
Covenant Presbyterian Church                                                                                                             Todd Pruitt 
Adult Sunday School 
 

Your Word is Truth  
Part 1 – Natural Revelation 

 
The doctrine of revelation refers to how God 
makes himself known by his word and 
works. Central to revelation is disclosure. 
God discloses to his creatures the truth 
about himself. The word “reveal” is derived 
from a Latin word meaning to “unveil.” 
Revelation is what happens when what was 
previously unknown is made known.  
 
The Bible’s doctrine of revelation depends 
upon several key realities: 

a) The reality of the supernatural. Christianity is an unabashedly supernatural religion. That 
is, it depends upon the fact that God created, upholds, and acts within his created order. 
 
b) God reveals himself. It has pleased God to make himself known in ways that allow his 
human creatures to rightly know him. He has made himself known both through his works of 
creation, the incarnate Christ, and by means of his Word (upon which our knowledge of Christ 
depends).  
 
c) God’s revelation is comprehensible. That which God has revealed about himself in creation, 
Christ, and the Word can be understood.  

 
“The idea of God making Himself known in acts of redemption and judgment and in prophetic, 
interpretative utterances pervades the Bible. It is not so much a biblical idea, as it is the biblical 
idea. Man is lost in his sinful ignorance unless and until God discloses Himself. Revelation is 
therefore gracious. Thus, to think of revelation as being essentially man's response to God, or as 
his insight into the ways of God, though a dominant viewpoint in much modern theology, is 
profoundly unbiblical.” (William Mounce)1 
 
 
The Biblical doctrine of Revelation requires at least three things: 
1. The Revealer  

 God is the Revealer who we know both through his works and his inspired Word. His is “a 
personal God, possessing the attributes of power, intelligence, and moral excellence. He is, in 
relation to the universe…at once immanent in, and transcendent to, the universe. God’s moral 
government over mankind and other intelligent creatures rewards and punishes them according 
to their moral character.”2 

 
2. The Recipients  

 Those who receive God’s self-revelation are his human creatures made in his own image and 
possessing intellectual and moral agency (Genesis 1:26-27; Romans 11:36). 

“God is a God who speaks, and his speaking is the declaration of his mind and 
will…Being exclusively formed in the divine image, man alone of earth’s creatures is 

                                                           
1 https://www.biblicaltraining.org/library/doctrine-revelation  
2 Guy Prentiss Waters, For the Mouth of the Lord Has Spoken (Great Britain: Christian Focus 2020) p. 15 

https://www.biblicaltraining.org/library/doctrine-revelation
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endowed with the faculty of rationality which enables him, as a reflector of the Creator’s 
rationality, to think and to plan and to speak.”3 

 Having created man and woman in his own image, God endowed humanity with the capacity to 
hear, understand, and respond to him.  

 However, God’s image-bearers, the recipients of his revelation are in a state of alienation from 
him by virtue of their sinfulness and acts of rebellion (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 4:18). The sin 
which has corrupted mankind is comprehensive in its reach. That is, men and women are 
impacted negatively by sin in every capacity: moral, spiritual, physical, emotional, intellectual, 
etc. As such humanity, left to itself, willingly resists God’s revelation (Revelation 1:18-21). 

 
3. The Content of Revelation  

 What God makes known about himself through his works and word is naturally resisted and 
denied by sinful humanity. In his grace, God tailors his revelation to mankind in his sinful state. 
Though God’s revelation often results in the greater condemnation of those who deliberately 
reject it, the highest goal of his revelation is redemptive. That is, the most basic goal of God’s 
self-revelation “is not to seal the condemnation of sinful recipients. At bottom, revelation is the 
benevolent expression of a God who is love (1 John 4:9). In revelation, God communicates 
Himself to His image-bearers.”4 

 The content of God’s self-revelation is both personal and propositional. That is, God offers us 
real knowledge of himself by showing us what he is like. In other words, there is no personal 
knowledge of God apart from those propositional truths about God. And this is at least part of 
the reason why God is chiefly known by way of intelligible speech. God relates to us and makes 
himself known to us by means of his words.  

 
 

Natural Revelation  
 

 God’s revelation can be understood as consisting of two types of revelation: Natural and Special 
Revelation. “Natural” (or “general”) revelation and “special revelation” are both unerring and 
authoritative means of revelation from God but they are distinct in content, sphere, and 
purposes.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Biblical Testimony to Natural Revelation    

 The Bible speaks clearly to God’s self-revelation in what he has made, that is, the natural order. 
The ways in which God reveals himself in nature are authoritative. The creation establishes 
beyond all reasonable doubt the existence of God as well as some of his attributes making 
mankind accountable for belief. The God revealed in natural revelation is the same God who 
reveals himself in the Scriptures more fully.  

 

                                                           
3 Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, The True Image: The Origin and Destiny of Man in Christ (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1989) p. 57 
4 Waters, p. 16 
5 Waters, p. 19 

Natural revelation is “natural” because it is revelation from God that comes by way of natural 
phenomena in the course of human history. It is revelation from God which is generally 
observable by and comprehensible to humanity whether believing or not.  
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Psalm 19:1-4  
 The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
 Day to day pours out speech, 
  and night to night reveals knowledge. 
 There is no speech, nor are there words, 
  whose voice is not heard. 
 Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
  and their words to the end of the world. 
 

 Even without words, the LORD testifies to himself in 
what he has made to the extent that the natural order 
“proclaims his handiwork.” The “proclamation” of 
creation is what Derek Kidner calls “the paradox of 
wordless speech.”6 Consider the power and clarity of 
God’s self-revelation in creation. Even without actual words, nature preaches to the existence 
and glory of God. The self-revelation of God in creation is so clear that David calls it 
“proclamation” and “speech.” From his observation of the created order mankind cannot help 
but know that God is. Natural revelation, therefore, is supernatural revelation. It is the testimony 
of God and therefore authoritative. That is, mankind is morally responsible for either accepting 
or rejecting natural revelation.  

 
Romans 1:18-23 

[18] For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. [19] For what 
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. [20] For 
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 
God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things.  

 

 The “for” which begins verse 19 indicates that God’s wrath now being revealed is in response 
to mankind’s rejection of and rebellion against God’s self-revelation in the creation.  

 The Apostle Paul teaches us at least 5 things about natural revelation in this passage.  
1. God is the agent of natural revelation – “…because God has shown it to them” (vs. 19). 
 
2. The world is the medium of natural revelation – “…in the things that have been made” (vs. 20). 
 
3. The existence and character of God is the content of natural revelation – “For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature…” (vs. 20). 
 
4. The extent of natural revelation is comprehensive in terms of human history and experience – 
“… ever since the creation of the world, in the things which have been made” (vs. 20).  

 From the very beginning of creation and across the whole scope of creation mankind has 
received God’s self-revelation in nature.  

                                                           
6 Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72 (TOTC; Downers Grove: IVP, 1973) p. 98 
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5. Natural revelation is effective to make mankind accountable to God. – “For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them…have been clearly perceived…” 
(vv. 19, 20).  

 The efficacy of natural revelation lies not in man’s ability to perceive but in God’s power to make 
himself known through what he has made. Natural revelation is supernatural, divine revelation. 
As a result, men are “without excuse” for their unbelief. Indeed, unbelief is a deliberate sin and 
not the result of a lack of evidence. God’s self-disclosure in the things that he has made is so 
effective in revealing his existence and glory that it can be said that all people “know God” (vs. 
21).  

 
Romans 2:12–16 

[12] For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who 
have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. [13] For it is not the hearers of the 
law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. [14] For 
when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a 
law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. [15] They show that the work 
of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their 
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them [16] on that day when, according to 
my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 

 

 Paul addresses Gentiles here in contrast to Jews who have the Torah, the Scriptures. Even 
though the Gentiles lack the Scriptures they “by nature do what the law requires” (vs. 14). 
“Gentiles, who lack the written, inscripturated Word of God, nevertheless do what the Word 
commands. Furthermore, they do it ‘by nature,’ as a function of their created humanity. It is in 
this way that they are ‘a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law’ (vs. 14). All 
human beings have access to and are under the authority of God’s ‘law.’ The Jews access that 
law through special revelation. Non-Jews have access to it by another means.”7 

 Gentiles, without the written word of God, nevertheless access its truth by virtue of the fact that 
“the work of the law is written on their hearts” (vs. 15). The “law” Paul makes reference to is 
almost certainly the core of God’s everlasting moral law, that is the 10 Commandments.  

 
Acts 14:14–18 
[14] But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed 
out into the crowd, crying out, [15] “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of 
like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to 
a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. [16] In past 
generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. [17] Yet he did not leave himself 
without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying 
your hearts with food and gladness.” [18] Even with these words they scarcely restrained the 
people from offering sacrifice to them.  
 

 This is from the account of Paul and Barnabas ministering in Lystra. After preaching, the Apostle 
Paul healed a man who had been born crippled. Amazed by this, the Lystrans concluded that 
Paul and Barnabas must be Zeus and Hermes. The pagans of Lystra began worshipping the 
two men, even preparing to make sacrifices to them. Grieved by this, Paul and Barnabas 
interceded by strongly rebuking and instructing them (vv. 15-17).  

                                                           
7 Waters, p. 25 
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 Paul and Barnabas appeal to natural revelation in their correction of the Lystrans. Specifically, 
Paul directs them to consider God’s providence over all creation including humanity. God’s self-
revelation in the created order is a “witness” to his existence and character.  

 
Acts 17:22–31 
[22] So Paul, standing in the 
midst of the Areopagus, said: 
“Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are 
very religious. [23] For as I 
passed along and observed 
the objects of your worship, I 
found also an altar with this 
inscription: ‘To the unknown 
god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. [24] The God 
who made the world and 
everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not 
live in temples made by man, 
[25] nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. [26] And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries 
of their dwelling place, [27] that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward 
him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, [28] for 
 “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
 as even some of your own poets have said, 
 “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
  
 [29] Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. [30] The 
times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, [31] because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.”  

 

 In Acts 17 Luke records the account of Paul’s ministry in Athens. Specifically, we learn of Paul’s 
invitation to speak before the intellectual elites of Athens on Mars Hill at the Areopagus. The 
Areopagus was both a location and a gathering of some of the most important citizens of Athens. 
Specifically, these “men of Athens,” were the chief guardians of the philosophical traditions and 
cultural inheritance of the city.  

 Paul uses a temple in the city dedicated to “an unknown god” as a way to frame his address 
(vs. 23). This blind reaching by the Athenians to not miss any overlooked gods allows Paul to 
speak into their confusion.  

 First, Paul explains the truth about God (vv. 24-25).  
o God is the Creator of all things (vs. 24).  
o God is the Sustainer of all things (vs. 25). 
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o God is entirely self-sufficient and therefore is not confined to man-made structures nor is 
he dependent upon the largess of his human creatures (vv. 24, 25). 

 Second, Paul addresses the truth about mankind (vv. 26-28). 
o Mankind is the creation of God and has common ancestry in the first man Adam (vs. 26). 
o Mankind’s movements upon the earth have been sovereignly directed by God (vs. 27). 
o God’s sovereign rule over the lives and movements of mankind serves to prompt them to 

seek him out (vs. 27).  
o Even the pagan writers of the day acknowledge the nearness of God to humanity (vs. 28). 

 Having been created by God, no one should worship idols. Possessing the knowledge of God 
from natural revelation, mankind is morally accountable for his idolatry. He knows that the idols 
fashioned in his mind and by his hands are lifeless. Paul even uses quotes from pagan sources 
to prove his point that men and women cannot escape the knowledge of God.  

 
 
 
NEXT WEEK… 
 
The Content of Natural Revelation  
 
 
 
The Sphere of Natural Revelation     
 
 
 
The Purposes of Natural Revelation         
 


