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Part 48 – Security for Sojourners  
 

Genesis 21:22-34     
The Scriptures tell us that the heart of the king is like a 
stream in the hand of God. He directs it wherever he wills 
(Prov. 21:1). In this section, Abimelech, the pagan king of 
a pagan people (the Philistines) pursues a covenant with 
Abraham to ensure peace between the two.  
 
Beersheba would become the home base in the southern 

region of the Land of Promise for both Abraham and Isaac. The conflicts and risks illustrated in this section 
were inevitable in the way of life of a sojourner. Nevertheless, Abraham continues to experience God as 
his Shield and Defender. In this encounter with Abimelech, gone is the fear which characterized Abraham 
in chapter 20. He has grown to be the man of great faith; a faith which would soon be tested in the severest 
of crucibles.  
 

Abimelech sues for peace  
Vv. 22-24 

 Right around the time of the events described in the previous section, the Philistine Abimelech reenters 
the picture. And this time Abraham is not the same man. He does not meet with Abimelech with fear but 
with confidence, having found God to be his Shield and Defender.  

 Take note of the fact that Abimelech recognizes Abraham’s wealth and might as evidence that God has 
blessed him. Sadly, Hagar and Ishmael did not seem to make that connection.  

 Christians must be very careful to think rightly about the nature of God’s blessings and how to apply what 
we learn from God’s blessing of Abraham. We must avoid a transactional view of God in which we believe 
that God blesses us materially and relationally as reward for our making good choices. Such a view 
places God in debt to us and fails to recognize the abundance of his blessings to us in Christ. This 
transactional view also fails to account for the fact that Christians are promised suffering in this fallen 
world. God’s blessings upon Abraham and his promises to prosper Israel in the Land of Promise were 
meant to point the people to that greater Land where their sojourning will finally come to an end and they 
will dwell forever in that “city with foundations whose Designer and Builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10).  

 

God secures the land for Abraham 
Vv. 25-32 

 After agreeing to the non-aggression treaty with Abimelech, Abraham brings up the issue of a well which 
had been stolen from him by men of Abimelech. A well in the desert is a precious possession often making 
the difference between life and death. Abraham insists that his well be returned as a condition to the 
peace treaty. He offers to Abimelech seven ewe lambs which were probably slaughtered to seal the 
covenant. By accepting the ewe lambs, Abimelech confirms Abraham’s claim to the well.  

 Abimelech and his people were early forerunners of the Philistines who did not appear in force until 
around the 12th century BC.1 The peace hammered out between Abraham and the king of the Philistines 
eventually came to an end as the Philistines became one of the chief oppressors of God’s people. And 
that is why Abraham grounds his praise and sense of security within God’s character rather than his 
covenant with Abimelech. It is important at this point to be reminded that the peace and security we 
experience due to pleasant circumstances in this life are temporal blessings. Therefore, we must avoid 
the trap of seeking security in the passing trinkets of the world. We must have a sense of security which 
is deeply rooted in the unchanging character of God.  

 

Abraham praises the Eternal God  
Vv. 33-34 

 Abraham planted a tree at the place where the covenant was agreed upon in order to mark it for 
succeeding generations. But a time would come when the peace agreed upon by these two men would 

                                                           
1 Derek Kidner, Genesis (Downers Grove: IVP, 1967) p. 142 
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be abandoned. Even the tamarisk tree would one day die and that which it marked be forgotten. This is 
why it is so significant that in that very place Abraham called the LORD the Everlasting God.  

 The name “El Olam” (God the Everlasting) is one of a series invoked by Abraham: El Elyon (14:18), El 
Roi (16:13), El Shaddai (17:1), El-elohe-Israel (33:20), El-Beth-el (35:7). Each name expresses various 
aspects of God’s perfection and add to the lexicon of praise.  

 

Theology Applied: 
1. Faith grows best in difficulties.  
 Abraham grew to be a man of great faith. Though he was a sinner – like all the rest of God’s people 

before and since – Abraham is nevertheless presented as an exemplary man (Hebrews 11:8ff). And as 
will be made clear in the next section (chapter 22) Abraham’s faith in God had deepened in ways which 
every Christian ought to aspire. But the great man of faith did not arrive at that place without being 
severely tested.  

 We likely wonder from time-to-time why God seems so committed to deepening our faith. “Is a strong and 
resilient faith so important that I should have to go through times of testing?” we wonder. To this the 
Scriptures answer with a resounding “Yes!” There is something about a strong and enduring faith that is 
particularly pleasing to God and good for us. Indeed, the Scriptures compare faith which is strengthened 
through testing to precious gold which has been carefully refined (Romans 5; 1 Peter 1:6-7).  

 The blessings of material abundance within the Land were intended to point toward the greater and 
eternal blessings that are now ours in Christ. Not only that, the blessings God promised to Israel were 
temporal signs pointing to those blessings that will be known in the age to come.  

 For Christians in a fallen world, God’s blessings are most evident in their growing Christ-likeness. Can 
the world look upon the church of Jesus Christ as Abimelech looked upon Abraham and perceive the 
blessing of God? Is our likeness to Christ such that we are able to meet the sorrows and sufferings of life 
in this fallen world with faith, hope, and love?  

  

2. Your times are in God’s hands.      
 After decades of walking with God Abraham was able to understand the significance of The LORD’s 

eternality. That God is El Olam means not only that he has no ending but that he exists outside of time. 
God is the LORD of time. He is eternal. God does not experience the passage of moments as we do. He 
never wonders what tomorrow will bring because he knows all of history at once. He sees all of our days 
at once. God never has to scramble to decide how to help us in our troubles. Christians are able to rest 
in knowing that our times are held with the greatest of care in the hands of our Everlasting God.  

 

3. You are secure.  
 There are no contradictions or tensions in God. Everything about him is flawlessly harmonious. That 

includes his attributes. It is no surprise therefore that the Scriptures often draw direct lines of connection 
between the various attributes of God. For instance, God’s eternality is connected directly to his 
immutability (God does not change). The prophet Isaiah proclaimed: “Do you not know? Have you not 
heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or 
weary, and his understanding no one can fathom” (Isaiah 40:28).  

 Even after entering the Land of Promise Abraham and his descendants continued to live as sojourners: 
“By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise” (Hebrews 11:9). God’s people are always sojourners in this present 
age.  

 The apostle Peter refers to Christians as “sojourners and exiles” in this world (1 Peter 2:11). The 
Christian’s security is not to be derived from the world or those comforts which the world offers. Whether 
we have much or little; whether we are healthy or sick, happy or sorrowing our security is to be grounded 
in God with Whom there is no shadow of change. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 
13:8). 

 
 


