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Your Word is Truth  
Part 2 – Natural Revelation (cont.) 

 
“Men cannot open their eyes without being 
compelled to see him…[The] marks of his 
glory are so clear and so prominent that 
even unlettered or ignorant folk cannot 
plead the excuse of ignorance.” 
- John Calvin1 
 
“…the light of nature, and the works of 
creation and providence do so far manifest 
the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable…” 
- Westminster Confession of Faith 1.1 
 

 God’s revelation can be understood as consisting of two types of revelation: Natural and Special 
Revelation. “Natural” (or “general”) revelation and “special revelation” are both unerring and 
authoritative means of revelation from God but they are distinct in content, sphere, and 
purposes.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Content of Natural Revelation  
Through the things that he has made God reveals… 

 His existence (Romans 1:19). 

 That he is the creator of all things (Romans 1:20). 

 “His eternal power and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). 

 The distinction between God and his creation (Acts 17:24). 

 His Lordship over heaven and earth (Acts 17:25). 

 His independence and self-sufficiency (Acts 17:25). 

 That he is the source of all that we have (Acts 17:25). 

 His sovereignty over the lives and affairs of mankind (Acts 17:26). 

 His benevolence (Acts 14:17). 

 His moral law and justice (Romans 1:18-32; 2:14-15). 
 

 
The Reception of Natural Revelation     

“Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, 
in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.” 
(Ephesians 4:17-18) 

 

                                                           
1 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1:52 
2 Guy Prentiss Waters, For the Mouth of the Lord Has Spoken (Great Britain: Christian Focus, 2020) p. 19 

Natural revelation is “natural” because it is revelation from God that comes by way of natural 
phenomena in the course of human history. It is revelation from God which is generally 
observable by and comprehensible to humanity whether believing or not.  
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“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to 
be wise, they became fools… 
 
“because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen… 
 
“And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done.” (Romans 1:21-22, 25, 28) 

 

 In the preceding texts, the Apostle Paul addresses the impact of sin upon the human mind. 
Theologians refer to this negative impact as the “noetic effects” of sin. Noetic refers to the 
intellect or mental activity. In terms of natural revelation, the question is whether sin has so 
damaged humanity that men and woman are not able to know anything about God from the 
created order.  

 
Scripture addresses mankind’s reception of natural revelation in two senses: 
1. Sin has profoundly influenced humanity’s thinking.  

 While humans may certainly achieve great things and advance intellectually, sin has hampered 
his ability to properly perceive necessary truths concerning God and his works. Additionally, sin 
has left the human will in a state of opposition to God. For instance, otherwise intelligent people 
will prefer to believe the impossible or fantastical over believing in God. This opposition is also 
seen in the current gender revolution in which obvious biological facts are dismissed in favor of 
what is verifiably false.  

 Paul’s statements in Romans 1 and Ephesians 4 are only a few of the passages which address 
the noetic effects of sin. In other passages of Scripture we are told that unbelievers do “not 
know God” (1 Cor. 1:21; Gal. 4:8; 1 Thess. 4:5; 2 Thess. 1:8).  

 
2. Humans do know God.     

 It is stated plainly in Romans 1:21 that all humans, even unbelievers “know God.” This level of 
knowledge renders all humanity – including those who have not been evangelized – 
accountable to God (Romans 1:21; 28-32).  

 
So, do sinners know God or do they not?  

 In order to navigate this seeming contradiction we must understand the different ways in which 
the Scriptures speak of knowledge. One the hand, there is a kind of knowing which relates only 
to the reception of facts. In terms of the knowledge of God, sinners are able to perceive from 
the created order that God is. All human beings know God in this sense. God has given 
sufficient testimony in nature about his existence, his power, and his benevolence.  

 On the other hand, there is a kind of knowledge that speaks to the disposition of the heart. The 
sinner’s heart is set in stubborn opposition to God. So, while sinners can grasp God’s existence 
and power and benevolence from observing his works, they inevitably suppress this knowledge 
and twist the truth so that may refuse him the glory and allegiance which they know they owe 
him (Romans 1:18-25).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The truth of natural revelation and the noetic effects of sin do not suggest injustice on God’s part. 
God works in natural revelation that sinners “should seek God, in the hope that they might feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:27). 
“God’s patient delay of judgment is for the sake of providing time for sinners to repent (Romans 
2:4). It is no failure of God that sinners abuse his self-disclosure in nature. 
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The Purposes of Natural Revelation3         
1. Natural revelation provides an ongoing testimony of the character of God. 
 
2. Natural revelation helps to suppress sin in the world. 

 Having written his moral law upon the hearts of every man and woman God has graciously 
restrained sin so that the world is not nearly as wicked as it otherwise would be.  

 
3. Natural revelation renders man’s sin and unbelief inexcusable.  

 The conscience of the unbeliever is haunted by knowledge of his accountability to God (Romans 
2:15-16).  

 
4. The silence of natural revelation regarding redemption serves as a prompt for sinners to seek 
further revelation from God (Acts 17:27). 
 
5. Natural revelation “provides the necessary context within which special revelation is given and 
is to be understood by its recipients.”  
 
 
The Limitations of Natural Revelation  

 Natural revelation is divinely given and authoritative revelation. Nevertheless, there are certain 
objective limitations to what can be known through natural revelation.  

1. God does not choose to reveal everything about himself through natural revelation.  

 Certainly, God does not reveal everything about himself in special revelation. However, through 
natural revelation God does not reveal such vital truths as his Triunity, Christ’s atoning work on 
the cross, the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, etc. While God’s self-disclosure in natural 
revelation is unerring, it is incomplete.  

 While God certainly does reveal his benevolence through natural revelation, he only discloses 
his saving grace offered in the gospel through special revelation. One cannot intuit the gospel 
through natural revelation. This fact does not render the one who has not heard the gospel 
innocent before God for his ignorance of the gospel does not absolve him from this rejection of 
God’s self-disclosure through natural revelation. The lack of the special revelation given in the 
Scriptures does not absolve the sinner of his sin.  

 
2. Natural revelation offers no way of salvation for sinners. 

 In natural revelation sinners understand that God is, that they have a duty toward him, and that 
there is judgment for those who reject God (Romans 2:14-15). However, natural revelation 
does not provide the remedy for those who have sinned.  

 Jesus is the only way to salvation:  
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 

 The preaching of the gospel is the ordinary means by which sinners are saved: 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” (John 3:16-18) 
 

                                                           
3 Waters, pp. 35ff 
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For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21) 

 
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Romans 10:13-15) 

 
Westminster Larger Catechism… 
Q. 60. Can they who have never heard of the gospel, and so know not Jesus Christ, nor believe 
in him, be saved by their living according to the light of nature? 
A. They who, having never heard the gospel, know not Jesus Christ, and believe not in him, 
cannot be saved, be they never so diligent to frame their lives according to the light of nature, or 
the laws of that religion which they profess; neither is there salvation in any other, but in Christ 
alone, who is the Saviour only of his body the Church. 
(Rom. 10:14; 2 Thess. 1:8-9; Eph. 2:12; John 1:10-12; John 8:24; Mark 16:16; 1 Cor. 1:20-24; 
John 4:22; Rom. 9:31-32; Phil. 3:4-9; Acts 4:12; Eph. 5:23.) 
 
 
3. Natural revelation has not been committed to writing. 

 God has not given us an authoritative record by which to check errors in interpreting natural 
revelation. Only through the means of special revelation can man’s errors in interpreting natural 
revelation be corrected.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week… 
 

Special Revelation 
 
Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the 
goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to 
give that knowledge of God, and of His will, which is necessary unto salvation: therefore it pleased 
the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal Himself, and to declare that His will 
unto His Church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for 
the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the corruption of the flesh, and 
the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing; which maketh the 
Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of God's revealing His will unto His 
people being now ceased. 
- Westminster Confession of Faith 1.1 

“The Bible not only closes the door to salvation through non-Christian religions, but it also closes 
the door to salvation through the light of nature. Therefore, both the silence of natural revelation 
and the testimony of special revelation concur in denying salvation outside of Jesus Christ, by 
whom alone one may come to the Father” (John 14:6).1  
 


