 

 
Abraham sends out a servant to find Isaac a bride (vv. 1-9) 

• Sarah has died and now the aged Abraham must turn his attention to the need of his son Isaac to find a 
wife. Given this family’s place in redemptive history, a wife for Isaac is essential for the carrying forth of 
God’s gracious covenant. The promise of God is riding upon this marriage.  

• Abraham appoints a servant to go and find Isaac a wife among those inhabitants of the land who are 
God-fearers. Indeed, Abraham charges the servant with a solemn vow to not search either among the 
Canaanites or in the land of Ur, Abraham’s homeland. The Patriarch has the servant seal the vow in, 
what is to us, a peculiar way – “Put your hand under my thigh…” (vs. 2). The meaning of this gesture is 
most likely connected to the proximity of the servant’s hand to that portion of Abraham’s body which was 
marked with the sign of the covenant. The vow the servant takes is thus connected to the sign of God’s 
promise. Indeed, the continuing of the righteous seed depends upon this marriage.  

 
The Servant prays and Rebekah appears (vv. 10-27)  

• Vs. 12 – “he prayed” – This is the first recorded prayer for guidance recorded in the Scriptures. “Give me 
success” – The Hebrew literally reads, “make happen before me.” What may appear as chance to a 
casual observer is actually the unfolding providence of God.  

• Vs. 14 – “By this I will know” – The servant asks God for a sign. The request for a sign is not to be typical 
of Christian prayer. But the servant occupies a unique moment and mission in redemptive history. His 
request for a sign demonstrates his awareness of the seriousness of his task and his faith in the Lord’s 
guidance.  

• “Steadfast love” – A key word in the servant’s prayer. The Hebrew word, hesed entails covenant loyalty. 
The lesser partner in the covenant relationship depends upon the kindness of the initiator of the covenant. 
The basis of our confidence in God is his lovingkindness to us, his people (Isaiah 54:10).  

• The servant does not pray for miraculous signs. Rather he asks the Lord to guide him by means of 
ordinary circumstances. This is not a model given to Christians for how to pray. Since the end of the 
Apostolic era it has pleased the Lord to guide his people by means of the truth and wisdom imparted 
through his Holy Word (Hebrews 1:1-2).  

• Rebekah fits the servant’s prayer hand-in-glove. Not only do her actions fulfill the servant’s prayerful 
request, she proves to be a generous and godly woman. By offering to water the servant’s 10 camels, 
Rebekah committed to filling her 3-4 gallon water jug enough times to provide around 30 gallons of water 
per camel. Not only that, Rebekah was chaste and trusted in the Lord (vv. 16, 58). She is a gem. 

 
Rebekah’s family consents to the marriage (vv. 28-61)  

• Laban, who will later figure large in the life of Rebekah’s younger son Jacob, proves to be a slippery 
character in this event as well. Just as he will do in Jacob’s life, Laban seeks personal advantage here. 
Nevertheless, the persistence of the servant along with the consent of Rebekah carry the day. Not even 
Laban’s duplicity and materialism can derail God’s promise plan.  

 
1 Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001) p. 323 
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Isaac and Rebekah marry (vv. 62-67) 

• In an economy of words, the inspired writer crafts a beautiful depiction of the meeting of Isaac and 
Rebekah. Following the long journey, the gold adorned bride sees her God-ordained husband walking 
across a field toward her. The moment is charged with romance. The marriage was immediate and 
Rebekah takes her place as the matriarch of God’s covenant people. “And he loved her,” is the first such 
description in the Bible.  

 
Theology Applied:  
1. God’s providence promotes our faithful action.  

• Above all else, this passage is about God’s providence. Specifically, it is about his providence in directing 
all events including the actions of his human creatures toward the fulfillment of his covenant promise. We 
also see that God’s providence in no way inhibits the need for prayer and faithful action from his people. 
The servant is a model of faithful prayer and decisive action. His loyalty and wisdom are demonstrated 
by his “tactful request to Rebekah, his persuasive speech, and his refusal to be detained in his mission 
by an unscrupulous family.”2  

• God’s providence and the actions of his people are not mutually exclusive but harmonious. The familiar 
phrase “let go and let God,” does not find support in Scripture. A life of prayer and faithful obedience are 
in complete harmony with God’s sovereign providence. The servant of Genesis 24 who trusts God to 
guide him does not consider prayer and action to be in conflict with his trust.  

 
2. God’s providence promotes the goodness of marriage.  
a) Design 

• Like every passage of Scripture addressing or describing marriage, this text assumes that marriage can 
only be had between one man and one woman. Any other combination is unthinkable. Outside of 
salvation from sin, marriage is arguably God’s best gift to humanity. He designed marriage for 
companionship, mutual edification, and procreation (Genesis 1-2).  By God’s design, marriage is also an 
analogue of Christ’s relationship with the church (Ephesians 5:22ff). The one flesh union, complementary 
companionship, reproductive properties, and theological significance of the spousal relationship cannot 
be accomplished in any way other than marriage between one man and one woman.  

b) Chastity   

• We are told that Rebekah had not known a man. In other words, she was chaste. Chastity has been 
steadily decreasing in value among self-professed Christians. As marriage is increasingly delayed and 
worldliness increasingly adopted, a growing number of professing Christians find chastity pointless. But 
God’s Word is clear that sexual intimacy is a good gift to be enjoyed by a husband and wife within the 
blessed bonds of marriage. Outside of marriage, sexual intimacy becomes something which causes 
heartache, disease, alienation and even death.  

c) Love   

• That Isaac loved his wife is made clear in the passage. It is the first such mention in the Bible of a husband 
loving his wife. This is not because Isaac was the first man to love his wife. Rather, fitting with the romance 
of the passage Isaac’s love for Rebekah is appropriately highlighted. And it serves as a reminder that 
God intends marriage to be a satisfying delight to husband and wife.  

 
3. God’s providence promotes our comfort.  

• This story is all about God furthering his redemptive purposes in human history both through his own 
perfect timing and the faithfulness of his servants. But Isaac and Rebekah are not merely cogs in the 
wheels of God’s great plan of redemption (as good as that is!). They are also individuals whom God loves 
and cares for. This passage depicts God’s careful direction of two lives in ways which bless them. 
Sorrowing from the death of his beloved mother, Isaac is given a bride. Rebekah is given a husband. 

• The account of Isaac and Rebekah show us that God’s providence is in the details. In other words, our 
Heavenly Father who sovereignly directs all things according to the purpose of his will also cares about 
us. We are not pawns on a cosmic chessboard, nor are we mere details to be managed. We are our 
Father’s dearly loved children chosen by him in Christ before the foundations of the world.  

 

 
2 Ibid, 325 


