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Part 50 – The God Who Provided the Lamb 
 
Genesis 22:9-24 
Abraham leading his beloved son Isaac up the hill in Moriah 
is an agonizing scene. There is an evident tenderness 
between the old father and his son. This only heightens the 
pain of the account. Isaac asks his father about the curious 
absence of a lamb for sacrifice. Abraham, likely enduring the 
greatest moment of crisis in his life, answers with gentle 

assurance: “The LORD will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son” (vs. 8). Sometimes an 
historical account is more than just a record of events. And that is certainly the case in the record of 
Abraham and Isaac on the hill in Moriah. There we see shadows pointing to the substance of God’s 
salvation in Christ Jesus. It is the gospel dramatized; the cross prefigured in an altar of wood.  
 
1. God saves his people by providing a Substitute.  
Vv. 10-14 

• In the history of Israel’s worship, the role of the substitute takes center stage. On the annual Day of 
Atonement, two goats were presented to the LORD. One would be slaughtered, its blood taken into the 
Holy of Holies. The other would be the scapegoat (Leviticus 16:7-10). Both functioned as substitutes for 
the people. Through ritual sacrifice the priest would symbolically impute the sins of the people to the 
sacrificial animals. The sins of the people would therefore be atoned for as the one beast was slaughtered 
and the other driven into the wilderness (Leviticus 16:21-22). 

• But these sacrifices were provisional in nature. They were pointing beyond themselves. Throughout her 
history Israel was reminded that the blood of sacrificial animals cannot actually atone for sins (Psalm 
40:6-8; Hebrews 10:4). The sacrifices made throughout Israel’s history were shadows pointing to a 
substance. They were pointing to that Substitute who truly was able to take away the sins of the world.  

• Abraham names the place “The Lord Provides.” There is an immediate context in this divinely revealed 
name which we must recognize. Caution should be exercised in how we employ that name. It is not to be 
used as a mantra to secure worldly comforts and luxuries. What the LORD provided on that hill in Moriah 
was a substitute, a propitiation, a sin-bearer.  

 
2. Jesus is the Substitute who bears God’s wrath. 

• Type and Anti-Type are keys to understanding the relationship between the Old and New Testaments 
and the progress of redemptive history.  

a) Type – A distinctive mark or sign. (Merriam-Webster) 
b) Anti-Type – Something that corresponds to or is foreshadowed in a type. (Merriam-Webster) 

• Throughout the Old Testament are types corresponding to their anti-type in the New Testament. The type 
is a category “selected as a standard of reference for a higher category.”  For instance, Moses serves as 
a type pointing to Christ who speaks a better word and leads his people to an eternal home (Hebrews 
3:1ff). David is a type pointing to Christ whose rule will endure forever. The sin and guilt sacrifices offered 
throughout Israel’s history were types pointing to Christ, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29).  

• The event described in Genesis 22 is rich in typological categories. Abraham is a type of the Heavenly 
Father who gives up his dearly loved Son. Isaac is a type of all of God’s people down through history for 
whom the Father will provide a Substitute to bear their sin. The ram caught in the thicket is a type of 
Christ who will take our place, bearing the wrath of God on our behalf. These and many other Old 
Testament types correspond to Jesus whom the Father put forward as a propitiation. A propitiation acts 
to redirect and absorb the wrath deserved by someone else. The Apostle Paul writes:  

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 
a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:22b-26) 
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3. Through Jesus God is keeping his promise to extend salvation to the nations.  
Vv. 15-24 

• Here, the LORD restates and reaffirms his eternal covenant of grace with Abraham. His covenant stated 
and restated in chapters 12, 15, and 17 is often referred to as the Covenant of Grace or the Abrahamic 
Covenant. It is the formalizing of the promise made that a Redeemer will come through the righteous 
seed of the woman (3:15). It is the promise that God will bless the whole world through a descendant of 
Abraham; that a great nation (or multitude) will be saved by grace through faith in the coming Savior. And 
do not miss the significance of the fact that God promised Abraham that he would keep this covenant by 
swearing an oath by his own name. God is assuring Abraham that His covenant is so sure that if He were 
to fail to fulfill it, He should be blotted out. The point is that God cannot break his word any more than He 
can be blotted out. “With this oath Abraham had every possible assurance from God – the initial promise 
made to him in Ur, the promise made to him when he first visited Canaan, the promise made to him again 
when Lot took the best land, the promise that he believed under the stars, the promise confirmed by 
God’s unilateral covenant when his flaming presence passed through the sacrifice, the promise in the 
new names (Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac), and the promise in the person of Isaac himself.”1 (Hebrews 
6:13-20). 

• The LORD draws on two metaphors to illustrate the vastness of the company of the elect: the stars in the 
sky and the sand in shore (vs. 17). This is wonderful news! God has determined to save a multitude so 
that the inhabitants of heaven will be, as it were, like the sands of the sea shore. This in no way contradicts 
Jesus’ words that the path to life is narrow. Indeed, all the heirs of Abraham will be saved exclusively by 
faith in Christ. There is no other way to be a son or daughter of Abraham. And by God’s grace there will 
be multiplied millions of those who come to believe. The way of salvation is narrow but the reach of God’s 
sovereign grace is deep. 

• Vs. 18 – Great stress is laid on the fact that the promises of God’s covenant had to be claimed by an 
obedient faith. The very promises that God had made to Abraham long ago at the very beginning of this 
narrative in Genesis 12, which were made as an act of pure grace are now repeated. But this time those 
promises are connected to Abraham’s obedient faith as the means through which that grace is applied. 

• The list of children born to Nahor, Abraham’s brother, contains a clue to God’s continuing faithfulness. 
The promise stretching back to Genesis 3:15 is that God will preserve a righteous line through Eve. And 
as history progressed, this is exactly what God did. He preserved the line through Seth, through Noah, 
through Abraham, and now through Isaac. And as though to assure us that God’s covenant faithfulness 
will extend beyond Isaac the name Rebekah shows up in what otherwise looks like a rather drab 
genealogy. But as the Genesis account continues, we will see that Rebekah will one day be Isaac’s wife. 
From that union the righteous line will continue through the younger son Jacob (Romans 9:9-15). These 
are signposts along the path of God’s covenant faithfulness.  

 
Theology Applied: 
1. Do not panic. God wins.   

• Abraham’s family seems puny compared to that of his brother Nahor who, with his wife and concubine, 
had 12 sons. Abraham and Sarah, on the other hand, have one son and he was almost sacrificed! 
Abraham’s clan, the righteous line, looks fragile and tiny in comparison. But is this not often God’s way? 
His kingdom is like a mustard seed and his greatest triumph looked like a bloody defeat. The world looks 
mighty to us. Sin and deception appear to be an overwhelming tsunami. But do not panic. God’s little 
family will be the great and mighty nation of the redeemed. God wins.  

2. Never doubt that God has forgiven you of all your sins.  

• In being our Substitute, Jesus Christ – God incarnate – truly bore away our sins. His sacrifice was wholly 
sufficient to purchase our forgiveness now and forevermore.  

3. There is no salvation apart from Jesus, so believe in him.  

• God saves sinners in the only way that sinners can be saved – through the sin-bearing sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. The gospel is the announcement – the good news – that in Christ, God has taken upon himself 
the shame and penalty of our sin. God calls us to salvation not by obeying a law but by believing this 
message. 

 
1 R. Kent Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing (Wheaton: Crossway, 2004) p. 305 


